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ADVERTISEMENT, 
By the E D I. * 0 = - 


H E following Eſlays, ar. formed 
the pleaſing amuſement of ſome 
leiſure hours. They have been ſelected 5 


from the Authors Manuſcripts, not wi- 5 


thout the hope of their being ſerviceable 5 


| to his friends, and the Public. Oo 

i or the character of the Author, the 
| Reader i is referred to the Funeral Ser- = 
mon, (page 203) preached * the Rev. 
7 Kie P 1 8. 


Publ: jhed by the fone Author, . 

(a few Years ago, during his Liſe Time,) 5 
FantLY PRAYERS, and Moni ESSAYS, | 
In VERSE and PROSE. ona 
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REVELATIONS, xiv. 13. And 7 


heard a voice from heaven, ſaying 


unto me, Write, Bleſſed are the 


dead whach die in the Lord, from 
henceforth : Yea, ſaith the Spirit, 
that they may reſt from their la- 
bours ; and ther Works do follow - 3 


ON 


O N 


DIVINE GOVERNMENT 
CW 5 
_ DELEGATION. 
. T HE Divine Government 5 ſo far as 
1 we have any means of knowing it) 
appears to be executed by Dele- 


gation. The ſacred records inform us, 


that this great and beautiful fabric of 
the world was made by the miniſtration 


of the Son of God. We are there 


likewiſe inſtructed, that Angels are his 
miniſtring ſpirits ſent forth on various 
_ occaſions to execute his will to the chil- 
dren of men. Theſe ſervants of God, 
veſted with all that knowledge, wiſdom, 

and power which ſuits their commiſſion, 

act no doubt as good men do, when 
from a regard to duty, and a principle 
of benevolence, they aſſiſt 81 relieve 
ſuch objects as the light of nature, or 
Revelation recommend to their regard. 
. * 


the affront given to the ſupreme Being, 
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There are intimations in ſcripture, that 
the celeſtial inhabitants are intereſted in 


our welfare. We are particularly told, 


there is joy in heaven at the repentance 


of a ſinner; and that (ſpeaking of little 
children) their angels always behold the 
face of their heavenly Father; perhaps 
ſuggeſting, that they are conſlantly at- 
5 rod 
certainly no idle ſpectators of the affairs 


ant upon their charge. Angels are 


of men. They have been, and ſtill are 
the immediate agents and executors of 


the divine pleaſure in this world. 27 
Wx are led by the conſideration of 
the benignity of God, and the harmony 
of his government, to conclude, that 
whatever appears beſt calculated to en- | 
large the circle of ſocial felicity, is a 
part of that divine conſtitution eſtabliſh- 
ed by the great author of nature. There 
is certainly great pleaſure and ſatisfaction 
in the belle? 
| Beings, though inviſible, being ever pre- 
ſent with us, to help us in our exigences, 
when they ſee that we merit their fa- 
vour. And when they obſerve in us, 


and contemplation of good 


arrogance and pride, obſtinacy and ill- 


O 


will, we may then be thought undeſerv- 


ing their notice; that they will reſent 


and 


1 —— Ae. , —]— — . — — > 
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and with juſt indignation, leave us to 
reap the fruit of our own folly and 
wickedneſs. e 
Tux vaſt variety of comforts and en- 
joy ments which children receive from 
their parents, the poor from the bene vo- 
lent, the public from legiſlators and pa- 
triots, have a natural tendency to excite 
lenſations of laſting gratitude and love. 
It then generous 
erciſed amongſt men, are acknowledged 
to be a juſt foundation of affection here, 
let it not be thought ſtrange, that offices 
of benevolence and guardian care per- 
formed to mankind by ſuperior beings, 


ſhould be the ground-work and baſis of 


8 affection to them in another 
R N e 
Fon the wileſt reaſons they are no 
doubt inviſible to us, and our know- 
ledge of them, but imperfect and ob- 
ſcure; were they viſible, might not there 
be ſome danger of our transferring to 
them, that homage and praiſe, which is 
n AVV 
A proper attention to the diverſity of 
circumſtances and orders of ſociety, 
would eafily ſuggeſt, that its greateſt de- 
gree of happineſs requires the concur- 
rence of all its members. It is mani- 


B 1 feſtly 


cts of kindneſs ex, 
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feſtly the will of heaven, that every in- 
dividual ſhould act as its repreſentative 
in doing good to all, in proportion ta 
his degree of ability. Princes and 
magiſtrates, parents and maſters are all 
in their ſeveral departments, miniſters of 
God, for good to all with whom they 
are ee rf and when juſtice and 
equity are their rule of conduct, peace, 
proſperity, concord and happineſs, gene- 
rally take place. Where vice is very 
prevalent in any community, ſo as almoſt 
to threaten its immediate deſtruction, 
yet ſuch is the kind proviſion made for 
the peoples welfare, that a few juſt and 
upright men by their fervent prayers, 
may procure bleſſings to a nation, as 
well as to themſelves. If the perſonal 
righteouſneſs of only ten inhabitants, 
would have ſaved a whole city from 
deſtruction; if the fervent prayer of a 
righteous man availeth much, the in- 
ference 18 obvious, that pious good men 
are the beſt ſubjects of any government. 
Suck is the wiſdom and excellence 
of this divine plan of government by 
delegation, ſuch the eſtabliſhed order of 
heaven, that there is no one perſon who 
from his heart does good to another, but 
feels more inward ſatisfaction, more ſub- 
„ ſtantial 
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{tantial pleaſure, than could ariſe from 


any enjoyments ſacrificed to it. WHO 


that deſerves the name of man, ever re- 
pented ſuccouring the diſtreſſed, or do- 
ing good even to an enemy? Who that 
knows what goodneſs means, could re- 


fuſe loving ſuch a man, if well aſſured, 
that neither oſtentation, or reward, had 


any concern in the action. This is the 


duty of all. This is genuine chriſtianity. 
This is imitating the great example of 


the chriſtian Lawgiver, who freely took 


our nature upon him, and the more 
effectually to induce men to obedience 
to God, and to love one another, hum 
bled himſelf to the loweſt condition of 


lite, and by that means, took away the 
_ reproach of poverty from the indigent ; 


and when he had given to the world, 
the ſtrongeſt proofs of his divine miſſion, 


| he then (agreeable to divine appoint- 
ment) permitted the enemies of truth, 
to ſhew their rancour and malice againſt 


his perfect innocence, by executing him 
on the croſs. What an aſtoniſhing event 
was this! What a {triking inſtance of 
divine love to mankind! What a leſſon 
ol humility, obedience and philanthropy 
is here! This is a ſcene that angels be- 


held with wonder and ſurprize, and 
. Eto Ss, which 
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which thouſands of ſaints will ever re- 
member with unſpeakable gratitude and 
raiſe. What a ſacrifice was here! Be- 
hold the lamb of God, which taketh 
away the ſins of the world ! Behold the 
full accompliſhment of that gracious 
conſolatory promiſe to our firſt parents, 
that the ſeed of the woman ſhould bruiſe 
the ſerpent's head! The ſting of death 
is fin, and the ſtrength of ſin, is the law; 
but thanks be to God, who giveth us the 
victory, through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 
Ix the ſupreme governor of the world, 
chuſe to convey his bleſſings to this world 
by the miniſtration of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, or by the agency of any other in- 
O telligent beings, it ill becomes any one 
to controvert his pleaſure, or to call in 


. queſtion, the wiſdom of ſuch an ap- 


pointment. Shall the thing formed, ſay 
to him who formed it, why haſt thou 
made me thus? Every one in his proper 
ſphere, has it in his power to be uſe al 
to contribute to the general good of 
mankind, and even to the joy of angels. 
Thus all mankind ſtand upon equal 
ground, if it is eſtimated by their obe- 


dience, and the free exertion of their 


abilities to do good. to their ſellow⸗ 
creatures. WED? > 


Wo- 
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WHOEVER duly conſiders the ill uſe 
that is commonly made of great eſtates, 


ſhining talents, ſparkling wit, vaſt erudi- 5 


tion, high honours and princely power, 


can have no reaſon to indulge an en- 


vious with, or to repine at "his more 


humble ſphere of action. Great abun- 
dance ſeldom proves the means of kind- 


ling the flame of gratitude to the divine 
donor; or excitin ſpirit of benevo- 
| lence and tender dien to our tellow- 
creatures. On the contrary, theſe often 


{well the mind with inſolence, ingrati- 

| tude and pride, ſteep the faculties in 
ſenſuality, and give paſſion a ſtronger | 

7 impulſe and wider range. Thus men of 

large fortunes, high honours, and popu- 
lar abilities, being flattered by their own 


vanity, intoxicated with power, and the 


adulation of paraſites, frequently ſink 
below the common level, become peſts 
to ſociety, enemies to themſelves, and 


rebels to their maker, 


As we are inſtructed by ſcripture, 5 
that intermediate good beings are wit- 
neſſes to our conduct, (though inviſible) 
ſo there is reaſon to believe, that they 


have power to aſſiſt us in times of ex- 


tremity, and refuſe not their aid when 
our conduct is ſincere and humble, when 


they 
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they perceive we are willing to correct 


our errors, and amend our ways. O. 


therwiſe, afflictions appear the only 
means to bring us to reaſon and duty; 
for we muſt never expect to be com- 
pelled to our duty. God's ſervice is 
perfect freedom, and muſt proced from 
the heart, or it will be mate 


ed. 


_ Noruixs truly excellent can be ac- 


quired at once, or without attention and 
labor. In the vegetable and animal 
_ creation, we lee nothing attain at once 
to a ſlate of maturity. Their beginnings 
are too minute for man's inveſtigation. 
By flow degrees and gradual progreſſion, | 
they all arrive at their deſtined end 
After that, they decay, and return to 
their primeval duſt. If we may reaſon 


from analogy, the infant ſlate of all 


_ created beings is imperfect, weak and 
dependent; ſo that rationals as well as 
animals are put under the care of thoſe 

who are neareſt in connection, more ex- 
perienced, and of ſuitable abilities, till 

uch time as they arrive at that degree 
of maturity as will enable them to ſhift 
for themſelves, and act with freedom 
their allotted part. What exquiſite beauty 


and harmony appear in this divine plan 


of delegation! Heaven and earth, an- 


gels 


BY DELEGATION: 9 

We: kk men, are all united as one large 
amily, under the authority of the ſame 
common father. By this benevolent 
plan of government, (by delegation) our 


obligations to the deity are encreaſed, 


becauſe every bleſſing thus communi- 


cated, becomes more valuable, as tend- 


ing to unite and cement; in affection and 
love, all this great family of intellectual 


| beings. As all the numerous bleſſings 
we enjoy, whether procured by our in- 
duſtry, or the agency of other men, are 
with gratitude to be aſcribed to God, ſo 
when extraordinary benefits are con- 
0 to us by the miniſtration of in- 
viſible agents, (who excel in ſtrength, and 
Who are always ready to execute with 
alacrity the divine will,) the glory of all 


1s due to God alone. 


Bor it may be aſked, if angels ob- 
ſerve the conduct of mankind, and 


poſſeſs all that power which is here ſug- 
geſted, why don't they do all the good 


they can? prevent hurtful and dangerous 
errors, painful diſorders, lingering ſick- 

neſſes, diſtreſſed poverty, cruel tyranny, 
and all public calamities, and guide men 
into the clear knowledge and practice of. 


their duty ? 


98 10 
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10 ON DIVINE GOVERNMENT 


To which we may fairly reply, that 
certainly we are not competent judges, 
of what is beſt for us upon the whole. 


When we conſider our preſent ſtate in 


connexion with the future, the weakneſs 


of our judgment, and magnitude of the 


Object, it becomes us to be modeſt and 
dillident in our opinions, concerning 


things of ſo difficult and myſterious a 
nature. We find by experience, that 
diſappointments are oftentimes very ad- 


vantageous to us, afflictions ſalutary, la- 
bor, both of body and mind, uſeful, 


invigorating and improving ; and on the 
contrary, that inadtivity, indulgence and 


ſloth are enervating, debilitating and per- 
nicious. What we call evils, prove of- 


tentimes bleſſings in diſguiſe. Proſpe- 


rity, ſaith Solomon, is the deſtruction 
of fools. Voluptuous living, intemperate 


mirth and vicious company, weaken, if 


not quite deſtroy, the influence of good 
principles, and at the fame time injure 
the conſtitution, and contaminate the 
_ 
Ir is worthy of remark, that the 
cleareſt conviction, and the moſt perfect 
knowledge, of what is right and belt to 


be done, will not ſecure right action. 
When bad habits are once eſtabliſhed 
of a „ b 
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BY DELEGATION. 11 
and countenanced by the example of 


thoſe we are intimate with, we often 
ſee, that men of the moſt ſhining talents, 

and improved underſtandings, fall a ſacri- 

fice to pride, ſenſuality, covetouſnels. 
and ambition; who by a fiitle ſelf-denial, 
manly virtue, humility, and a grateful 
attention to the will of heaven, would 
have riſen to true dignity and honor, 
attracted the admiration and eſteem of 
mankind, and felt themſelves happy, 
inconceivably fo, in the approbation and 


favor of their Maker. Such men would 


do honor to human nature, be great 


ornaments and bleſſings to community, 


bid fair to put vice out of countenance, 
and by encouraging virtue would ſpread 
happineſs all around. But if men, not- 
withſtanding their daily errors, will not 
acknowledge their was Bae nor apply 
for aſſiſtance, though tendered to them 
in the kindeſt manner, they mult take 
the conſequence. By their ſelf-ſufficien- 
cy and obſtinacy, they preclude them- 
ſelves from divine mercy, and render 
themſelves unfit objects of commiſera- 


tion and regard. 


Wiru reſpect to angels not giving 
help to the proper objects of their charge, 


when involved in important difficulties, 
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12 Ox DIVINE Government 


we have no reaſon to think that they 
are ever backward, or refuſe their aid, 
when, by humble and devout ſupplica- 
tion, men look up to heaven for direc- 
tion and help. But wilful obſlinacy, 
3 ingratitude, pride and ſen- 
uality, are not creatures of ignorance, 
but of daring rebellion, and merit no 
compaſſion. Involuntary errors and in- 
Firmities are the common lot of huma- 
nity, and a juſt foundation for hope in 
the divine mercy; they afford likewiſe 


a reaſonable claim upon all ſubordinate . a 
beings, who have it in their power to 


relieve us. Theſe weakneſſes have not 
the nature of guilt in them, but only in 
proportion to mens own wilful neglect 
of the means afforded, for . . 
their conduct. Sincerity, humility, and 
integrity, are practicable by all, and are 
doubtleſs the indiſpenſable duty of the 
whole family of God, both angels and 
men. If the former are chargeable with 
folly, when they venture upon the con- 
fines of their knowledge, in judging of 
matters of difficult inveſtigation, we can- 
not wonder to ſee mankind ſubject to 
the fame 1mputation. Hence we. may 
learn the neceſſity, as well as propriety, 
of every intelligent being addreſſing the 
5 1 EET ES 
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Majeſty of heaven, for wiſdom to regu- 
late his conduct. Hence we ſee our 
great need of humility, and the im- 


portance of that divine command, which 


enjoins the exerciſe of all benevolent 


actions to one another; a conſtant circu- 


lation of which, would ſoften the cares 


of life, and much enlarge the ſphere of 
human happineſs. As in an excellent 
piece of muſic, all harſh diſcordant 

lounds offend the ear, and ſpoil the 


harmony; ſo in the grand concert of 


_ univerſal nature, the jarring tongues of 


falſehood, injuſtice, and perfidy, grate 


tremendous on the mental ear— 
* and mar the moral long mellifluent.* 


Wuo that ever experienced the heart» | 
felt pleaſure of benevolent actions, can 
deny to this plan of delegation, the high- 5 
eſt wiſdom and molt conſummate good- 
neſs? To be the almoners of heaven, is 
an office highly honorable, delightful, 5 
and glorious; but they only are beſt 
qualified for it, whoſe hearts glow with 


a ſupreme love to God, and a ſincere 


affection to their fellow-creatures. Not- 
withſtanding all our imperfections and 
weakneſſes, we are graciouſly encouraged 


to aſpire aſter the high honor, of ſome 


= reſemblance to 0 our Creator, in his moral 
perſec. 


—— 
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perfections. The means he has put into 
our hands, and it is incumbent upon us 
to apply them, as occaſions preſent, with 
fidelity, care, and diligence. 
WIII not this view of the Divine 
Government, (by delegation) furniſh 
an anſwer to Dr. Hawkſworth's objection 
againſt a particular providence, as being 
inconſiſtent with the immutability of the 
deity ? might not ſome reaſons be offer- 
ed, why angels may be ſuppoſed to have 
power ſufficient to ſuſpend the laws of 
nature? But this I leave to ſome abler 
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DIVINE GOODNESS. 


W HO that FEI: the Creation of 


God, and conſiders the vaſt pro- 


vuiſion which he has made for 
the welfare and ha pineſs of man, but 
ſt glow with lively 2 
gratitude? If goodneſs appears the 
3 brigheſt ray of deity, and the beſt foun- 
dation for admiration and love; that 
generous divine love which unites all 


muſt feel his breal 


| the ſons of glory in one bliſsful family, 


and tunes to concord and harmony all 
the. heavenly choir, and even in this 
chequered ſcene can counter-balance all 


the troubles of human life; then it mult 


be admitted, that whoever OT 


perſiſts in a courſe of ingratitude to Go 


and hoſtility to men, rejecting the ap- 

pointed means of reſtoration to the di- 

1 vine favor, and hope of eternal life, ſuch 

a man ſorfeits all compaſſion and tender 
Regard, and cuts himſelf off from all the 

g bleflings 
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16 ON DIVINE GOODNESS: 


bleſſings of ſociety, and from that happ1- 
neſs, which is always found in connexion 
with free obedience, active goodneſs, 
and generous love. To expett the end, 
without the means being made uſe of; 


to expect a good diſpoſition of mind, {| 


without our own concurrence, would be 
as abſurd, as to expect a plentiful har- 


_ veſt, without firſt tilling the ground, and | 


ſowing the ſeed. The divine ear is ever 
open to the prayer of the humble; all 
neceſſary aſſiſtance is imparted to the 
weak and lowly ſupplicant. God giveth 
liberally and upbraideth not. 
Dorn not every one depend upon 
God for all that he poſſeſſeth? Is not 
health a moſt valuable bleſſing, though 
in general we are ſo little ſenſible of its 
worth? without this, what are all the 
other enjoyments of life? are not the 
regular and uncealing ſupplies of our 
returning wants, raiment, food, reſt, and 
| ſleep, calls of acknowledgement? are 
not all the pleaſures of friendſhip, all 
the means of knowledge, and all ad- 
vantages for improvement and uſeful- 
neſs, the free gifts of heaven? nay 
more; are there not placed within the 
reach of our own induſtry and {kill, 


a voaſt variety of other pleaſures and 


enjoy - 


ON pivixe Goonxess. 17 


enjoyments, made more exquiſite, by 
the neceſlity of exerting our own powers 
in their acquiſition? The means of hu- 
man felicity are certainly amply pro- 
vided, and liberally beſtowed on the 
children of men; and the true cauſes of 
their diſappointment, are manifeſtly their 


own ingratitude and diſobedience. 


* GoopNEss is the foundation: ſtone 
bol creation, the inexhauſtible ſource of 
all felicity. Angels, principalities, and 
powers, as well as man, and all ſubordi- 
nate beings, derive their exiſtence from 
this divine principle. How adorable 
then is that being, whoſe nature is good- 
neſs itſelf! How munificent, how ex 


tenſive his bounty! How aſtoniſhing his 


condeſcenſion, in uniting in one family, 


all created intelligences in heaven, and 


in earth. Himſelf, their common parent, 
illuminating all with the ſame celeſtial _ 
ray of reaſon; thereby pointing out. 
their duty, both to- himſelf, and to one 
another; and diverſifying his gifts, for . 
mutual aid, ſocial connex1ons, friendly 
offices, and virtuous improvements. 
Ap when, through feduction, the 
loweſt order fell from their allegiance, 
forfeited their being, and incurred the 
divine diſpleaſure, e 
ee D anc 


the preſence of 
ther, of his God, and our God. to cele- 
brate his praiſe, to adore his Majeſty, 
and to worſhip before him! 
Nox can natural evils be any juſt 
jection to the goodneſs of God. We 
cannot ſay, it would be better for man- 
kind, to be exempted from the calami- 
ties of human life. As we are not com- 
petent judges of their ſanative virtue: 
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and eaſy terms of reconciliation were 


made known to man. To ſtrike pride 
dumb, and enforce the doctrines of obe- 
dience and humility, Jeſus, though Lord 
ol all, became ſervant of all, ſubmitted 
to the loweſt offices of humanity, en- 
dured, with mildneſs and patience, te 
ſcorn and unjuſt reproaches of men, nor 


ſhunned to ſeal the truth with his blood. 


To reſtore lapſed man to rectitude and 
eternal life, he freely gave himſelf up to 
the excruciating death of the croſs. If | 
we are not quite loſt to the feelings of 
humanity, generoſity and goodneſs, {uch 
amazing condeſcenſion, ſuch unexam- 
pled benevolence, mult attract our af- 
fections, excite the molt grateful ſenſa- 
tions, and impreſs the ſtamp of divinity 
upon our hearts. With what fervent 


gratitude and 77 e ee ech, 


is Father, and our Fa- 


juſt ob- 


nay. 
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nay, as we are certain of their uſeful- 
nels in many caſes, they may as 
neceſſary for the health of the ſoul, as 


Tome unpleaſant medicines are for a diſ- 


* 


tempered body. If the common evils 
of life were totally baniſhed out of the 


world, if nothing but proſperity and 


feſtive mirth was to ſucceed, what would 


be the probable effect? would ſuch con- 


ſtant ſcenes of gaiety and ſenſual plea- 


ſure meliorate the temper, and incline 


the heart to God? What is the fact? do 
not afflictions often prove the means, of 
reclaiming men from habits of vice, of 
diſſolving their too ſtrong attachment to 
objects of ſenſe, and fixing their atten- 
tion upon ſpiritual and eternal concerns? 
When men find themſelves quite at eaſe, 

in full poſſeſſion of health, peace, plenty, 
power, and influence, it is rare to fee 
{ſuch perſons preſerve their integrity, 
regulate their paſſions, and ſubject their 


conduct to the divine will. Tempta- 


tions to luxury, ſenſuality, vanity, in- 
juſtice, and tyranny, are ſeldom ſtrongly 


| reliſted, el cially where there 18 a prol- 
pect of ap 1 
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lgence with impunity. 

_ Ir may be aſked, whether any good 

reaſon can be aſſigned, why the mind o ß 

man was not made with ſuch a propen- 
hr SN ſity 
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ſity to right action, as would have ſe- 
cured him from al! hurtful error, and all 
poſſibility of ſinning, and thus have pre- 
vented his diſturbing the harmony of 
the univerſe? as this thought may fre- 
quently occur to a contemplative mind, 
it may be worth while to give it a little 
conſideration. _ . 
Lr it be remembered, that as te 
higheſt degree of perfection to which an 
created being can be ſuppoſed capable oft | 
 arr:ving, muſt depend upon his proximi- | 
ty, or reſemblance, to the Divine Charac- 
ter, in moral rectitude and goodneſs, by 
a conſtant practice of righteouſneſs; 
then it will neceſſarily follow, that all 
original impreſſions which operate upon 
the mind, like gravitation upon matter, 
or as inſtinct in animals, muſt (with re- 
gard to the freedom and dignity of moral 
action) remove ſuch being, to a greater 
diſtance from the ſtandard of all per- 
% / m. f!!! 
Iux nature of this queſtion ſeems to 
f luggeſt, that rational beings might be 
made capable of reſembling their Crea- 
tor, by means of conſtraint and e 
in his moſt glorious perfections of truth, 
goodneſs, and holineſs, by principles no 
pigher than thoſe which actuate mere 
8 RIS animals, 
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animals, ſuch as inſtinctive propenſities, 


and irreſiſtible impulſes But 1s there 


and 


no difference between the ae and 


amiableneſs of actions compelle 


neceſſary, and thoſe which reſult from 
free deliberate choice? - Can any agent 
challenge the love and eſteem of others, 


for ſuch actions as he was forced to per- 


form? Such an agent can be conſidered. 

in no higher eſtimation than an inſtru- 

ment, a machine, or automaton, directed 
by a foreign power. We can never love 
a machine, (let its movements be ever 
1o exact) in the manner we love and re- 

| ſpect a perſon, who (influenced by gratt- 
tude to God, and benevolence to man- 
kind) delights in doing good, in pro- 

moting the welfare and happineſs of his 
enn 8 


Tux only queſtion then ſhould be, by 


what means can we come at the poſllei- 
ſion of this divine principle of right 
action? Have we command and power 
over our own tempers and inward d1l- 
poſitions, ſo as to change them when we 
pleaſe, ſurrounded as we are with tempta- 


tions and allurements to vice, ſtrengthen- 


ed by evil examples, and bad habits ?— 
alluredly no; with ſuch clogs and im- 
pediments, no man can of himſelf clear 
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his way, and arrive at this defirable ſlate 


of mind. But then, for our comfort, 


ve are inſtructed by the ſacred records 
of truth, that there is ſufficient help at 
hand, kindly tendered to us, which will 
counter-balance every difficulty, and 
enable us to come off more than con- 


querors, if we will but attend to the 
divine inſtructions, and ſeek, with hu- 
mility and tervor, in the name of our 


bleſſed Saviour, for pardon, acceptance, 
and grace. We are not to expect any 
miraculous interpoſition, or to have any 

force put upon the will; if we are ſin- 
cere, we ſhall fear to offend, ſhun tempta- 
tion, confeſs our weakneſs, and pray for 

divine aid. In this line of duty we may 


hope, with a filial confidence, ior the 
divine blefling and favor, and thus by 
degrees g 

and all righteouſneſs - can we conceive 


ful 


— 


heaven, however diſcovered. 


Bur 


grow in wiſdom, in knowledge, 


it poſlible, that any one who does a uſe- 
Lag from no better motive than 
oſtentation, intereſt, fear, or from a prin- 
ciple of inſtinct, can experience that 
{weet ſatisfaction, and manly pleaſure, 
which flow from a ſenſe of free, volun- 
tary, grateful obedience to the will of 
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Bur ſome ill inſtructed zealot will 


ob ect, that we are ſhaped in iniquity, 
an came into the world depraved, in- 


clined to all manner ot evil, and averſe 


to what is good; and who can bring a 


clean thing out of an unclean ? 
THAT mankind are ſadly depraved, 


mult be confeſſed, but till ſuch time as 
revelation difcovens this to be the true 


and natural ſtate of mankind, it ſeems 


more modeit and reaſonable, to tax our- 
ſelves with the charge, and to look for 
the ſource of thoſe evils, in education, 
indulged pallions, example, and flattery. | 
However inclined men are to exculpate 
_ themſelves, it is very certain, that all 
admonition, counſel, and inſtruc ion, 
proceed upon this eſtabliſhed opinion, 
that men are free agents; as the com- 
plexion of the human mind appcars to 
depend upon moral actions, ſo by a 
courſe of riglit action, by the practice of 
gratitiide, juilice, truth, and righteoul- 


neſs, men cannot help loving thoſe vir- 


tues; and the more they practice, the 


ſtronger their affection, till at length, 


1 feel their ſpirit and temper refine, 
and 1mprove into ſome faint reſemblance 
of his moſt amiable character, who went 


about doing good, and whole meat and 
Monk... 
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24 On DivixE GoODN ESS. 
drink it was, to do the will of his héd- 


venly Father. There is no imitating ſo 

bright an example, without being irra- 
diated with its glory. Neither can any 
man habituate himſelf to acts of impiety, 
ingratitude, injuſtice, and unrighteouſ- 
nels, without contracting correſpondent 

diſpoſitions, corrupt affections, and de- 


pravity of heart. Why ſhould it appear 


more difficult or ſtrange, that a good and 
honeſt diſpoſition of mind ſhould be the 
reſult of a courle of right action, of free 
genuine obedience to the voice of wil- 


dom. than that earth, air, and ſun, 


| ſhould all be neceſſary to the production 
ol plants from their ſeeds, and to ripen 
the fruits of the earth. Did not the 
fame Lord of nature appoint and order 
both? If we practiſed truth and juſtice 
more, we {hould not want excuſes, nor 
rack invention for artful diſguiſes, to de- 
ceive ourlelves, and one another. How _ 
common 1s it to blame our paſſions for 


leading us wrong, when we ſhut our 


_ eyes to follow them ? The human frame, 


ſo far as we are capable of judging, is 


D 
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certainly moſt admirably contrived, and 

fitted for the various purpoſes of im- 
provement and uſefulneſs, for private, 
domeſtic, and ſocial happineſs. Every 
Ee 55 5 paſſion, 
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paſſion, when rightly uſed, contributes 
to man's felicity, and is a juſt foundation 
for grateful praiſe, obedience, and love, 
to his Creator. The paihons are only 
hurtful, when abuſed, when they are 
ſuffered to take the lead, and become 

our maſters, inſtead of ſervants. As the 
beſt meats, taken to excels, produce 
ſurfeits and dangerous diſcaſes, ſo the 
ſweeteſt pleaſures, when too much in- 
dulged, or unjuſtly obtained, prey like 
a cancer, and debilitate the foul.  _ 

_ Every willful deviation from the path 
of duty, not only leads into error, and 
diſcourages the friendly aid of thoſe in- 

J viſible good beings, who take 1 20 in 
! doing us good, but leads likewiſe into 
an enemy's country, where every ſpecies 
of fraud and ruin are practiſed, with the 
_ greateſt ſucceſs. There are few or none 
h profligate (till hackneyed in the ways 
of vice) as to commit wickedneſs with- 
out temptation, though they might be 
undiſcovered ; which could not have 
been the caſe, if human nature was really _ 
ſo depraved originally, as to taint neceſ- 
| farily the whole ſpecies, and which ſome 
learned, as well as unlearned men, find _ 
it neceſſary to maintain, in ſupport .of _ 
their eſtabliſhed principles. It is to be 
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hoped, there are few ſo bad, but would 
like to be good, if they could be ſo with 


little trouble. But to think of breaking 


through the obſtacles of long-eſtabliſhed 
habits, to ſacrifice darling luſts and ſen- 
ſual gratifications, to become, it may be, 
the ridicule of a man's boon companions, 
require more good ſenſe and reſolution, 
than people in general poſſeſs, or approve 
of. Though objects of ſenſe make the 
firſt impreſſion upon our minds, and by 
that means lead the paſſions, yet we are 
not to infer from thence, that they are 
to govern us any longer, than till reaſon 
is capable of holding the rems of govern- 
ment, and regulating all their motions. 
Non can the obſcurity of revelation. 
be urged, as an objection againſt the di- 
vine goodneſs, ſince the degree of guilt, 
and conſequently puniſhment, will be 
in proportion to mens abuſe of the talents 
intruſted, and ſtrength of evidence re- 
N or 1/43 
FOM what we are capable of obſerv- 
ing, we may preſume, that all rational 
creatures, are ſent into exiſtence with im- 
proveable talents, with powers of action 

1o diverſified, as the better to promote 
extenſive good. Were all to concur in 

grateful obedience to the will of heaven, 


there 
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chere would not be one jarring atom in 
the whole creation, but everlaſting longs 
of joy and happineſs would univerſally 


reſound. The divine pleaſure which 
all rational creatures feel, when from free 
and willing obedience to heaven, they 
execute its will, is a ſtrong encourage- 
ment to go on, in that mojk delectable 
path of duty. And though our beſt 
ſervices can be bene ficral only to crea- 
tures like ourſelves, yet ſuch is the con- 
deſcenſion and goodneſs of our heavenly 
Father, that they are accepted, as if of 
ſervice to himſelf. What an unrivalled 
claim does the conſide ration of ſuch good- 
neſs make upon our gratitude, praiſe, and 
love? and to which, we are {till further 


animated, by the nobleſt motives that 


can poſſibly actuate the human mind, 
the glorious hopes of divine favor, aud 
@ bliſsful immortal... 
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"HERE is in all the great works of 
4 nature, ſuch a noble ſimplicity of 
ſtitile, ſuch ſublinuty of deſign, ſuch 
exquiſite beauty, and harmony, as charm 
the attentive mind, and fill the foul with 
_ pleaſing wonder, and delightful altonith- | 
ment. Who can view the wonders of | 
creation, the magnificent productions of 
divine power, their variety, their beauty, | 
their order, and uſe, and not proſtrate him- | 
ſelf before God with devout adoration? 
IE deſcription given by the ſacred 
hiſtor:an, of the creation of the world, 
though brief, is yet clear, full, and ſub- 
lime. In the beginning God created the 
heavens, and the earth. As the glo 
of creation was to be aſcribed to God 
alone, ſo we find here no intimation of 
the agency of any othcr ben;g. But, 
that eee the hiſtorian proceeds to 
inform us, of ſome further particulars, 
relating to this ſubject. 1 
G6 Gow ſaid, let there be light, and there 
was light. Let us make man, &c. which 
5 ax EE plainly 
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rd intimates the agency of another 
being, concerned in the great work of 
creation, to whom God gave powers, 
adequate to that high commiſſion. For 
wiſe reaſons many ages elapſed, before 
mankind was informed of this great per- 
ſonage, by whom this high commiflion 
vas executed; and alſo of his bearing 

that ſignificant name the Hord of God, ſo 
fully expreſſive of the divine will. How 
conſpicuous, how illuſtriouſſy bright, 
does divine wiſdom and goodneſs ſhine 
forth, in this great appointment? That 
he, by whom God made the world, and 
thereby became more particularly in⸗ 
tereſted in its welfare, ſhould likewiſe 
be appointed man's Saviour, and final 
Judge. I hat this glorious en ſhould, 
for our ſakes, and, the more e ectually 
to induce our obedience to his Fathers 
will, diveſt himſelf of that glory, which 
he had with bim, before the world was 
made, and condeicend to take upon 5 : 
human nature; to ſubmit, not onl 
the common calamities of human life 
ſuch as Funger, and thirſt, and fatigue, | 
but even to revilings, and the groſſeſt 
inſults, and at laſt to an infamous death, 
a painful crucifixion. | 


O the depth of the wiſdom and good- 
neſs of God! 8 
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0 N | 
FEAR ax» GRATITUDE 


SPRINGS OF ACTION, 


HOUGH fear is but a ſlaviſn paſ. 


ſion, and gives no beauty or luſtre 
to any action; though it often gives 
a falſe alarm, and expoles to inconve- 
nience and trouble; yet without it, 
mankind would be in a perpetual ſtate 
of hoſtility, never ſecure from acts of 


violence, and oppreſſion. Fear there- 
fore is neceſſa (tor the order and good 


government of the world) to every ind:- 


vidual with regard to his own private in- 


tereſt, as well as to the community at large, 


till Gels time as habits of virtue, and 
chriſtian principles, have diſciplined the 
paſſions to reaſon, and the love of virtue 


predominates in the mind. Then laviſh 


fear will be transformed into filial fear, 


and all the little narrow affections be re- 
fined, and {piritualized, into grateful and 
bene vo- 
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benevolent ones. Then will commence 


the ee ra of unreſtrained, liberal 


obedience, founded in ſacred love to the 
beſt beings, and ſolicitude for the wel- 


fare of all our fellow- creatures. Diveſted 


of mean ſelfiſh motives of action, we ſhall 


want neither fear, nor hope, to keep us 
in the path of duty, but with hearts 


glowing with gratitude, we ſhall rejoice 


to obey the divine commands. We 
know that perfect love caſteth out fear. 


Tur belt, the nobleſt principle of 


action, is gratitude. He who periorms 
the divine will, from a ſenſe of grati- 


_ tude, may juſtly challenge the molt re- 


ſpectable character amonglt men, accom- | 


anied with the eſteem of all g00d be- 


1ngs, and the favor and approbation of 
God. How low is their virtue, who re- 
fuſe to do what they know to be juſt 
and right, unleſs aſſured of being re- 

warded for it ? or, who are not ſatisfied 
with the deductions of reaſon, and the 
authority of revelation, but demand evi- 
_ dence equal to that of ſight, betore they 


will conſent to ſacrifice any darling pal- 


ſion, or ſet about the great work of per- 
lonal reformation. Will any perſon ven- 


ture to allert, that there is no real dif- 


15 ference between theſe two characters Pp 


Does 
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Does not the one appear moſt amiable, 


rat ional, and excellent; the other, illibe- 
ral, ſordid, and deſpicable? and why 


may we not coaclude, that this contraſt 


appears equally ſtriking to all good be- 


ings, throughout the univerſe. As in- 
gratitude is the offspring of a narrow, 
ſellich ſpirit, {o free rational obedience, 
proceeding from a grateful ſenſe of obli- 


gation, is the beſt mark we can give, 
of a good underſtanding, and generous 


mind. Every man, who is conſcious of 
his own integrity and obedience to his 
Maker, feels in his breaſt ſuch ſacred 
_ pleaſure, as renders other arguments in 
favor of religion unneceſſary. Such a 
perſon cannot hefitate a moment, in 
E his fervent praiſes to that 
gracious Being, who conſtituted the 
whole frame of nature, and repleniſhed | 
the earth, with inexhauſtible treaſures of | 


Sud is the nature of genuine chriſti- 

anity, ſuch the conſequence of fidelity 
and obedience to God, that there is no 
temporal loſs, no perſecution, but is 
amply repaid, by the conſolations of 
chriſtianity, by the peace of God which 
paſleth all underſtanding, far beyond 
the conception of Gd 


8, and men of | 
- = porrapt- - 1 


8 
3 
9-50 
1 
+ 
78 
8 
02 
IJ 
* 
TY 
— 
2 
r 
os 
> 2 
* 
= 
XS 
a7 
39: 
&- 
IT, 
Z 
% 
£L 
Why + 
$ 
2 
"as 
mY 
Pe 
SP 
* 
2 


PPR 
A fa e . 3 3 


as SrRIx ds or Acriox. 3 
corrupt minds. This language, it is 
true, they will conſider as the vapour 


of enthuſiaſm, the effect of prieſtcraft, 
education, and weakneſs, being as un- 
intelligible to them, as muſic to the deaf; 
yet theſe are well known truths, and 


echoed through all ages, as founded on 
the experience of the wiſeſt and beſt of 


Taz voice of reaſon calls upon every 


man, to worſhip, adore, and praiſe, his 
Creator. Whoever would act agreeably 
to the nature and dignity of man, mult 

attend to his Creator's will, and freely 


obey his commands, whether diſcove- 


rable by the light of his own underſtand- 
= ing alone, or by the aid of revelation: 
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H U MILITYT AND PRIDE. 


Tw genuine humility is not only 


the mind's beſt ornament, but it is 
the proper foundation and ground- 
work of all human excellencies. As it is 


the duty of all, ſo it lies within the reach 


of every mans ability, and ſheds a luſtre 


on the character of every being in tge 
_ univerſe. In the eye of Deity, it renders 1] 
a low: roofed erh er Fs le to a gild. 

ed palace, and an 
perior to ſceptered tyrants. For he who 
caſteth contempt upon princes, declares, 
that he will even dell 
is meek and humble in heart. Can any 

thing ſtronger be ſaid, in praiſe of this 
excellent virtue, this amiable diſpoſition 


eſt man in rags, ſu- 


with him, who 


of mind? can any thing be more worthy 


of our ſolicitude, and cultivation? What 


ſo likely, in the nature of things | 


damp the kindling flames of ſtrife and 
animoſity, to conciliate affection, and 
prevent immoderate anger? Is there any 
thing ſo proper, to keep the judgment 


from 
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from a wrong bias, and ſecure us from 
error, as modeſt diffidence, and a con- 
tinual ſenſe of our own weaknels and 
fallibility. There is certainly nothing 
mean, or debaſing, in a frank confeſſion 
of our imperfections and errors; in let- 
ting the world know, that we * 
truth to falſhood, integrity to duplicity, 
and ſincerity to flattery. As there is 


| 5 nothing can counter- balance the loſs, or 


want, of this ineſtimable virtue, ſo it be- 
hoves every one, to ſeek after its ac- 
gquirement, and to give himſelf no reſt, 
till he finds by its effects, that he is 
J actually in poſſeſſion of it. To this end 
it might be of ſignal uſe to enquire, 
Au I really what I profeſs to be, 
ſtrictly juſt and honeſt? am I ſincere 
and upright? Don't I want to deceive. 
myſelf, and others, to avoid inward re- 
proach, and outward cenſure? When 
oppoled in opinion by others, am I not 
leſs concerned for truth than reputation? 
Have I that regard to the will of heaven, 
as to acquieſce therein without murmur- 
ing, when afflictions or diſappointments 
come upon me? am I willing to forego 
any preſent ſenſual gratification, for the | 
| Jake of, what my reaſon tells me is, the 
divine will? or do J hunt after excules, 
3 
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and ſhut my eyes againſt conviction, 
Am I diſpoſed to value myſelf, upon 
any natural, or acquired, endowments 
of body or mind”, Alas, nothing 1s more 
fallacious, nothing more unbecoming, 
and pregnant of evil, than ſuch a thought. 
What have I, that I did not receive? 
Did I frame, and animate, my own 
body? are the powers of reflection, con- 
templation, inveſtigation, &c. of my own 
procuring? on the contrary, are they not 
all (as well as the means of intellectual 
improvement, pleaſure, and utility) the 
free gifts of my Creator? Is not gratitude = 
then, expreſſed by a conſtant ſeries of _ 
acts of obedience, a moſt reaſonable ſer- 
vice? Were it poſſible for all the powers 
upon the earth, to combine in propa- 
_ gating the contrary opinion; though they 
might threaten, and perſecute, yet they 
could never change the nature of right 
and wrong; nor, by all their united 
authority, turn the ſcale againſt the ſu- 
perior weight of my obligations to Deity. 
Does not common juſtice demand a 
grateful return; a ſolicitous concern to 
exprefs my ſenſe of divine goodneſs, 
which unmerited I daily receive from 
his liberal hand. Now how can I better 
do this, than by obedience to his com- 
5 J = 
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mands, by a filial fear of offending him, 


and love to his ſervice. It can never be 


wrong to praiſe my benefactor, to wor- 


{hip my Creator, and humbly to hope 


in his mercy and goodneſs. It can never 
be wrong, to imitate him in acts of 
Nasal. Juſtice, truth, and holineſs. 
Let but experience determine the wiſ- 
dom, and propriety, of ſuch a conduct, 
and conviction will be full. How un- 
_ generous is it, to reproach any for natu- 
ral imperfections? How baſe and infa- 
mous, to wallow in ſenſuality, at the 
expence of juſtice, truth, and righteoul- _ 
nes. What folly is he chargeable with, 
Who is willing to forego the hopes of 
| eternal life, for illicit pleaſures. Vet 
this is the conduct of thoſe, who make 
not God their confidence, but depend 
upon their own ſagacity and wildom. 
They ſow to the wind, and will reap 
the whirlwind. Do the luxury and re- 
fined pleaſures, of the great and wealthy, 
attract my deſire, and ſtir up envy in 
my breaſt, let me remember, that when 
thoſe pleaſures are moſt perfect and full, 
they can never give that {weet delight, 
that permanent joy, which a conſcien- 
dious regard to Deity imparts. 
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Tyovcn pride, when ſtripped of all 


dilgu iſe, is an object of univerſal exe- 


cration, yet ſtrange to tell, when dreſt 
by the hand of flattery, and varniſhed 


with the pencil of vanity, it becomes an 

idol, that finds an altar in almoſt every 

breaſt, and is with great difficulty (if 
ever) expelled from its ſacrilegious uſur- 
pation. It is by giving way to flattery, 
that this baneiul inmate inſinuates itlelf | 
into the human heart, where, when once 


fixed, 1t gives the judgment a wron 


” 


bias, depraves the will, and poiſons al! 
the ſprings af real happineſs. ' As a falſe 
friend is more dangerous than an open 
enemy, ſo ſelt-flattery betrays men into | 
ruin; without alarming their fears; and 
whoever diſregards truth, can have no 
| ſecurity againſt deluſion. He who looks 
upon pride as a venial fin, ſhould con- 
ider well its nature and conſequences. 
Its gains are only viſionary, the aerial | 
fabrics of imagination, which, like the 
Rene for a moment, diſ- 


ſolve into vapour, and then diſappear. 
But the evils which it produces, are ex- 
tenſive and permanent. Pride, not only 

_ obſtrutts improvement and uſefulneſs, 
but renders its poſſeſſor inimical to So- 
| Lo cicty, 
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ON Humility AND PRIDE. 39 
ciety, and incapable of the joys of hea- 
ven, and eternal lite. 


Ix the ſacred writings, we find many 
clear and ſtrong proteſts againſt pride, 


ſuch particularly as theſe ; 


Prov. xvi. g. Every one that is proud 


of heart, is an abomination to the Lord. 
— 18th. Pride goeth before deſtruction, 


and a haughty ſpirit before a fall.— 


James iv. 6. God reſiſted the proud, 


but giveth grace to the humble. 


As pride is ſtigmatized with the ſtrong- 


eſt marks of divine diſpleaſure, it be- 
| hoves every one, who fears to offend his 
Maker, to examine faithfully his own 
heart, and ſteadily to watch, and fer- 


: vently to pray, againſt the ſuggeſtions 


of pride, and the flattery, and hes, of 
Io enſnaring an enemy. If che clear 
evidence of our own frailty, weaknels, 
and dependance, will not operate ſuf- 
ficiently, for the cure of this internal 
malady, we ought then to welcome 


afflictions and diſappointments, troubles : 


and mortifications, if nothing elſe will 


_ eradicate the evil, and eſtabliſn the health 


of the foul, 
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ITE who made the world, put him- 
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III ſelf upon a level, with the loweſt | 


of his ſervants, made himſelf of 


no reputation, but carefully ſhunned all 


that pomp, and parade, which mankind 


are fo extremely fond of. He came, not 
to do his own will, but the will of his 


Father; recommending in the ſtrongeſt 


manner, (by precept and example) meek- 
neſs, humility, piety, temperance, juſtice, 


truth, righteouſneſs, benevolence, and 


1 ; thoſe eſſential requiſites to di- 
Vine ia 


the earth, arrayed in all the regal pomp 
and glory of Majeſty ; had he been at- 


_ tended with ſplendid hoſts of miniſtring 


vine favor, to true dignity, and eternal 
life. Had this Divine Perſonage viſited 
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APPEARANCE IN THE WORLD. 41 


angels, univerſal homage would have 


been paid him, hecatombs of oblations 
would have announced his advent, and 


peals of feſtive joy would have been re- 
verberated through the world. But 


would this have reformed manking, or 
recanciled them to their duty, or en- 


forced effectually the practice of thoſe 


duties before-mentioned ? Would ſuch 

an appearance have reſtrained the tongue 

of ftallhaod, ſubdued the nne of 
Il to 


the paſhons, and diſciplined the wi 


ſelf-denial, whenever the intereſts of 


truth, juſtice, righteouſneſs, and bene- 
volence required it. Daily experience 
ecvinceth, that ſomet hing more than mere 
evidence is requiſite, to manumit the 


ſlaves of vice, and break the chains of 


evil habits, and to reſtore men to perfect 
freedom. If we really deſire to do al- 
ways what is right, and wiſh not to of- 
fend our Maker, it is neceſſary, that 
we renounce all confidence in our own 
ſtrength, and with humility, and ſince- 
nity, implore divine aid, under all trials 
and difficulties. What vain creatures 
ſhould we become, if we had our wiſhes 
gratified with an increaſe of power, and 
more ample means of ſenſual indulgence, 
and then leſt to ourſelyes without con- 


5 155 troul. 
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troul. If we may judge by their con- 


duct, who have almoſt every thing at 


command, which this world can furniſh 


them with, ſuch a ſtate would be ex- 


ceeding hazardous to our ſouls, and give 


temptation greater force. There are but 


few ſo humble, as to be able to bear 
proſperity with advantage; diſappoint- 
ments, and adverſe ſcenes, become ne- 
ceſſary to reclaim us, when gratitude 


ceaſes to operate, and ſenſual pleaſures 


engroſs our affections. 
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u u M N WEILL 


As it is the will that characterizes 
T the man, and gives to every moral 
action its natural complexion; and 
as there muſt always be an adequate 
7 caule to determine volition, ſo it is of 
great importance to examine, how far 
man is accountable for the actions he 
performs; the diſpoſition of his will 
appearing as much beyond his imme- 


diate power to controul, as his appetites 
of hunger and thirſt. 5 


Ir the will of man, derive from na- 
ture any particular bias, or inclination, 


in favour of ſome things preferable to 


Others, or averſion to ſome more than 
others; or if any intelligent beings have 
acceſs to the mind of man, ſo as to in- 
fluence his will in any degree; then it 
muſt be acknowledged, that ſo far as 
ſuch bias or influence go, neither com- 


mendation nor blame, can be juſtly given 
LO the agent o acting. But if che will 


8 of 
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ol man is of a changeable nature, ſound 
to be ſo by the ſuffrages of all nations, 
and the experience of people in every 
age of the world, then we ought to con- 
ider, how, and by what means, this 
change is made. All the children of |. 
men are certainly weak erroneous crea- |: 
tures, but capable of inſtruction, and 
of tollowing wiſe and good counſel, 
to which they as encouraged, and 
ſtimulated, by motives of advantage, or |} 
_ threatening of miſchief, if neglected. | 
At the lame time they have liberty and 
power to refuſe alliftance, and to rely 
upon their own ſtrength and wildom, 
for their preſent and future welfare. It 
is by adhering to good advice, that youth 
adopt Rood principles, and by acting 
upon ſuch principles they experience 
uch happy effects, as bias their will in 
favor of juſtice, righteouſneſs, and in- 
tegrity. Minds ſo inchned, and thence _ 
imbued with thoſe virtues, cannot fail 
loving all good beings, and Him ſu— 
premely who is moſt excellent. The 
will of ſuck men improves by exerciſe, 
brightens by colliſion, and refines by 
_ difficulties. By this means habits of 
virtue are eſtabliſned, and the path of 
right action becomes moſt eligible and 
: ; pleaſing. 
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leaſing. Thus we ſee how the will of 


man, from an unbiaſſed ſtate, may be 
wrought into a heavenly temper, and 


divine diſpolition. If the means given 


ol their power to prevent, then ro doubt 


ſtinate reſiſtance of good advice, theſe 
means fail of ſucceſs, the conſequent 


wicked diſpoſition, unfit for any truſt or 


and as ſuch, an object of univerſal exe- 
cration to all good beings. If therefore 


mind or will of man, correſpondent diſ- 
evident, that the prevailing bent and 
power, and that conſequently they are 
jects of love and favor, or 


forded to introduce a virtuous courſe of 


to mankind for this purpole prove in- 
ſufficient, through any occurrence out 


a good and merciful Judge will deal 
with them accordingly. But if through 
wilful neglect of the means, and an ob- 
tur effeds will be a bad. ſelfiſh. 
confidence, inimical to ſociety, and diſ- 


cordant to the harmony of the univerſe, 


ſuch is the ſettled order and conſtitution 
of things, that a courſe of voluntary 
action will certainly produce, in the 
poſitions to virtue or vice; then it is 
diſpoſition of the will is in man's own 
accountable creatures, and 17 575 ob- 
ane diflike and 
juſt reſentment. Though the means at- 


action, | 
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action, are great and many, both from 
hope and fear; yet they never were de- 
ſigned to operate in ſuch a manner, as 
to overbear the freedom of the human 
mind, and compel men to be good. 
That thole great ſprings of action operate 
Jobo feebly is certainly peoples own fault; 
they help each other to weaken their 
influence, and prevent the kind intend- 
cd effect. Hope and fear, inſtruction 
and example, emulation, love and hatred, 
when properly directed, are powerful 
motives to the acquiſition of good habits, 
and rectitude of will; and like ſtreams 
united into one current, move, When 
joined together, with ſuch force, as is 
almoſt ſufficient to bear down all oppo- 
fition. The path of duty then will i 
come eaſy, and delightful. Filal fear 
will take place of ſervile fear, free and 
grateful obedience of conſtrained or 
mercenary ſervice, reſpecting our Crea- 
tor, and a generous benevolent ſolicitude 
(inſtead of a narrow contracted ſpirit) 
for the welfare of all mankind.  _ 
Tr is equally the ordination of hea- 
ven, that the mind of man, when daily 
exerciſed by virtuous and good actions, 
ſhould in due time produce a ſuitable 
_ temper, and correſponding diſpoſition of i 
e Fes will, 
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will, as that arable ground, well culti- 
|} vated, and ſown with good ſeed, ſhould ' 
| yield, in its ſeaſon, a plentiful harveſt. 


When by this means the will is fixed 


and determined, in favor of truth and 
righteouſneſs, all will go right, difficul- 
ties will vaniſh, virtues flouriſh, the world 


| recede, and heaven appear in view. 
The love of truth will make us ſenſible 


of our own weakneſs, and that will in- 
duce humility, and humility will re- 
commend us to divine mercy. By a 
Juſt and upright conduct, we may be 
allured of the approbation and favor of 

our Maker, and then we can have no- 


WOT. 1 . 5 
O the other hand, when by a bad 
education, indulged paſſions, and evil 
examples, the will contracts a wrong 
bias, a narrow ſelfiſh ſpirit predomi- 
nates; ſenſual pleaſures take the lead, 
_ deception, flattery, and injuſtice ſoon 
follow, and diftreſt diſappointment, and 
-matery, bring up the rear. 
As time ſtrengthens and confirms 


habits, ſo the difficulty of reformation 


muſt of courſe, be ſo much the greater, | 
the longer bad habits have continued. 
Vet ſuch is the divine goodnels, that the 


repentance are lodged in the 
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means of reformation are {11111 provided; 


if offenders, with contrition, humility, 


and penitence, will make uſe of them. 
Devout earneſt prayer, with ſincere re- 


pentance, offered up to God, by faith | 
in Jeſus Chriſt, we are warranted from 
ſcripture to depend upon, as the only | 
certain way to pardon and acceptance... 
As I hve, faith the Lord, I have no 
_ pleaſure in the death of the wicked, but 
had rather he ſhould repent and live. 
The ſame authority aſſuxes us, that there 
is joy in heaven over a ſinner that re- 
penteth. Let the wicked forſake his way, | 
and the unrighteous man his thoughts, 
and let him return unto the Lord, and 
he will have mercy upon him, and to 
our God, for he will abundantly pardon: ÞF 
Theſe declarations are full of grace and | 
mercy, invitation and encouragement, 
founded in goodneſs, and more perma- 
nent than a rock of adamant. By im- 
plication, and juſt inference, we mufi 


conclude, that the means and pos of 


ſinners, and that they will be reſponſible 


for neglecting them. As all animal paſ- 
ions grow ftronger by indulgence, ſo 
they will, if not checked and reſtrained, 
gain the aſcendant in the human heart, 


and 


1ands of 
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and ſubjugate the will to their tyrannic 


1 way. It is therefore the intereſt of 


every one, to be upon his guard againſt 


the encroachments of his paſſions, to 


1 keep them under the authority and con- 


troul of reaſon and conſcience. 
As objects of ſenſe make the firſt im- 


preſſion upon the mind, fo conſequently _ 
there is in all men a predilection in 


favor of animal pleaſures, which being 


ſeconded by evil example, bad educa- 
tion, arid prevailing cuſtom; no wonder 


that whatever counteracts ſenſual plea- _ 
lure and animal MORNE, ſhould 
meet with continua 


pleas, and ſubtle excuſes, for vicious 


indulgences, for irregular paſſions and 
ſelfiſh purſuits, and all criminal exceſſes. 
Will not this fairly account for the ge- 


neral depravity of mankind, and the 


prevailing corruption of. human nature, 
without loading our firſt parents with the 


guilt of their poſterity, and imputing to 


one offence that deluge of evils, which, 
from age to age, has overſpread the world. 
| The language of ſcripture is very dif- 


terent. And if we receive it as the re- 
vealed will of God, we muſt believe, 
that he is no reſpecter of perſons, but in 
To ES every 


ment. Hence naturally ariſe extenuating 
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| _ every nation N he Who fears him, and work- 
| eth righteouinels, 18 accepted ot him. 
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Tro0v6n the power of volition is coe- 
| val with human nature, yet the diſpo- 
| ſition, inclination, or propenſity of the 
will to moral actions, is a ſubſequent ac- 
| quiſition, and depends upon that courſe 


| of action, good or bad, in which the 
agent voluntarily engages. If this view _ 
ol human nature be juſt, if it is founded 
in the nature of things, and evinced by Þ 
experience and obſervation; if the di- 
poſition of the will conſtitute the mo- 
_ rality of the action, then it neceſlarily 
follows, that he who ſtops his ear againit 
the voice of truth, and obſtinately per- 
fiſts in vice, will feel a propenſity in his | 
mind to evil, and hatred to good. But | 
that man who adheres to the inſtructions 
of wiſdom, and beſt obeys the com- 
mands of God, will be moſt virtuous, and 
approach the neareſt to his Divine Maſter, 
in celeſtial beauty, dignity, and glory. 
Tuo man is a free agent, and 
wills freely what is in his mind to do, 
yet it does not thence follow, that he can 
execute all his purpoſes, or that he is not 
criminal, when only overt actions evince 
the depravity of his heart. Neither do 
all thoſe acts, which prove hurtful to 
. WS TO ſociety, 
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ſociety, and offenſive to morality, always 
indicate an evil diſpoſition of mind; be- 


cauſe in the former caſe, fear, or ſome 


ſuperior power, may prevent him carry- 


ing into execution very pernicious and 


diabolical inclinations ; and in the latter 
cale, invincible error, or compulſion, 


operating on a timid diſpoſition, may 


induce the agent to do, what he would 
otherwiſe willingly avoid: 


As the ſprings of human action ſre- 


quently he very deep, and receive a 
tincture from the foil, through which 
they run, it is difficult to judge, with 
preciſion and certainty, what degree of 
virtue or vice belongs to men's actions. 
Though there is no better rule than to 
judge of the tree by its fruit, yet where 
men diſguiſe their actions, with att and 
cunning, to gain applauſe ; or when by 


early prejudices they adopt erroneous 


principles for true ones, there it mult be 


very difficult to develope the nature of 


their actions, reſpecting the degree of 
criminality. However, it is the part off 
candor always to hope the bell, and in- 


cline to the moſt favorable opinion of 

men's actions, and to make all kind al- 

lovwances for the errors and failings inci- 

dent to human nature, and from which 
the beſt of men are not exempt. 
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i B the Gan of original ſin, men 
are led to exculpate themſelves, 
and to throw the blame of all thei 


evil diſpoſitions, upon their firſt p 


genitors; but as this does not a appear _ 
anding 
the bold aſſertions of its fallible — 
ſo there is no neceſſity to adopt it, into 
our chriſtian creed. The arguments in 
favor of it, drawn from the conſideration 
of men's univerſal depravity, are by no 


be a ſcripture doctrine, notwith 


means concluſive. Stronger reaſons mili- 


tate againſt them, and therefore ought to 


have the preference. . 


WnOEVER will carefully advert to 
the nature and circumſtances of man- 
kind, muſt obſerve, that in early life, 


hen 


Me 
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when under the guardianſhip of others, 
1mpreſſhons are made upon the minds 
of youth, by example and inſtruction, 
which, whether good or bad, grow 


_ ſtronger by time, and ſtrike ſuch deep 
root, as can ſcarce ever be e 
except when ſome paſſion is greatly of- 
fended, or ſome temporal intereſt comes 
in the way. It is likewiſe obſervable, 


that the paſſions, thoſe elements of life, 


are always very ſolicitous for indulgence, 


and become too ſtrong for controul, if 


not reſtrained by fear, and well diſ- 
ciplined betimes; though they are all 


of conſiderable ſervice, when kept un- 


der ſtrict ſervitude; yet when ſuffered 
to bear ſway, like torrents overflowing 


their banks, all is confuſion, diſorder, 
and ruin. To the deſpotiſm of the pal- 


ſions, the moſt dreadful calamities of 
human life may be fairly and truly at- 


tributed, and not to any original bias, 
or natural propenſity in the heart, to evil. 


Ir is the regular courſe and conſtant = 
proceſs of nature, that every plant ſhould 


grow from its proper ſeed, and ever 


animated being produce its like. It is 


no leſs the eſtabliſhed law of nature, or 


rather the God of nature, that the com- 
plexion and temper of the human mind, 
1 . 
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ſhould depend upon ſuch a ſeries and 


courle of moral actions, as are not owing 


to reſtraint or compulſion, but choice 


and freedom. Though a pious educa- 


tion and good example are invaluable 
PETERS, as incentives to virtue, and 


favorable to the forming good habits, 


25 48 enn, ae La 


yet unleſs the will concur, and volun- 
tary good actions enſue, it had been 


much better for ſuch a man, never to 
have had ſuch advantages. Every ſtep 


in the path of duty, advances men in 
the chriſtian life, and tends not only to 


improve their virtue, but to facilitate 


the practice of it. On the other hand, 
every wilful act of injuſtice, ingratitude, 
inhumanity, and violence, make way * | 

for a more ealy repetition, and fink the 


agent deeper in guilt and danger. Ho- 


cover careleſs and indifferent men may 
be about the happineſs of their ſouls, it 
is a very ſerious and important concern, 
becauſe there is no other alternative than 
this, either they muſt be qualified for a 
ſtate of ſocial endleſs bliſs, by habits of 


virtue, or periſh everlaſtingly. There 


can be no doubt, but that all gracious 
allowances will be made, for the difhcul- 
ties and dangers, the ignorance and 

| rank and evil 

examples, 


weaknels, the early preju 


bene A — 8 


examples, to which men in different 
ſtations, are expoled, and every reaſon- 


able aid and alliſtance will be afforded; 


for nothing can be more certain, than 


that the judge of all the earth will do 
right. | „ 


Ix the mind of man 18 naturally de- 
praved, and hoſtile to virtue, from his 
infancy, how can it be accounted for, 


that children, before they are ſeduced 
by wicked companions, or are tempted 
by ſome proſpect of advantage, will ſel- 
dom commit cruelty, act fraudulently, 
or violate truth? Had original fin, like 


a dead weight, hung upon human na— 


ture, it mult there have appeared molt 


! conſpicuous, where nature acted in full 


power, and met with the leaſt obſtruction, 


in its operations. Would but men attend, 


to what our Lord himſelf expreſsly de- 


dlares on this ſubject, one would think, 

| that no ſincere chriſtian could any longer 
maintain, and defend, ſo erroneous an 

opinion of fallible men; the words re- 

ferred to are theſe; men love darkneſs 

rather than light, becauſe their deeds are 


evil; which plainly intimate, that the 


love of darkneſs is the conſequence of 
evil actions. Our Lord does not ſo 
much as hint at any original taint, or 


_ depravity 
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Htion of the heart is derived frow 
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depravity of will, but that the 


a*tions. Does not our Lord {ﬀak of 
little children, as the very pattefns of 


uinmocence, when he tells his diſciples, 
that of ſuch is the kingdom of heaven. ; 
If we believe the apoſtle Paul, we muſt Þ| 
agree, that men who are not favored 


with the explicit commands of God, 


exprefled in his law, can yet by nature 
do what the law requires; Rom. ii. 14. 
Not the hearers of the law are juſtified 5 
before God, but the doers. 
oo ME: univerſality of pride 1s perhaps 
the ſtrongeſt argument, that can be pro- 
duced in favor of this doctrine of origi- 
nal ſin; and yet there ſeems a fair way Þ 
of accounting for its production, without 
charging it upon Adam's tranſgreſſion. 
II is obvious to every conſiderate | 
mind, that there is in man, a ſtrong 
paſſion for fame, an anxious deſire of 
applauſe and eſteem ; and that this de- 
tire, like an elaſtic ſpring, is always 
prefling to action. It is further to be | 
obſerved, that this, like other blind pa- 
lions, is often employed i in diſhonorable, Þ 
as well as honorable ſervice. When our | 
companions and friends are men of ſtrict 


virtue, it is a ſtrong incentive to right 


ORC 1 


r we + 


action; . 


Trovcars ON ORIGINAL Six. 57 


action; but when our connexions are 
with men of looſe abandoned principles, 
we eaſily ſlide into their manners, adopt 
their principles, and emulate their vices, 
in expectation of their praiſe. Now as 
men always chuſe the eaſieſt wy to 
accompliſh their deſigns, ſo in gratifying 
this univerſal paſſion, they ſeldom are 
ſeo ſcrupulous, as to examine into the 
| juſtice of their pretenſions, but receive, 
with avidity, all the applauſe which they 
can obtain, right or wrong. By this 
means men over-rate their own deſerts, 
} ſwell with imaginary importance, and 
ch ill brook any oppoſition to their 
illegitimate merit. Hence we may con- 
clude, that every one feels in himſelf a 
_ continual temptation, to think better of 
himſelf than he deſerves, and is com- 
monly offended, if others do not think 
| fo too. When men have not acquired a 
real love to truth and juſtice, by a ſteady 
practice of thoſe virtues, they will eaſilx 
be ſeduced by flattery, toprocure eſteem 
and honor, by art and cunning. We 
find but few ſo ſtrictly honeſt, as to reject 
1 praiſe which they do not deſerve, when 
their demerit 1s only known to them- 
1 ſelves. Thus, I oteſunts we may fairly 
account for that inroad, which pride 
55 JJ»;——d2 . -- MKES. 
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makes into the human heart; and the 
univerſality of its ſpread. There {eent 
to be but few human actions, performed 


in the eye of the world, but what this 


paſlion of emulation has ſome concern 


in; every learned debate, every trial ok 
kill, nay more, even the giſts of nature, 
ſuch as beauty, ſtrength, and courage, 


and allo, titles, and employments, ſet this 


active principle i in motion, and counte- 
nance the above opinion. —{ Emulation, =_ 
like other principles of involuntary mo- 
tion, is uſeful, or hurtfu), jult as it is 
managed MM pointed properly, judici- 
_ oully, and wiſely, it then impels to noble, 
| generous, and good actions; but if the 
example, and influence of aſſociates and 
friends are in favor of oſtentation, ſen- 
i and flattery, emulation then de- 
generates into pride, and inflames the 
mind with wild ambition, and a feveriſi 

thirſt for deſpotic ſway.] If all Adam's 
poſterity are tainted with his guilt, (as a 


polluted caſk communicates its impuri- 


ties to its contents) how can the advo- 

cCates for this doctrine account, for our 
Lord's eſcaping the infection. He called 
_ himſelf the Son of man, partook of man's 
nature, and was in all points tempted 
as we are, e immaculate, and pure. 
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Deep rooted prejudices, eſpecially re- 
ligious ones, are extremely hard to era- 


dicate : It was ſo in our Saviour's time. 
The Jewiſh zealots were ſo tenacious ot 


their eſtabliſhed prejudices, that nothing 


lels than miracles could prevail with 
them, to give them up. Nor would 
even miracles produce that effect with 

any, but ſincere well-diſpoſed people. 
Such is the rancorous ſpirit of blind en- 
fthulilaſtic zeal, that both prieſt and laity, 

When ſupported by the civil power, 
never fail to perſecute and oppreſs all 
thoſe, who cannot fee religious matters, 
in the ſame light as they do. And ſuch 


1s their antichriſtian malice, and reſent- 


ment, that beſides hard names, and illi- 


beral abuſe, fome go ſo far, as to thun- 


| der out church vengeance, excommuni- 
| cation, and everlaſting execration. The 
fanguinary ſons of eccleſiaſtical tyranny 

| make religion their whetſtone, on which 
they ſharpen the bloody knife of perle- 
cution, to butcher the innocent flock of. 


the great Shepherd of ſouls. 
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ESTABLISHMENTS, 


A humble fervent prayer is the 0 


beſt means to attain ſcripture- 


knowledge, ſo confidence in hu- 


man creeds, is the high road to con- 


fuſion and error, treaſon to the ſtate of | 
_ chriſtianity, and a violation of its ſacred 
laws. The clear and expreſs command 


of the chriſtian Lawgiver is, to call no 


man maſter upon earth; we are not to 
lord 1t over one another, but to love as 
brethren. The way to pre-eminence in 
the chriſtian. church can no way be ob: 


tained, but by humility, and becoming 
the ſervant O 


maxims of the world, and eccleſiaſtical 
olicy. The hiſtory of paſt ages ex- 
babs fu ſuch a Ronny ys: of cruel per- 
ſecution 
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ſecution and tyranny, whenever eccle- 
fiaſtical power hath taken the lead, that 
nothing could demonſtrate more fully, 
the propriety of our Lord's injunction 
to his ſervants, or afford plainer marks 
of the true ſpirit of antichriſt. By the 
luſt of power, and this domineering 


| ſpirit (inſtead of the goſpel of peace, 
i its ſalutary influence over the _ 
whole habitable globe) cloudy contro- 
verſy, unintelligible doctrines, human 
inventions, and abſurd opinions, have 


” fo prevailed, and ſpread their baneful 
influence, as to impede the progreſs of 
genuine chriſtianity, and obſcure its na- 
tive beauty and excellence. Under the 
banners of tyrannical zealots, what a 
deluge of corruption hath found its way 
into the church of Chriſt, where it has 
been accumulating from age to age; 
| which would have been waſhed away of 
itlelf, if human authority had not un- 
| happily interpoſed, and prevented from 
ſinking into oblivion, the noxious dregs 
of foul ſuperſtition, and eſtabliſhed error. 
Strong and early prejudices are at no 
time eaſy to eradicate, eſpecially when 
countenanced by venerable antiquity, 
popular opinion, and eſtabliſhed human 
authority. But for weak fallible men, 
D Re 60 
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to aſſume a right of pre-eminence and 
authority over their brethren, their equals 
in the church of Chriſt, (without pro- 


ducing any credentials to ſupport their 


pretenſions) is the height of inſolence, 
a bold invaſion of the ſacred prerogative 
| of Chriſt, and directly contrary to his 
command. Such men, however digni— 
hed with titles, popular talents, learn- 
ing, and temporal power, mult aſſuredly 

render a true account of all their pro- 

ccedings, and will find no ſhelter "0 
that dreadful ſtorm of vengeance, which 


awaits ſuch daring perfidy, ſuch bold | 


preſumption, and ſacrilegious crimi- 
As the ſpirit of the world and the 
{ſpirit of chriſtianity, are incompatible, 


10 it is impoſſible to ſerve two maſters, 
Condeſcenſion, meekneſs, brotherly love, 


and charity, are the characteriſtics of 


_ Chriſt's ſervants ; on the contrary, domi- | 


nation, intolerance, and perſecution, are 
the evident ſignatures of the ſpirit of 
antichriſt. The true ſpirit of chriſtiani- 
ty 1s benevolence, peace, righteouſneſs, 
Charity, meekneſs, and brotherly love. 
All ſuch religious principles, as can- 
not ſtand without the aid of worldly 
_ emoluments and coercive pavers e 
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like the walls of old cathedrals require 
buttreſſes to ſupport them) can never 
juſtly claim any alliance with chriſtianity, 

or originate from that Divine Being, 
whoſe ſervice is perfect freedom. Fines 
and penalties, racks and tortures, eccle- 


ſiaſtical preferments and fat beneſices, 
may eſtabliſh abſurd tenets, and propa- 


gate error, but were never known, to 


convince the judgment, and convey 
truth to the under andings, and hearts 
of men. | 


LET any impartial perſon ike a view 


8 of all the religious eſtabliſhments now 


in the world, and then declare whether 
he does not think, that the ſame ſpirit of 


contention, for modes of faith, for forms 


and ceremonies, would again break ous 


O 


(if countenanced by the civil power) 
with the ſame degree of violence, as 
amongſt the Jews, when they crucified 


the immaculate Son of God, and put 
him to open ſhame. The ſpirit of bigotry 


and perſe ecution, though it lies concealed. 
for a time, 1s ever the ſame deſtructive, 


wy bloody-minded Fiend. Whoever hath 


recourſe to coercive means, to acts 0 
: hoſtility, to fines or impriſonment, 111 
gious princi:- 


order to propagate his relig 


ples, gives convincing teſtimony, that he 
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is not actuated by the ſpirit of chriſtiani- 


ty, but that of the world. If any one, 
by virtue of his learning and temporal 
power, will plead a right, to exerciſe 
authority over the conſciences of thoſe, 
who happen to be within his influence; 


for the {ame teaſon, other learned men 


may claim the fame right, and what 

_ direful conſequences would enſue? even 
all manner of ſpiritual tyranny, blind 
bigotry, flaming zeal, and perſecution. 

He who aſſumes authority over his bro- 
ther's conſcience, contradicts the injunc- 


tions of the goſpel. 


Advice. 


ApDvice TO A SON. © 65 


PART I 
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My Dran Sox, 


A $ you are. now artived at thoſe 


4 


Others, ſtrenuouſly endeavour to avoid 
their follies and vices. Reject the coun- 


ſel of profane men, and imitate the beſt 
examples. Spare no pains in emulating 
their virtuous actions, which ſpread a 


glory round them, and attract the love, 


K 8 _ eſteem, 


years, which give you a right, to 
the ſtee uſe and exerciſe of your 
own judgment, fo, I hope, you will pro- 
cCeed therein with caution and diffidence, 

and being warned by the miſcarriages of 
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eſteem, and friendſhip, of every good 


being in the univerſe. _ 
To this purpoſe, I defire you will 


liſten, with cloſe attention, to the advice 


of one, who can have no views, but for 


your preſent and future welfare. Be 


careful that no partial conſideration, no 
ſordid intereſt, no momentary pleaſure, 


ever bribe your judgment, or warp it 


from the ſtraight line of truth. Be fully 


determined in your own mind, always 
to maintain your integrity, and a con- 
ſcientious regard to that duty, which 
vou owe both to God, and man. Never 
be afraid of the name of enthuſialt, nor 
| aſhamed of your chriſtian profeſſion. 
Expect to meet with reproach, but be 
careful not to deſerve it. Remember, 
that the friendſhip of the world is incom- 
patible with chriſtian fidelity. Though 
a firict adherence to truth may ſome- 
times expoſe you to inconvenience, yet 


be aſſured, that every ſacrifice you make 


on that account, ſtores up pleaſure for 
futurity, and will be amply rewarded. 
However inconſiſtent with the wiſdom 
of the world, the love of truth, and a 
ſteady adherence to it, will ſecure you 
from many great evils, and procure you 
ineſtimable advantages. Hence you will 


55 


— — e no as 2 2 EE N 


ADVICE TO A SON. 67 


be led to ſuſpend your judgment 1n all 
dubious caſes, conſequently you will 
avoid a great deal of contention, and 
dangerous error; hence you will ſtrictly 


examine into the ſprings and motives of 


your own actions, and condemn, or ap- 


prove, according to evidence. You will 
not take education- principles upon truſt, 
but bring them to the teſt of reaſon, and 
revelation, and diſcard readily whatever 


will not ſtand the ſevereſt ſcrutiny. 


Wren your veracity is well known 


and eſtabliſhed, then you will be eſteem- 


ed fitly qualified for any important truſt, 
or confidence, within the limits of your 
capacity. Neither will you take oflence, 
if your powers of action conſine your 
ſphere of uſefulneſs, to a ſmall circle. 
There is ſomething ſo baſe, ſo diſin- 


genuous, in the character of a liar, that 


the moſt execrable being in the univerſe 
is the reputed father of all ſuch. Not- 


withſtanding the great pretences, which 


men of all ranks make to ws. ad and 
honeſty, and the offence which a ſug- 
geſtion to the contrary occaſions, yet 


experience obligeth us to conclude, that 


it is rare and uncommon to meet with a 
man of ſtrict veracity, honeſty, and in- 
tegrity; one who would willingly forego 
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any ſiniſter advantage, any ſenſual grati- 


fication, rather than invade the rights of 


others, or violate his own conſcience. 


My next advice is, that you ſhould 


be very careful how you form your 


Connexions. Be not haſty in making 
Ffriendſhips, nor truſt to ſpecious appear- 


ances. The world is full of flattery, 
deception, and error. Mankind in ge- 


neral are too ſelfiſn, too opinionated, too 
much the ſlaves of paſſion, to be capable 
of ſo generous a principle, as cordial 


friendſhip. You may meet with many, 


who can expatiate very agreeably upon 
the charms and virtue of friend{hip, on 
the advantages and felicity of mutual _ 
confidence, and unreſerved communi- 

cation of the ſecret ſentiments of the 

| heart; who, at the ſame time, mean 
only to diſplay their own talents, or to 


inſinuate themſelves into the confidence 
of the. credulous, and gull the unex- 


perienced. It is no uncommon thing 
for the artful and cunning, to ſteal into | 
the affections and confidence of youth, 
by ſtrong proteſtations of fincerity, and 


making profeſſion of an open, 1 


an 
unexperienced innocence is ol 


CHER, diſdaining all timid reſerve 
mean ſuſpicion; by which means, 
is often be- 
trayed, | 
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trayed, their good nature ſhocked, and 
ſpecious villainy goes off in triumph. 
But be not you, my Son, fo fatally de- 


ceived. Before you repoſe great confi- 


dence in any perlon, ſee that he has the | 


fear of God before his eyes: be ſure 


that he is a conſcientious man; or you 
can have no ſecurity, that he will not 


deceive you. When, by clear and 


ſtrong proof, you know a man to be 
i, value him beyond the rich mines 
of Potoſi, and bind him to your heart 


hone 


with hoops of ſteel. As a daily memento, 


; inſcribe over your door, in golden capi- 
tals, this inſtructive oblervation of Solo- 
mon's; He that walketh with wiſe 

men ſhall be wiſe, but a companion of 

| Tools will be deſtroyed.” Mankind in 
| general have their manners formed, and 
moulded, by the companions of their 


choice, or by accidental aſſociates. It 


muſt be of vaſt importance then, to 
ſhun and avoid the company of profane, 
debauched men, and to aſſociate with 
the pious and good, Let not the difh- 
culty of finding ſuch valuable men, as 
you wiſh for your companions, dilcou- 
© rage you in the way of integrity. Such 
is the effect, and acknowledged influ- 
ence, which the members of ſociety 


have 


in the 
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have upon one another; ſuch the ſimi- 
larity of manners, and objects of pur- 


fuit, in the various claſſes and orders of 


men, that 1t is a well known proverb, 
That a man is known by his company. 
THERE is another eſſential ingredient 


io your happineſs, which I would earneſt- 
ly recommend to you, and that is pure, 


__ unaffected humility, which is not to be 
attained by a tranſient wiſh, or by a 


taint deſire; but being a virtue of high 


eſtimation, it deſerves your greateſt 


ſolicitude, to acquire it. Like ballaſt ' 
in a ſhip, it will keep your mind ſteady 

Ks af life, and like the Sun 
on the face of nature, it will ſhed a 
| luſtre on all your actions, and invigorate 


every plant of virtue. By this virtue 
ol humility, the mind is properly fitied 
for the reception of divine influence, 
which gives ſucceſs to our beſt efforts 


of improvement. On the contrary, the 


mind is poiſoned by pride, and flattery; 


it is the nature of vanity, and ſelf-con- 
ceit, to ſhut the door againſt improve- 
ment, and divine inſtruction. If you 
deſire the favor of heaven, and the 


eſteem and love of all wiſe and good be- 


ings, you will cultivate humility, withthe 
greateſt care, and welcome even afflic- 
EE tion, 
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tion, if conducive to this end. The 
time is coming, when all worldly gran- 


| deur, riches, and power (compared with 
humility) will be as feathers in the ſcale, 
or as the faint glimmering of a glow- 


worm, to the meridian brightneſs of the 


7 Sun. 99ꝙ.0 © @ . . © © © © 


Wrar is uſually called pleaſure, 


when unlicenſed by divine authority, 


or ſurreptitiouſly obtained, loſes its ex- 
hilarating nature, and turns to corroſive 


poiſon. The bold aſſaſſin, or felonious 
thief, who ſteals his neighbour's pro- 
perty, is not half ſo bad a peſt to com- 


munity, as the man who gives himſelf 


up to ſenſuality, and vicious indul- 
gence; who ſcruples not to debauch 


your daughter, or ſeduce your wife; 
who tramples upon the moſt valuable 
rights of ſociety, exults in his ſucceſs, 
and glories in his ſhame. Were it pol- 
ſible for ſuch a man to inſure to himſelf 
a Nabob's fortune, princely power, an 
| athletic conſtitution, and uninterrupted 
health, for a ſeries of years together; 
and during that time, to revel in wanton 
ſports, to indulge himſelf with women 
and wine, to the utmoſt of his carnal _ 
wiſhes; however envied by the ſlaves 
of libidinous paſſion, all good men would 
F ene, 
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bluſh at the depravity, and lament the 


defection. Is there, my Son, ſo much 
as one good being in the univerſe, who | 


could make a friend of ſuch a man? Is 
there any thing in ſuch a character 
amiable, commendable, or uſeful? Is 
there the leaſt foundation for truſt, con- 


fidence, or eſteem ? Where a lelfiſh ſpirit 
predominates, pervades every action, 
and bounds his deſires, that man forfeits 
all ſocial regard, and becomes diſquali- 
fied for all manly, rational, and urbani- 


cal happineſs. 


C men cancel their obligations to | 
juſtice, temperance, chaſtity, and purity, 
by acts of rebellion, and by obſtinate 
_ ſelfiſhneſs. The experience of all ages 
informs us of the great danger of plea- 
{ure's intoxicating cup; from her for- 


bidden fruit, temptation draws a ſpirit 


of ſo ſubtle, potent, and inebriating a 
nature, as debilitates the mental powers, 
alienates the heart from God, and diſ-— 
qualifies it for heaven; like falſe friend- 
hip, while it mantles in the eye, it ſtabs 
to the heart. When criminal pleaſures 
ſpread their ſyren charms, and court 
compliance, you, my Son, muſt take 
the alarm, and inſtantly fly from the 
danger. To parly with treachery 1s too 
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hazardous, and conſcious weakneſs for- 
| bids the encounter. Remember your 
obligations to that Being, whole you are, 

and whom you ought to lerve; to whom 
you are indebted for all you enjoy, or 
can reaſonably hope for. Think of the 
' ſharp ſting of an offended conſcience, 
and what a dreadful thing it is to incur. 
the diſpleaſure of the greateſt, and belt 
of Beings! In all trials look up to hea- 
ven, to invigorate your reſolutions, and 
| ſtrengthen your religious principles; let 
it be your daily prayer, to be kept from 
fatal temptations, and cultivate in your 
mind, a filial fear of offending God. 
Think it not hard, to regulate your 
deſires, by the ſtandard of truth and 
righteouſneſs, or to deny yourſelf ſuch 
indulgencies, as manifeſtly tend to en- 
flave the foul, and deſtroy its peace. 
Cosi DER well the honor, and privi- 
lege, of having God tor your Father, his 
| Wiſdom for your guide, and his power for 
your protection. Never forſake the plain 
rule of duty. If any force of argument 
is to be derived from experience, there 
is accumulated evidence, in favor of in- 
tegrity; ſearch all ages, and you ſhall not 
find one perſon, who ever regretted his 
being wile and good, who ever repented 
his fidelity and obedience to his Maker. 
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\ S your little bark is juſt launching 
A. into a wide tumultuous ſea, where 
: you mult expect rough ſtorms and 
ls! tempeſts, as well as prol- 
perous gales and chearful ſunſhine, (fo 
that you will need every help to ſteer 
your coune with ſafety) permit me to 
be your pilot, your confidant, and boſom 
friend. Open freely the ſecret receſles 
of your heart, that I may better know 
how to adminiſter aſſiſtance. This re- 
4 88 be aſſured, ariſes Jolly from a 
deſire to advance your welfare. My 
longer experience in active life, and 
more frequent opportunities of obſerv- 
ing men and things, may enable me to 
5 * . SLE render 
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voyage through life. : 
Son. HONORED Sir; conſcious of my 


render you ſome ſignal ſervice, in your 


danger, I embrace your kind offer, with 
alacrity and thankfulneſs; and I hope 


that you will have the plealure, of ſee- 


ing your generous concern for my hap- 
pirieſs, crowned with {uccels. As I lee 
every thing ſmile, and look gay around 
me, I freely confeſs, that my ſtrongeſt 
| propenhity is to pleaſure; and as this 
ardent deſire is, I preſume, conſtitu- 
tional, ſo I conclude, there cannot be 
any thing wrong, or criminal, in the 
— ri a Tuco 
Father. NATURE no doubt hath her 
ſtores of pleaſure, in great abundance, 
for the entertainment of ſuch minds, as 
are prepared for them. But the plea- 
ſure which engages your attention, and 
charms you ſo much, ſeems to be alio- 
gether of the animal ſenſual kind; and 
no wonder; becauſe objects of ſenſe 
make the firſt impreſſion, and thereby 
occaſion a predilection in their favor. 
Amongſt all who have never yet taſted 
the ſublime pleaſures, which philoſophy 
and wiſdom yield unto their votarics, 
Ho far that neglect is chargeable upon 
you, or thoſe about you, or upou both, 
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we will not now conſider; but proceed 


to enquire, whether you think yourlelf 


at liberty, when any paſlion is excited, 
to exclude all other conſiderations, but 


thoſe of pleaſure, gratthication, and in- | 


dulgence. 


Do you imagine, that you may, with- 


out any damage to yourſelf or others, 


give way to the impetuolity of your 


paſſions, becauſe you find yourlelf ſo 


inclined” or do you imagine, that you 
have no command, or e power, 


over them? 


Son. No Sir, that i 18 not my idea. I 
apprehend, that I have ſome power, and 


+, do not intend to become a flave to my 


2 paſſions, but only to indulge them ſo 


jar, as is conſiſtent With my health, eaſe, 
and reputation. ETD 


Father. VERY well ; whenever then 
the care of your health, eale, &c. come 
in competition, you think it would be 
right to reſtrain inclination, check ſen- 

ſual indulgencies, and lay an embargo | 
- upon your paſſions : 
Son. Yes Sir, I do. But how far it 


© would be in my power, to follow my 


judgment. and act right, when objects 
ol pleaſure ſpread their charms before 
me, and enflame deſire, to this J muſt 
Ay; demur, 
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demur, in making any deciſion. From 
the little experience I have had of my 
| own power and reſolution, I am con- 
vinced, that, in times of danger, there 
18 no certain dependance to be made on 
my own ſtrength, having frequently ob- 
ſerved, that my eſcapes from dies, 
into which my paſſions led me, were 
not owing to firmneſs and reſolution of 
mind, but to ſome other cauſe happily 
provided for my eſcape, and moſtly to 
the principle f r.. 


Father. So then, I find, you diſclaim 
all merit, in the eee regula- 
tion of your paſlions, and frankly re- 
nounce ſelf- confidence, when danger is 
mer. VN 
Son. INDEED I do; and whatever 
Cegnſure, or ridicule, I incur, I welcome 
fear with all my heart, whenever it in 
the means of ſafety, and no better prin- 
ciple is at hand, to ſhield me from 
„ Wreatening milekeh. 
J Father. 1 am glad to hear ſo candid A 
cConfeſſion; it is a good ſign, when youth 
are modeſt and diffident; by that means 
" | they eſcape many evils, which the raſh 
and preſumptuous ruſh into. They be- 
> | come likewiſe the care of thoſe good 
beings, who (though inviſible) are always 
EE 
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ready to do kind Offices, to all proper 
objects. There is ſomething ſo amable 
and engaging in modeſt ditidence, that 


no benevolent being could withhold any 


needful help, which was in his power iQ 
give. Under the fallacious appcarauce 
of heroic courage and intrepid magna- 


nimity, what numbers do we fee, con- 


tinually involving themielves in inex- 
tricable difficulties, and expohng them- 
ſelves to ſuffering in the very vortex ok 


human calamities? and all this in de- 


Hance of all the loud warnings and re- 


monſtrances, repeatedly echoed through 


every age, and every quarter ot the 
world. But, my Son, have you counted 

the colt of adopting ſo low a motive, as 
fear for your guard, againſt danger from 
the paſſions. Can you ſtand the ſhock 

of ridicule, and be ſuperior to a witty 
zeſt, and pointed ſarcaſm, from your 


convivial companions? 
Son. Thou I cannot pretend te 


ſay, what inconveniencies and difhcul- 
ties I may meet with, in the unfrequent- 
ed road of humble difhdence; yet I 
hope, by divine aſſiſtance, to carry my 

re ee of integrity into execution; 
and that whatever ſacrifice I make on 
that account, the Joſs will be amply 
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made up, in pleaſures of a more noble 


and exalted nature. 


| Father. Pray what foundation do 
Fou build ſuch high expectations upon? 


Son. UP the tellimony of all wiſe 


and good men, in every age of the 

4 who have made the experiment. 
Father. BuT how can you be ſure, 
that they 5 the truth, and do not 


worl 


deceive and impoſe upon you? 


Son. BECAUSiE no e e good ö 


man can deliberately tell a lye; it is in- 


conſiſtent with integrity, and can no 
more proceed from the tongue of a good 
man, than darkneſs from the ſun. If 1 
am an enthuſiaſt in any thing, it is, in 
the love of truth; and the more I con- 
template its great uſe and e 


the ſtronger I feel its divine energy. 


Father. BE aſſured, my Son, that you 
cannot eſteem truth too much, nor let 
too high a value, on fo divine a prin- 


ciple of action. It lies at the founda- 


tion of all wiſdom and goodneſs, and 
| ſhould on no pretence whatever be given 
up. He who allows himſelf to ſhuffle, 
fa lify, and impoſe upon the credulity 
und ignorance of others, weakens the 
ſtrongeſt nerve, and firmeſt band, of all 
Public and wy ate faith and moe: 
on. 
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Son. I know people differ much in 
opinion on this ſubject. There are many 
ol great character, who think it no crime 

to fay one thing, and mean another; to 

ſay what is falſe to thole, who, they 
think, have no right to truth, or where 
the knowledge of the truth would pro- 


bably do them harm. 


Father. Ir you deſire to enjoy the | 


amiable character of a man of inflexible 


integrity, and ſtrict veracity ; one of whoſe 
word dependance may reſt, as on a rock 

ok adamant, you muſt maintain an in- 
violable attachment to this illuſtrious 
virtue, and hke the Roman Regulus 


eſteem death the leſſer ſacrifice. 


Son. Pray, Sir, does not ſuch an ad- 
herence to truth border upon romantic 
extravagance, ignorance, and weakneſs? 
Father. No, my Son; whatever the 
world may think, be aſſured, that ſuch 
are the ſolid advantages of this conduct, 
to the perſon's own mind, who thus te- 
nacioufly adheres to truth at all times, 
that it becomes the mieans, 5 and efficient 
cauſe, of his love to it. Of ſuch vaſt 
importance is this ſlighted virtue, that 
without its aid, the very foundations 


would fail of that faith and truſt, which 


axe eſſentially neceſſary in our intercourſe 
„ 2 with 
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with men—and alſo with the Divine 


Majeſty of heaven itſelf. a 

TR is immutable in its nature, 
and of univerſal benefit; without whoſe 
ſeal no record is valid, no intelligence 


credible, no confidence ſafe, nor any 
teſtimonials of paſt or preſent tranſac- 
tions of any weight or authenticity. If 
ſuch a veneration for truth, ſuch a ſa- 
cred regard to its obligations, took place 
in the world, as never to admit of any 
deviation whatſoever, all occaſion of 
doubt and miſtruſt would be cut off, 
and a firm and ſteady confidence, in the 
_ declarations of one another, would be 


mutually eſtabliſhed, 
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P RAY, Sir, what do you take to be 
1. the firſt and great concern of life? 
| - TIED 5 Father. THE firſt concern | 18 to 
provide for the body, which being the 
receptacle, or reſidence of the ſoul, de- 
mands an early attention; but that does 
by no means infer ſuperiority, any more 
of the world makes 
OS RE 


than the creation 
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the earth ſuperior to its inhabitants. But 
the great and momentous buſineſs of 
human life is to become good, z. e. to 
grow into the image of our Maker. 
Son. But how can ſuch poor trail ſin- 
ful creatures, as we are, ever hope to 
attain ſuch perfection? can that be the 


duty and great buſineſs of life, which 


ſeems to lie beyond the reach, and e 


tent, of human capacity? Can duſt and 

aſhes aſſume the ſplendor of the ſun, or 

weak erring mortals mount, as with | 
eagle's wings, towards heaven, and rival 


7 angels, in glory and dignity 2 


Father. HOWEVER difficult this may 
at firſt appear, you may be very certain, 
that nothing is commanded, or required 

of you, by your heavenly Father, but 

what is for your own good, and for the 

performance of which, he has furniſhed 
you with ample means and ſufficient 
hep. 

Fon. Bur how « can J attain to-a-cer- 
tain knowledge of my duty, and that 
what 1s declared to be the will of God, 

is really ſuch? the opinions of men, on 
this ſubject, being very different, con- 
fuſed, and almoſt irreconcileable. 

Father.” Ir is very true, that the 1 

ligious: opinions of men are wichly dif- 


ferent, 
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ferent, diſcordant, and often inconſiſtent 


with one another; and conlequently 


there will be found intermixed a great 
deal of error; which, when ſupported 
by civil and eccleſiaſtical power, never 
fails to produce mental darkncis, op— 


preiſion, and contentions. But you muſt 
never look for pure unadulterated chiriſ- 


tlanity, in the perplexed controverſies, 
and agitated diſputations of pathonate 
men, be their abilities, learning, or lta- 


tions ever ſo diſtinguiſhed. Men never 


ſearch for pearls in a ſtorm. Your ſafeſt 


Way 1s, to adopt into your creed, what 


all parties agree in, and never to admit 
any tenet, which claſhes with the clear, 


and plain rules, of morality. Read the 


Jacred book with attention, as free as 


_ Pollible from pre- poſſeſſions, education, 
principles, and a regard to human autho- 
rity. In points of difficulty, ſuſpend 
your judgment, or make ule of the plain 

ealy texts of ſcripture, to explain and 


elucidate thoſe, which are more Giliicult 


to be underitood, Be always modeſt 

and diffident of your own judgment.“ 
but firm and tenacious of what reaton 

and conſcience dictate to be true. Guard 
particularly againſt pride, which always 


miſleads the judgment, and diſpoſes men 
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to think better of themſelves than they 
delerve, and are of courſe much oftend- 
ed with others, who do not think ſo too. 


This 18 not only error, but crime. 


Son. Is pride from nature, or is it ac- 
quired? 7? | a 


© Father. Nor from nature, you may 


be aſſured. From the Creator's hands, 
nothing impure or immoral ever iſſued; 
but from an ill directed emulation, in- 


ſincerity, flattery, and bad education, 


does this pernicious principle riſe. Pride 


is ſown in the cradle, foſtered in the 
nurſery, and ripened to maturity by 


example, indulgence, and luxury. Tho 


emulation 1s a uſeful laudable principle ; 
though the love of applauſe, like pa- 


rental affection, is conſtitutional ; yet if 
youth ſee fine again pee to ſordid 


lelfiſh purpoſes, and at the ſame time 
recommended to their imitation, by all 
the varniſh of art, the glitter and ſwell- 


ings of pomp and vain ambition; I ſay, 


it is not to be wondered at, if inexpe- 
rienced youth catch the infection, and 
inſtead of riſing to renown, in the liſt 
of fame, they ſink with their leaders 


into reproach and infamy. _ 


Son. Ir ſuch be the condition of man- 


bind, how is it poſſible to ſteer clear of 


= danger, 
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danger, and eſcape ſhipwreck in the 


hazardous voyage of human life? Is 


there no ſure means of lafety? 


Father. Yxs, my Son; there certain- 
ly is ample ſufficient help at hand, if 


you properly apply for it; the means 
are already in your power, and it reſts 


with you, to make the right ule of them. 


Son. PRAV, Sir, what are they? ſure- 


ly the application muſt be attended with 
great difficulty, or we ſhould not hear 
1o many complaints, of the evils and 


miſeries of our fellow-creatures. _ 


Father. Tus great and formidable 


difficulties are no other, than ſincere 


humility, and fervent prayer; grateful 


praiſe for paſt and preſent mercies ; un- 


feigned contrition for your numerous 
offences; ſupplication for wiſdom and 


all ſuitable help, in every time of need ; 


_ preſenting all in the name, and through 


the mediation of the appointed Saviour 


of mankind. He who thinks theſe too 


hard conditions for fleſh and blood, is 


molt unworthy the honor and privileges 


annexed, Is it not decent, fit, and rea- 


ſonable, that ſuch weak, erring, ſinful 
creatures as we are, ſhould maintain 
upon our minds, ſuch a ſenſe of our 


tollies and vices, as tend to ſtifle, and 


2. 
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kill, every emotion io vanity and pride? 
Is it, in any reſpect, unbecoming in tie 


youngelt ſons of God, to accept nis 
oOflered pardon and favor, Ou his 1 


terms; terms manifeſtly calculated, 
rcliore his loſt image to our louls, 44 
to exalt us to glory, and eterual happi- 


neſs? Sure the liberty of approaciung 


the throne of heaven, is 10 light holler, 
no mean privilege ? 


Son, BuT what need af all this! 9 


could not ſuch a temper have been 


given at firſt, as would have always 111 


clined us to virtuous and goOd actions; 


and ſuch an underſtandilig, as w ould _ 
have ſecured us from all. Thoſe errors. 
and millakes, which we now ice prove 


1o fatal to mankind: p 


Father. THERE is no queſtion to be 


made of any want of power, wiſdom, 


or goodnels, in the. Deity. It he had 


ſo pleaſed, his creature. man, might have 


reſembled the bealls of the Geld by be- 


ing always ſubject to the controul Oi in- 


ſtinctive powers. If he had lo plcaled, 
the mind of man, from conſtitutional 


| biafs, and irreſiſtible propenhity, nught 


never have deviated a hairs breadth, 


from its deſtined line of direction. But 
if man had been poſſeſſed of no higher 


Pin- 
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1 of action, than that of inſtinct, 
ze could never "ls e ranked with angelic 


. beings, or recommended himſelf as now _ 
to the Divine favor, by a free and liberal 


courſe of obedience; from a ſenſe of 
gratitude, and choice of right action. 


Under the controul of inſtinct, man 
could never have advanced, in the moral 
character, to any reſemblance of his 
Creator. He could then never have ex- 
preſſed his gratitude to his Maker, in ſo 
free and amiable a manner, as now by 
voluntarily lacrificing the pleaſures and 
enjoyments of life, to the dictates of rea- 
Jon and conſcience. He could not then 
have been capable of acting to his fel- 
low-creatures, in the high office of a 
delegate, or ſubſtitute of heaven, in ex- : 


ei of benevolence and charity, i 


relieving indigence and diſtreſs, in > | 
giving injuries, and returnin; good for 
evil, and thereby riſing, in the ſcale of 
perfection, to moral beauty, dignity, and 
honor. The affection which we bear to 
one, who parts with what is dear and 
valuable, to procure us any ſubſtantial 
good, uninfluenced by any ſiniſter mo- 
tive, is very different from that, which 
unites animals, and Which is altogether 


inſlinctive. VOTOEY "1 
27 7 Son. 


8 FIR PF n 9 A — p ” _— —ꝓ—Z— 54 
$545 00 +. (Pn > may + we LIN — — ”- — 7 _ — — — — — — — as. nb + —v m_ — - w - 
— — — 2 — — 2 9 - 
Y 2 4 4 RA po * — = — 8 2 — ernie RE 


Pe ee mea ee es 


88 A D1aLOGUE BETWIXT 


Fon. Tuben it muſt. be acknow- 


ledged, that generous acts of kindneſs 
| beget love, eſteem, and confidence; yet 
1 don't ſee, how ſuch a conduct can re- 
fine my nature, and make me godlike? 


Father. WE know nothing by in— 


tuition, but are capable of much know- 
ledge by application, and ſtudy. The 
beſt leſſon we can poſſibly learn, is the 
will of God. This is wiſdom, this is 
underſtanding, and the direct path to 
all uſeful knowledge, to the love and 
practice of truth and righteouſneſs, and 
by that means, of growing up to a per- 
fect ſtature in Chrilt It is 1 0 
ſible for you to obey the Divine com- 
mands, for any length of time, without 
loving them. Then Duty and intereſt 
become one; and your progreſs in piety, 
virtue, and holineſs, will advance every 
day, more and more, till you are ripen- 
ed for immortality, and qualified to join, 
with the bliſsful choir above, in ſongs 
of triumphant joy, and ardent praiſe, to 
him who ſitteth upon the throne, and to 


Jeſus. It is impoſ- 


the Lamb, for ever and ever. 
Son. Trovcn [| cannot accuſe myſelf 
olf any immoralities, nor think myſelf 
ſo bad, as many of my acquaintance; 
yet I don't find, that my love and hatred 
e e 
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follow my judgment, and wait upon the 
reaſon and underſtanding of my mind. 


Father. You are not to conclude, by 


outward aypearances, that your neigh- 
bour is leſs virtuous than yourſelf. It 
is extremely difficult for you to inveſti- 
gate his circumſtances, and draw the 
line of fair diſcrimination, betwixt his, 


and your own actions. If others had 


the fame pious education, they might 


a 


be far your ſuperior in virtue, and piety. 


If you find, that your attachment to 


objects of ſenſe, is too ſtrong for your 
virtue, and that your duty is rather an 
incumbrance, than a plealure, to you; 
if you are only ſolicitous to fave ap- 
pearances, and find in yourſolf no hun- 
gering and thirſting after righteouſneſs, 


no love to God, nor deſirèe to pleaſe 


him, you have the ſymptoms of death 


upon your ſoul, and are by no means 


qualified, for a {tate of bliſsful immor— 
tality. Be not deceived, in this im- 


| portant concern, for as you ſow, you 


will alluredly reap. If you ſow to the 
fleſh, you will reap corruption; but if to 


| the ſpirit, you will reap life everlaſting. 


Son. Bur what remedy is there for a 


mind diſtempered with ſin, cold and in- 


different to chriſtian virtues, and en- 
ff. tangled 
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tangled with the cares, and pleaſures of 
the world? 1 15 

Father. Tux ſame which I told you 
of before, humility and prayer. Ule 
the means in your power, and look up 
to heaven, to bleſs thoſe means. It 
never yet entered your mind, of what 
great benefit fervent prayer is, when 


 _oifered up upon the altar of the croſs, 


with earneſt ſolicitude, for divine par- 
don and acceptance. God hath gra- 
ciouſly encouraged his youngeſt chil- 
dren, to approach his preſence, with 
_ filial fear and chearful confidence, for 
every thing deſirable, and really good 
for them. You mult not expect to be 
compelled to ſpeak truth, to do juſtly, 
to love mercy, and to walk humbly _ 
before God. Though we cannot, by 
any power of our own, change our at- 
ſefticns, yet ſuch is the eſtabliſhed ap- 
pointment of heaven, that no ſucceſs 
in the field of harveſt (after due cul- 
tivation) is ſo certain as this; that ſu- 
preme love to God, and generous affec- 
tion to our fellow-creatures, will grow 
up in the human breaſt, after diligent 
_ cultivation, by the practice of truth, 
juſtice, righteouſneſs, and charity, in 
obedience to the Divine will. 
3 Son. 
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Firn Ann Sen. oh 
Son. As I have not been uſed to 


think it poſſible for the affections, to be 
thus made to follow the underſtanding, 


ſo I mull beg leave to conſider this novel 
opinion, before I embrace it, though I 


mult confeſs, that I do not, at preſent, 


diſcover any flaw in the argument. 
'ather. REMEMBER, that the virtues 


and vices of the heart, are no part of - 
the conſtitution, and original frame of 


human nature, but the genuine effect of 


right on wrong actions, performed by 
rational free agents; who, in their early 
ſtate of exiſtence, are aſſiſted by mo- 

tives of hope and ſear, and by friendly 


counſel and advice, till habits are con- 


firmed, and the underſtanding, by exer- 
ciſe, is ripened into maturity. Spare no 
poains therefore, to contract good habits. 
Duty will then become both eaſy, and 
| pleaſant, and your temper by theſe means 
will meliorate, and refine, into ſome 
| reſemblance of the amiable temper, of 
your great Maſter, whoſe yoke will then 


be found caſy, and his burden light. 
Son. Bur is not all dependance on 

our own ſtrength, like building upon the 
land? are we not exprelsly told, that 
we are dead in treſpalles and ſins; that 


there is none that docth good, no not 
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one; that by faith we are ſaved, and 
that not of ourſelves it being the gift of 
God, and therefore we are incapable of 


helping ourſelves? 


Futher. ADMITTING all this to be 


true, that the world 1s ſo degenerated; 


that mankind are ſo ſunk in wickedneſs, 


as to be incapable of recovery, by any 


efforts of their own; then the greater 1s 


the Divine benignity, and condeſcen- 
ſion, in providing us a remedy, a ſove- 
. balm, adequate to our depravity, 
moral turpitude. This balm, this 
remedy, is no leſs than the blood off 
_ Chriſt, which he ſhed upon the Croſs 
for our falvation. Not, as ſome have 
imagined, to appeaſe divine wrath, and 
gquench the kindled flame of vengeance, 
but to convince the world of fin, and by 
the moſt powerful example, to bring 
mankind to righteouſneſs. Salvation is 
now proclaimed to all the children of 
men, through faith in the croſs of Chriſt : 
this faith is likewiſe the gift of God; it 
is refuſed to none, who do juſtly, love 
mercy, and walk humbly before him. 
This is to waſh, and be clean; do this, 
and thou ſhalt live, is the language of 
ſacred writ. Whoever thinks, that theſe 


An 


terms of pardon and acceptance are hard, 
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can have no reliſh for rational delights, 
grateful obedience, and godlike benevo- 
lence; and conſequently, can have no 
quit foundation to hope for eternal life. 
Though it is certain, that we have no- 
thing to boaſt of, but much to make and 
keep us humble, we muſt not, under 
that pretence, think to excuſe ourſelves, 
from the uſe and exerciſe of thoſe talents 
and means of grace, which are intruſted 
to our care, for the kind purpoſe of re- 
formation and uſefulneſs. Be aſſured, 
that the divine commands are all kindly 
ſuited to our abilities and circumſtances, 
and are conducive both to our preſent 
and eternal welfare. If we recognize 
_ Chriſt for our Lord and Maſter, we muſt | 
{ſtrive to imitate him, in his obedience 


and ſubmiſſion to the Divine will, and 


in his love to mankind. Hereby (ſaith 
our Lord) ſhall all men know that you 


are my diſciples, if you have love one 


to another. In ſhort, without charity, or 
| benevolence, though you had faith to 


remove mountains, it would ſignify no- 


thing. You mult not be eaſy, till you 
can fay with truth, that you love your 
neighbour as yourſelf, and are ready to 
do good, even to thoſe that hate you, 
and to pray for thoſe, who defpitcfutly 
uſe you, and perſecute you. 
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Son. Pray Sir, is ſuch a conduct 


poſſible to any man of ſpirit and true 
courage? what is anger deſigned for, if 
we are not to reſent injuries, and puniſh 


_ delinquents? he who tamely bears at- 
fronts, and paſſes by ill treatment with 
impunity, encourages and provokes of- 


= - 


Father. NoTwiTHSTANDING com- 


mon prevailing opinion, or the reproach 
of men, be aſſured this is both wiſe, and 
practicable. There is benevolence in 
the command, dignity in the action, and 
5 uon in the event. It is true, that till 
ſuch time as you have taken ſome pains 


with yourielf, and made ſome ptogreſs 


in ſelf-denial, and a virtuous life, you 


; * i 


will not experience any diſpoſition of 
this kind in your heart. If you would 
be perfect, you muſt follow the advice 
ol our Saviour, to the young man, and 
be willing to ſell, or part, with all world- 
ty advantages for his ſake, or you can- 
not be his diſciple. Riches, power, and 


| honors, will never procure you an ad- 
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Son. ; 


EAR Sir, I ſhould I ad to 
know your ſentiments concerning 
religion. There 1s ſuch claſhing of 
opinions amongſt the various profeſſors, 
that I am bewildered and confounded 
with their contradictory {chemes, and 
ſubtle diſtinctions, and quite at a loſs 
where to fix, what to embrace, and what 
to re ject.. 
ke Ir you ſincerely deſire to 
: know the Divine will, my Son, with an 
honeſt intention to do it, you mult not 
look for it in the traditions, ſynods, 
counſels, hierarchies, and controverted 
opinions, of fallible men, but in the 
oracles of God, contained 1 in the Bible. 
Lou 


* 
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You mult diveſt your mind of all pre- 
qudice and intereſted 1 If you 
aim at truth, you muſt pray devoutly 
for its ſacred illumination; then you 
will go on with gn © and ſoon under- 


ſtand all that is neceſſary, both as a rule 


of faith and practice. Then you will 


not be anxious to know what is beyond 


thbe reach of your abilities, or what it is 


better for you to remain ignorant of. 
You will then find divine illumination 


breaking in upon your mind as you are 
able to bear it. Don't let ſophiſts de- 


lude you, with the ſpecious pretence off 

danger, in following your own judgment, 
when you have a divine revelation be- 
fore you. There you are clearly in- 
ſtructed in all the great duties of life, 
relative to God, and your neighbour; 
and that on theſe two hang all the las 


and the prophets. 


Son. Ir my whole duty as a chriſtian 
is compriſed in love to God and Man, 
and I feel, with regret, that I am de- 
ficient in theſe duties, what would you 
have me to do? I can ro more com- 
mand my own affections than my animal 
appetites of hunger and thirſt. If love, 
like the movement of my limbs, de- 


| pended upon volition, I ſhould then moſt 


alluredly 


A. 
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aſſuredly adopt that noble paſſion, and 
exert 1t 1n its utmoſt ky N agreeable to 

the precepts of the goſpel . 

| Father, However paradoxical the 

_ aſſertion may appear, I hope to convince 

you, that love is, with regard to the ſub- 

ject before us, ablolutely in our own 
power, and dependent on our will, con- 
| ſequently the defect muſt be criminal. 
| Son. Tunis I confeſs appears not only 
ſtrange, but impoſſible; however I beg to 
| know how you will ſolve this great 
Father. Ws are very ſenſible, that 


we not only derive our being, but all 
| _ the pleaſures and enjoy ments of lite, 


from the liberality of our Creator. We 
know likewiſe, that we are weak, erro- 
neous, offending creatures, yet graci- 
ouſly preſerved, and ſurrounded with 
| 1nhumerable privileges, and benefits. 
Can we ſeriouſly think of the bleſſings 
of health, ſtrength, refreſhing balmy 
fleep, the continual ſupply of our daily 
returning wants, together with the ſweet 
delights of friendſhip, domeſtic com- 
_ forts, and rational pleaſures of ſociety, 
and not feel in our breaſt ſome glow of 
. gratitude to the kind Author of all this 
good? under ſuch an impreſſion, and 
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juſt ſenſe of things, is it poſſible for you 
to remain cold and indifferent, or unſo- 
licitous, to know, and do his will, from 
whoſe free bounty all thoſe great bene- 
fits are derived? Don't they challenge 
your regard, and by ſweet attraction al- 
moſt compel you to love, adore, and 


worſhip the benevolent Donor? are you 


not hence led chearfully to obey his 

commands? Reaſon and revelation both 
recommend, and enjoin the conſtant 
practice of truth and righteouſneſs, not 
from conſtraint, but willingly ; the natu- 


ral conſequence of which is, to love 


thoſe moſt, who moſt excel in the divine 
_ virtues; and therefore your warmeſt and 
higheſt degree of admiration and love 
will be directed to the molt excellent 

and beſt of all Beings. Do but practice 
the chriſtian virtues ſteadily and uni- 
formly, and you will ſoon reliſh them, 
beyond any ſenſual delight. Then it 
will not be in your power to refuſe lov- 
ing all thoſe, whoſe actions are regulated 
by the fame principles, Thus, I hope, 
I have ſhewn you, that this affection of 
love may be fixed upon its proper ob- 
ject; that it is under your own direction 
and guidance; and that you may, if you 
pleaſe, love God ſupremely, and your 

5 Is nmeigh⸗ 
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neighbour as yourſelf. No man can ſay, 


it is beyond his power, to ſpeak truth, 


to be faithful, juſt, benevolent, and con- 
ſcious of your own weakneſs, to pray 
for divine aſſiſtance. ; 


Son. Bur are not hope and fear, re- 
wards and puniſhments, the great ſprings 

'.-.- or numan acions.. PIO: 
Father. No doubt they are; and were 
kindly appointed to check and reſtrain 
vice, to encourage and quicken to duty; 


the perfection of which requires thoſe 


auxiliary helps, under our preſent cir- 
cumſtances, expoſed as we are to tempta- 
tions from without and from within. 
Son. Burt what is the reaſon that they 
fail of their propoſed end? that they 
don't ſecure all men from vice, or prove 


effectual to lead them to happineſs? 


Dort we ſee that their operation is every 


where faint and languid ? 


Wo Father. IT 1s 8575 true, that fear and 


hope have very little influence on man- 
kind, with regard to a future ſtate, be- 


cauſe they have little or no belief in the 


divine promiſes or threatnings. The 
influence of example, and preſent grati- 
fications of the paſſions, militate againſt 
it. Beſides, till ſuch time as you have 
acquired a real love to truth, by the 
5 O 2 practice 
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practice of it, you will find yourſelf in- 

diſpoſed to believe the communications 

of the will of heaven, unattended with 

terror and diſmay. If you think your- 
ſelf no further bound to regard truth, 
than you apprehend your intereſt is con- 

_ cerned, then you muſt allow, that others 


have the ſame liberty; and conſequently, 1 


that the maſt ſolemn declaration even 
from the mouth of an angel is not to be 
regarded, if you apprehend he may in- 
SR nocently deceive YOu, or that tr uth may 
be diſpenſed with on particular occaſions. 


* 


DIALOGUE w. 


a P RAY Sir, what is the great uſe and 
J benefit of religion to mankind? 
Father. TuE deſign of all true 


religion is to bring men, by a courſe of 


obedience, to the will of God, to the 
trueſt enjoyment of the bleſſings of this 
life, and to perfect felicity in heaven; 
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Or, in other words, to induce mankind 
to practice truth, juſtice, righteouſneſs 
and goodnels, freely and univerſally, 


which as elementary ingredients of hu- 


man happineſs can never be diſpenſed 
| with. 55 5 
Son. WAT! cannot the Almighty 
diſpenſe his grace as he pleaſes, pardon 
| whom he will, and in what manner he 
BP 7 7 
Father. No doubt he can; but we 
may be very certain, that he will never 
act contrary to his own declarations, but 
always with conſummate wiſdom and 
perfect goodneſs. From what appears 
do us, every. thing has been done for 
| mankind, that is conſiſtent with the 
honor of the divine attributes. The 
great, the univerſal plan of God's go- 
vernment requires all his ſubjects to be 
juſt, righteous, holy, and good to one 
another. When ſeduced by treachery, 
and falſhood, mercy intervened, and 
prevented that deſtruction to which diſ- 
obedience had expoſed our firſt parents. 


Early proviſion was graciouſly made for 


| the reſtoration of all his poſterity to for- 
: feited life ; yet in ſuch a manner as 
ſhewed the divine diſpleaſure againſt 
In. At the ſame time, nothing could 
1 a ooh pens "> more 
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had announced his divine miſſion. 
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more ſtrongly manifeſt God's love of 


truth, juſtice, and righteouſneſs, than 
by ſending from heaven his beloved 


Son, that auguſt Perſonage, by whom 


the Father made the world, and to whom 
we may preſume, on that account, 1ts 
inhabitants were peculiarly dear. He 


was ſent, I ſay, into this world, to con- 


vince the world of ſin, to deſtroy the 
works of the devil, and, in our nature, 
to exemplity our duty, by a life of piety 
and holineſs, humility and univerſal 
| benevolence; inſtructing mankind by 
example, as well as precept, and con- 
firming the whole, by that moſt aſtoniſh- 
ing proof of obedience and philanthropy, 
giving himſelf up a facrifice upon the 
Croſs, for the ſalvation of ſinners. Hence 
we learn, that ſelf-denial, for the good 
of others, is a ſacrifice well pleaſing to 
the Father of mercies. Hence appears 
the propriety of God's highly exalting 
our Lord, and giving him a name above 
_ every name. His exemplary piety, 
meekneſs, and benevolence, ſhone moſt 
illuſtriouſly through his whole life upon 
earth, and was ſufficient to characterize 
him the Son of God, though no pro- 
phetic writings, or miraculous works, 


O 


Son. 
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Son. Ir this be religion, where is the 
myſtery of godlineſs: this is all eaſy to 
— 8 = 
Luther. Tat myſtery of godlineſs was 
Chriſt's coming in the fleſh, which was 
not underſtood by Jews or Heathens, 
till certain prophecies concerning him 
were accompliſhed. There is, in the 
Chriſtian religion, ſuch native beauty 
and excellency, ſuch compaſs of deſign, 
ſuch glorious privileges, h e 
advantages, ſuch animating proſpects, 
and at the ſame time ſuch ſimplicity, con- 
ciſeneſs, and practicability, as not only 
render it ſuperior to all other religions 
in the world, but mark it ſtrongly to be 
of divine origin. At the ſame time, it 
mult be acknowledged, that the oracles 
of truth are as a ſealed book, an inex- 
plicable myſtery, to ſuch men as are 
voluntary ſlaves to paſſion, and the dupes 
of their own pride and ſelf-ſufficiency. 
Son. Ir the duties of religion, if the 
law and the prophets, are all comprized 
in the love of God, and our neighbour; 
what is the reaſon, that moſt of the ſer- 
mons we hear conſiſt chiefly of illuſtra- 
tions, ingenious gloſſes, learned critt- 
ciſms, and ſpeculative opinions? when 
pathetic addreſſes to mens feelings, to 
. their 
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their paſſions, might, by the oratory of 
the pulpit, rouſe them from {lumber, 
and almoſt compel them to reformation. 


Father. Our divines, like other men, | 


are tenacious of old cuſtoms, and too 


eager of popularity, to hazard the loſs F 


of reputation, and incur cenſure. Be- 
ſides, there are ſome who think too 


meanly of their hearers,—and others too 


well. — The former treat them as chi!- 
dren, ever learning them the firſt rudi- 


ments of chriſtianity ; the latter ſeem to 


think, that their hearers (like themſelves) 


only want to know what is right, in or- 


der to practice it. But, alas ! men who 


are led into ſnares, into folly and vice, 
by their paſſions, muſt by their paſſions 
(if ever reformed) be led out of them too. 
Son. PRAV Sir, what do you take to 
be the reaſon of ſo little appearance of 
the ſpirit of genuine chriſtianity amongſt 
its profeſſors, notwithſtanding the rea- 
ſonablenels of its doctrines, the clearneis 


of its precepts, and the bleſſedneſs ot 
its promiſes? : 


Father. 1 apprehend it is owing to in- 


fidelity, Fun out of a frivolous edu- 
cation, e 


feminate manners, vicious ex 
amples, and abounding diſſipation and 
pleaſures; which, with united ſtrength 
e e 


FATHER AND SON. 105 


(like ſtreams collected into one channel) 
bear down all before them, and lay 
waſte that rich field of intellectual na- 
ture, which if duly cultivated, under 
the influence of a mito faith, would 
have produced a harveſt of immortal 
fruit. . PE . 
Son. Ir fo many dangers croud the 
common path of life, can it be any 
wonder, that ſuch multitudes make ſhip- 
wreck of faith, and fink in the vortex of 
| ſenſuality to everlaſting ruin? but do 
you apprehend that there is no remedy 
for theſe evils? „ TD ONLY. 
Futher. TRouBLEs and afflictions are 
the ordinary means of counterbalancing 
the wrong bias, which the mind con- 
tracts by ſenſual indulgences; and far 
better it is for mankind, that ſuch tem- 
poral evils ſnould emancipate their minds 
from the tyranny of luſts and paſſions, 
than they continue ſlaves to ſuch maſters. 
But other means, gentle, pleaſing, and 
amiable, are at hand, if men would but 
attend to them. Theſe are ſincere acts 
of gratitude, proceeding from the heart, 
expreſſed by ready bene, and filial 
confidence, in the Father of our ſpirits, 
through the mediation of our Lord je- 
ſus Chriſt. For a lively gratitude is the 
- 8 B „eee 
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ſweeteſt ſource of obedience, and a per- 
petual fountain of delightful entertain- 
ment. There is a noble and rational 


pleaſure, reſulting from all actions, (how- 
ever arduous) which flow freely from a 
juſt ſenſe of obligation. Who can con- 
template the profuſion of Divine good- 
neſs to the children of men, without the 
_ utmoſt thankfulneſs to the benevolent 


Donor? O, my Son; if you would be- 


gin heaven upon earth, cheriſh betimes 
this principle of gratitude in your heart. 
Call frequently to mind the riches of di- 


vine grace, and the multitude of divine 


mercies; conſider, that they are all the 
free gifts of heaven; that theſe favors 
too you have forfeited—and you will 

find your love to God daily encreaſing, 


and your {olicitude to do his will. 
Son. Troucn this looks plauſible in 
the eye of ſpeculation, I fear, it is rot 


ſo in practice. To renounce all the 
blooming promiſes of ſenſual indulgence, 
the charms of flattery, the enjoyments 
of luxury, and the intoxicating . 5 
of oſtentation, ambition, and power, re- 
quire more philoſophy than I can pre- 
tend to. Beſides, the torrent of example, 
and practice of the world, are againſt it. 
Do we not ſee every one cager in purſuit 
e OM en bs." 
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of wealth, pleaſure, or power; and that 
all religious concerns, and a future tate, 
are left to men of weak intellects, to 


the poor and indigent, to the bigot and 
enthuſtalt, to the afflicted and aged? 


Father. However ſtrong the ſtream 


of cuſtom, and the falſe maxims of the 


world may run, in favor of criminal 


pleaſures, and vicious indulgences; 


however great the majority on the fide 


of ſenſuality, and infidelity ; yet it is a 
moſt certain truth, an experienced fact, 
that the ways of wiſdom, are ways of 
pleaſantneſs, and all her paths are peace, 
and that godlineſs is great gain; that no 


man ever yet repented of being juſt and 
honeſt, temperate and regular, pious and 


good; But thouſands, thouſands of thou- 


lands, have lamented their departure 


from the {traight line of truth, from rec- 
titude and integrity ; and have lamented 
their obſtinacy in vice; ſtopping their 
ears againit the voice of conſcience and 
reaſon, and running with the multitude 
to do evil. Are men of this complexion 
to be envied ? can any one, in his ſenſes, 


in the leaſt, heſitate which path to take; 


that which leads to deſtruction through 
animal gratifications, or that which leads, 


through a momentary ſelf-denial, to im- 


3 mortal 
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mortal glory. What a contraſt is here! 
to riſe to dignity, glory, and honor, by 
grateful obedience to our Creator, or 
{link to contempt, infamy, and ruin, by 
following the Alden of the world. 


on * n * 85 


Son. 


quently do not depend upon the will. 
VVV 


oO mult excuſe me, Sir, thinking 
with you, that love and hatred is 
in my own power, or that I can 
give them whatever direction reaſon re- 
commends. Do we not ſee every day 
of our lives, that theſe paſſions ſway the 
minds of men, without conſulting their 
reaſon? like wild ſpontaneous trees, they 
grow. Without care or culture, conſe- 
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Father. You know, that every effect 
proceeds from {ome certain regular cauſe. 


 Equivocal generation is an exploded doc- 
trine. As in vegetables, every plant 
{ſprings from its proper ſeed, ſo the pal- 
foes of love and hatred are invariably 
excited, by their proper objects of ap- 


parent good, or evil. It is by too great 
an attention to objects of ſenſe, and a 
criminal neglect of rational 1mprove- 
ment, that ſenſual pleafures gain the aſ- 


cendant over rational ones, and capti- 
vate the will, to animal indul 
Then, whatever things adminiſter moſt 
effectually to theſe pleaſures, may be 
ſure of having the largeſt ſhare of their 


gences. 


affections, attached to them. Paſſions 


follow their correſponding objects, as 
ſhadows do their ſubſtance. During the 
infant ſtate, or minority of the under- 


ſtanding, man is but little more than a 


mere animal, ſubject to his paſſions, and 
under woes war pag of thoſe, to whom 


he 1s intruſted; by which means, his 


_ paſſions * 9 receive a very advanta- 


geous caſt, favorable to virtue, and bene- 


_ hcial to ſociety. In youth there is a 


{trong emulation, even from the cradle, 


to excel, and gain the eſteem and ap- 
probation of all 


about them. How ufſe- 
5%. 
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paths of virtue, as in the common liſts 1 1. 


which now engage their attention, and 
bound their deſires. „„ 


perty in the public funds. : 
ſons offered you ſome very conſiderable 


and meaſures. The firſt, ſpreads before | 
Joke eyes all the pleaſures and gay de- 


tion. The ſecond, addrelles your un— 
derſtanding, offers you pleaſures of a 


ful this ſpring of action, if rightly di- . 


rected ? How eaſily might the virtues, a 
and graces, be introduced into the minds 1 d 


of young perſons, by this avenue, if Þ 
proper care was taken? If a ſtrict ad- Þ &« 
herence to truth, juſtice, generoſity, tem- u 
perance, chaſtity, and purity, were made | { 


conditions of eſteem and favor, it is not | it 


improbable, but youth would be as eager Þ n 
in emulating one another, in the ſhining t 


of fame, or in the trifling amuſements, 


Son. Ir your propoſition is founded 
in truth, their love and hatred are tranſ- 


ferable to the higheſt bidder, like pro 


Father. To confirm your belief, let * 
me put a caſe to you. Suppole two per- 


advantages, to take upon you their name, 
and enter into their connections, views, 


ights, which gratiſy the ſenſes, exhile- 
rate the ſpirits, and delight the imagina- 


J OG Noe A , 3 ay 


different kind, of the higheſt c{timation, 
* 3 {ublime, 
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flublime, noble, and permanent, (beſides 
” Aa temporate ule of the other) on con- 
dition, that you attend to the voice of 
* wiſdom, and adhere to the dictates of 
| conſcience. The early impreſſions made 
upon your animal nature, by objects of 
 lenſe, give you a predilection, and bias, 
in their favor; and therefore it is very _ 
natural to expect, that you would accepft 
the former propoſal, preferable to the 
latter, and comply with the perſon, ſo 
ready to adminiſter ts your pleaſures. 
Noa in order to turn the ſtream of your 
' affection, and transfer your love to the 
| ſecond perſon, your buſineſs is, to con- 
ſider conſequences; and to guard againſt 
deluſion, alk yourlelf, whether the great 
promiſes of happineſs, from animal grati- 
cations, are ever made good. Do not 
all, who make the experiment, in a little 
time, cry out, they are deceived ; and 
lament their diſappointment, arraign 
their deceiver, and treat him as an im- 
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the two candidates moſt deſerves your 
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fairly made the trial, then ſay, which of 


elteem. 


ſurvey of the effects of vicious and vir- 


tuous actions, my judgment would be 


in favor of the latter. But I don't ſee, 
how that can bring over my affection, 


and love to virtue, and to all virtuous 
beings. When inclination is once fixed, 


and the mind ſtrongly impreſſed in favor 


of any object, it is not eaſy, if poſſible, 


to give it a contrary bias, and eradicate 


its prepoſſeſſions. 175 2 285 
Father. You cannot deny the poſſi- 
: bility of {auch a chan ge, beeanfe the fac 
| is evinced every day. Where love once 


reſided, and ſtrongly too, there hatred has 


to expect this change, from the love of. 


ſucceeded, equally ſtrong. You are not 


vice to the love of virtue, to be inſtan- 


taneous, but gradual. Your conviction 
of what is right, may be immediate; 
but where bad habits are to be ſubdued, 


and good ones introduced, time, care; 


labour, and watchfulneſs, are neceſlary. 


—You ſhould never forget, that all your 


animal pleaſures, all the delights of ſenſe, 
are the free gifts of your Creator, to 


whoſe will, in the enjoy ment of them, 


. 
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you ought carefully to attend. This, 
gratitude demands. Reaſon, revelation, 
and conſcience, are at hand to aſſiſt you. 
Whatever pleaſure you cannot enjoy 
with thankſgiving, deny yourſelf, : as 
1mproper and unlawful ; Tad ſuch are all 
thoſe obtained by fraud, and injuſtice; 
all that exceed the bounds of temperance, 


or obſtruct any moral duty. By a tem- 


perate and wiſe uſe of the pleaſures of 
ſenſe, we are led to the love of God, as 
the giver of all, whoſe goodneſs, per- 

petually ſurrounds us, and calls for con- 
tinual praiſe. 

Son. Ir animal pleaſures tend to ex- 
cite gratitude and ye, why are they 
diſtributed ſo ſparingly, and not given 
to every one in an overflowing meaſure, 
or in an equal proportion? 
Father. Tnhoveon every man has not 
an equal ſhare, or ſuch a degree as he 
may wiſh for; yet every one has ſuf- 
ficient to challenge acknowledgement, 
and thankfulneſs. And he who is un- 
grateful in little, will be ſo in much. If 
our gratitude go no further then words, 
it is of no conſequence. To prove it 
genuine and fincere, we muſt act con- 
ſiſtently, reſign our wills to the divine 


pleaſure, and chearfully acq quieſce ; in his 
2 deter- 
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determination and wiſdom. If we may 


judge of the eligibility and benefit of 
riches, and elegance, and power, from 


the uſe made of them, by thole who 
enjoy them in the greateſt a 

perſons in inferior ſtations will have no 
cauſe to complain of their allotment, or 


to envy the ſituation of others; but on 
the contrary, to adore that providence, 
which diſappointed their ſanguine wiſhes, 
and confined them to a more humble 
{phere of life, to fewer ſuperfluities, and 


| leſs temptations. _ 


| Arrzxy but carefully to the daily 


experience which you have of divine 


goodneſs, and let your actions expreſs 
your gratitude and obedience; and then 
you cannot fail ardently to love God, 


becauſe 'ybu will find yourlell happy, 
far beyond all ſenſual delight 
the enyied heights of all earthly gran- 


deur. The pure flame of love thus 
kindled will refine your thoughts, ele- 


vate your affections, and give you ſome 
foretaſte of celeſtial joys. As it is the 


nature of love, to copy after the object 


beloved, ſo by imitating the divine per- 


fections, you will, in the temper and 
_ complexion of your mind, grow into 
ſome reſemblance of his moral charac- 


abundance, 


ghts, far above 
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ter. Then, from your heart, you will, 
at all times practice truth, juſtice, righte- 
_ ouſneſs, and goodneſs. 
Son. Ir this is the right road to hap- 
pinefs, and nothing required but what 
reaſon and conſcience recommend, how 
is it, that there are ſo few to be met 
with, who have any real concern, about 
the dignity of moral character, the favor 
of God, and everlaſting felicity i '< 
Father. Tux chief reafon I apprehend 
to be this; men accuſtomed to arts of 
deception, lying, and flattery, to obtain 
ſome preſent good, or illicit pleaſure, 
Judging of the veracity of others by 
themſelves, have no foundation for faith 
or confidence in any promiſe, or threat- 
ning, (come they from what =» uarter they 
may) if they militate with their preſent 
views of ambition or pleaſure. To the 
generality of men, the obligations to 
truth, the ſacred ties of veracity, are no. 
better then cobwebs, or ropes of ſand, 
to ſecure their promiſes, if any preſent 
intereſt interfere. This makes it impoſ- 
ſible, that the divine commands ſhould 
have any laſting effect on ſuch men, to 
induce them to repentance. For if it is 
once admitted, that truth may be dil- 
| penſed with by one perſon, why not in 
2 2 > another? 
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another? and then what avail promiſes 
and threatnings ? : 


Son. BuT Sir, 18 not divine. grace 


free? is it not compared to the wind, 
that bloweth where it hſteth ? are we 


not told, that God turneth the hearts 
of princes, as rivers of water; that he 
_ hardened Pharaoh's heart, and who can 


reſiſt his will?" EE 
_ Father. ALL this is very true, but 


nothing to your purpoſe, if your mean- 


ing 1s, that we are deſtitute of the means 


of obeying the divine commands, of 
ſpeaking truth, and acting juſtly, by one 


another. Concerning Pharaoh, and the 


hearts of kings, being ſubject to divine 
controul, we may be well aſſured, that 
the evil actions of men which are the 


effects of irreſiſtible power, will never 


be imputed to them, as criminal. The i 
Judge of all the earth will do what is 


jut, and right. He reſiſteth the proud, 


but giveth grace to the humble. Hu- 
mility and pride are diſpoſitions of our 
own acquiring; effects, ariſing from the 
right or wrong uſe of powers, entruſted 
to our care. Is there the man living, 
who ſurveys his own conduct with any 
attention, but muſt be convinced of his 


own weakneſs, errors, and offences? 


Son. 
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Son. Ir muſt be acknowledged, that 
where meeknels and humility appear to 


be the genuine temper and diſpoſition 
of the mind, there 1s the faireſt ground 
for internal peace, and external favor. 


Whence is it then, that we ſee ſo few 
people ſolicitous, to cultivate theſe diſ- 


politions in their hearts? 


repreſented as a mean contemptible ma- 
tive of action, as repugnant to the am- 


bition of a brave ſpirit, and a perpetual 
_ clog to great atchievements. This, I ap- 
nn; will account for the virtue of 


umility meeting with ſo much neglect 


Father. Two. oppolite principles, can 
never ſubſiſt together. If the one is 
admitted, the other muſt be excluded. 
Hence we may conclude, that pride 
finding eaſy admiſſion into the human 
breaſt, by means of ſelfiſhneſs, flattery, 
and diſregard to truth, the contrary prin- 
ciple is conſidered in a falſe light, and 


>. — 
2 8 —— — * 
— — — ͤ —-— — 
— 
— — — : 
— — — 


— — 
2 —_— 2 * ts — = * ” * 4 AS * 
* - * = _ — 2 b. 3 
IO? — * — „ —— : * 2 
_ = om pe * 

* 2 —— * 2 — — — = . — 

———ůů— — — 2 - — * 4 — * Tu A, 
— 222 — Py ” * - —— — — = -—_ 


rs — * Eg ———— — - Was > © 
— — — * — — — PR by 
8 m—_— W -a 2 2 ” 
—— > p 4 gn * i ate any 
— — IDS 3 — — we F600 Fe — 
8 ſy : — 8 2 


118 A DIALOGUE BETWIXT 


i „„ Af a oo 
1 OUGH I feel myſelf ambitious | 71 
'4 of riſing in excellence of charac- | { 
ter, yet warned by the miſcarriages | 9 
of others; I dare not follow implicitly | © 
their example; therefore I ſhould be 1 4 
bbliged to you, for your opinion con- © 

cerning the beſt object of purſuit, and 
the moſt probable means of ſucceeding. | I 
Father. Tax moſt noble object of am- | V 
bition is, the favor of your Maker; and || 
the way to attain it, is obedience to his ol 
commands. By that (and by that on- pl 
ly) you will riſe to the ſummit of all le 
human perfection; even to ſuch a tem- m 
per and diſpoſition of mind, as will al- fu 
ways freely incline you to truth, to juſ- th 
tice, and all righteouſneſs. This being to 
the unalterable eſtabliſhed plan of di- Cl 
vine government, you thence plainly |} All 
fee, that a moral temper, or good dif- Tat 
N 355 poſition 5 
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poſition of heart, was not born with you; 


that it is no inheritable perfection; no 
conſtitutional ingredient of human na- 


ture; but a ſubſequent gift of divine 
grace, beſtowed only on thoſe, who act 


agreeably to their Creator's will. By 


this means, men are aſſimilated into the 
image of their Creator, become objects of 


his favor, and qualiſied for immortality. 


Son. THEN ſure, Sir, there muſt be 


ſome great difficulties in the way, or we 
ſhould find the path of glory more fre- 
quented, and greater numbers ſpeeding 


their flight to the regions of eternal bliſs. | 


The objects of ſenſe, the pleaſures and 
cares of the world, engage men's atten- 


tion ſo much, that they have neither 
time, or inclination, to think of what 


will become of them hereafter. 


Father, Ir is very true, that the terms 
of moral goodneſs require ſome diſci- 


pline and ſelf-denial; ſome ſacrifice of 


temporal pleaſures; they likewiſe de- 
mand ſome care and attention, watch- 
fulneſs and perſevering labour. It is 
the chriſtian's warfare alone that leads 
to true glory. Under the banner of 
_ Chriſt, that great Leader and Captain, 
all ſhould be volunteers; cool in delibe- 
ration, firm in reſolution, and warm in 
3 execu- 
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execution. The ſcene of action is tem- 
porary, but the triumph is eternal. 
Trained by exerciſe, diſcipline, and ſelf- 
denial, the chriſtian ſoldier has nothing 
to fear, being well aſſured of auxiliary 
aid from heaven, in every caſe of need. 
Tho' he deſpiſes the ridicule and ſcoffs 
of infidels, yet he 1s, at the ſame time, 
anxiouſly ſolicitous for their repentance 
and happineſs; not barely wiſhing, but 
labouring to promote the good of his 
fellow - creatures. What ſtinging remorſe, 
what painful reflections, uſually follow 
all acts of injuſtice, fraud, and illicit plea- 
ſures? But it is far otherwiſe with the 
man, who is virtuous and good. He 
feels within him no ill-boding fears, no 
painful retroſpect, no conſequential 
alarms, as to futurity ; all is ſerenity, 
peace, and joy. Conſcious of his 1n- 
tegrity, and of his willing though im- 
perfect obedience, with filial confidence 


he relies upon divine goodneſs for par- 


don, favor, and acceptance, through the | 
mediation of the great Captain of his 
falvation. This is that ſweet peace, 
which paſſeth all underſtanding, and 

which the men of pleaſure (as they are 
called) know nothing of 


IT 
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Iris painful to think, how many of 
our fellow-creatures ( though capable 
of immortal glory, by a ſhort courſe of 
grateful obedience to their Creator) 
accelerate their own deſtruction, by 
abuſing his grace, and violating his 
WS, --..- 
Son. N think, that the con- 
dition of mankind, is ſo deplorable, as 
you repreſent. Whatever errors men 
run into from weakneſs, example, and 
imitation. I apprehend, an equitable 
: Judge will not charge to their account. 

Father. THouGH early prejudices 
bad examples, and erroneous principles, 

will, no doubt, have all candid allowan- 

ces made for them, by a merciful Judge ; 
b - what excuſe can be offered for deli- 
berate injuſtice, baſe ingratitude, inſidi- 
_ ous perfidy, obſtinate Ignorance, rank. 
pride, and cruel oppreſſion ? againſt theſe 
offences, reaſon and. conſcience revolt, 
as hoſtile to ſociety, and diſcordant to 
, the harmony of the univerſfdGGCG. 
WITnOUr goodneſs of heart, there 
never can be any juſt foundation for 
pure, permanent happineſs. Gratifying 
2 paſſion, at the expence of moral obli- 
Fo, lan may on us a 8 Ying 


| "" the 
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the ſucceſs of a highwayman, Kc.) but 
can never compenſate for the crime, or 
. counterbalance the guilt. Will any man 

eten heppineli, who ſets conſcience 
at defianee ? Is not the cool approbation 
of his own- mind, neceffary to imvard 
peace and ſatisfaCtion : ? From what-quar- 
ter can any man receive laſting comfort 


and joy, if he is void of r and 


guilt tarniſh his _ * 


Son. 


1 F goodneſs of heart be- effential to 
man's happineſs, then doubtleſs. ſuf- 
_ ficient means muſt be given, to every 


man, for ſuch an acquiſition, or no man 
te could be blamed for the want of it. But 
from the univerſal depravity which ap- 


am led to con- 
clude, that few og the means of ac- 


bears in the world, I 


quiring this Ante of heart. 


7 aller. 
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Tather. Your concluſion drawn from 
che univerſality of man's depravation is 
Only Opinion, and has no more reaſon to 


fupport it, than a felon pleading, in bar 


of condemnation, he had numbers on 


his ade. The means, for obtaining this 


celeſtial -temper, are clearly revealed, 


and amply provided for, in the ſacred 
volume of inſpiration. They are ten- 


dered to all, to the poor, as well as to 


the rich, without diſtinction or prefer- 
ence. Every one may take of the waters 
ol life freely, and be bleſſed for ever. 


They are recommended by clear, unan- 


ſwerable arguments; they are enforced 
Þy the ſtrongeſt ſanctions; and over and 


Above all, this ſhould awaken our atten- 


tion, and fill our minds with wonder, 
gratitude and love, that they are exem- 
pPlified in the character, life, and death, 
ol the benevolent jJeſus, the Redeemer 
and Judge of the World. If ſuch amaz- 
ing condeſcenſion, fuch divine philan- 
throphy fail of producing, in the ſons of 
men, ſuitable returns of gratitude and 
obedtence, it muſt be their own fault, 
and not from any want of proper mo- 


tives. They mult take the conſequence, 


And as they ſow tothe wind, they can 


expect only to reap the whirlwind. —— 
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Wilful 1 ignorance, obſtinacy, and ptide 
dan have nothing to plead : and for in- 
voluntary errors, a merciſul allowance 
will be made, as they appear to afford 

a juſt foundation for the exerciſe of 
divine compaſſion. Objects of ſenſe 

and terreſtrial eee engroſs ſo 

much of people's attention, as to leave, 

for religious duties, little more than a 

cold formal profeſſion. even amongſt 

thoſe, who have not cait off the appear- 

ance of religion. What can we think 

of thoſe profeſſing chriſtians, who look 

upon one day in ſeven, as a heavy tax 

upon their worldly s airs, amuſements, 

and pleaſures ? Nay, how many are 
there, who ſcem to think it a wearineſs, 1 
and loſt time, to ſpend two or three 1 

hours, in the public worſhip of their = 
Creator ? yet theſe men are called chriſ- | 1 
tians, and hope for ſalvation by Jeſus r 


Chriſt, though they take no pains to it 
learn and do his will ; that 1s, they are y 
willing to go to heaven, but will not ſa- | a 
crifice any earthly pleaſure, to quality "= 
| themſelves for that ſtate of glory. They | -f 
will take great 122 to acquire the riches | it 
and honors of the world, the applauſe fr 
of mankind, and pleaſures of {ſenile ; but | re 
"0-4 acquire a good diſpoſition, ſuch as to 


would | 
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would render them amiable, in the fight 
of all good beings, ſeems none of their 
concern, though both their preſent and 
everlaſting welfare depend upon it. 
Son. I THINK, Sir, you bear a little 
too hard, upon thoſe who happen to ſee 
things in a different light, "Though the 
Moſaic law obliged the Jews to keep 
holy the ſabbath-day, yet is this binding 
upon Chriſtians ? Does not the Apoſtle 
declare, that all days are alike to thoſe, 
who think them ſo? why then ſhould 
we make any diſtinction, and needlelsly 
put a yoke upon ourſelves? © 
© Father. Ir is very certain, that we 
are not under the reſtraint of the cere- 
monial laws of Moſes, but placed in 
ſuch ealy circumſtances, as to act, if we 
will, with the utmoſt freedom. Such is 
the conſtitution of things, that the leſs 
reſtraint there is upon our good actions 
the more ſatisfaction and pleaſure they 11 
yield to ourlelves in the performance, — 
and the greater is their moral beauty, in 
the eyes of all rational beings. If there- 
-fore there 1s nothing fit and reaſonable 
in the nature of things, that man ſhould, 
from a ſenſe of obligation and grateful 
remembrance of his Creator's goodneſs 
to him, celebrate the ſtupendous mo 
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of creation, providence, and redemp- 
tion, and appropriate for that purpole 
one day in ſeven, agreable to what is 


recommended in -{acred writ ; or if he 


wants no inſtruction, no counſel, no al- 
ſiſtance; then let all regard to ſuch a 
practice be laid aſide. But if, on the 
contrary, ſuch a ſtated portion of time 


for the above purpoſes, and ſuch ſocial 


religious worſhip, appear not only juſt 
and reaſonable, as expreſſive of. grati- 


tude, but as calculated to civiliæe man- 
kind, to refinc their thoughts, enlighhten 
their underſtandings, and Iweeten their 
tempers ; if it has a natural tendency to 


improve men in the moſt uſeful know- 
ledge and higheſt wiſdom, in the con- 
troul of their paſſions, in the regulation 


of their appetites and deſires, in the de- 


tection of their errors and reformation 


_ of their conduct; if it is a likehy means 
of nouriſhing and cheriſhing the chriſtian 


virtues, and giving vigour and ſtability 


to the principles of piety, filial fear, 
and gratitude to our Maker, and umver- 
Lal love and charity to all our fellow- 
creatures; then ſure it is an affair of no 
Imall importance, to de vote one day in 


ſeven to religious purpoſes, to the wor- 


hip and praiſe ôf the great Creator of 
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the univerſe, for his wonderful works to- 
the children of men, both in their crea- 
tion, preſervation, and redemption. _ 
Son. Ir ſuch good effects as you men- 
tion, were the uſual confequences of 
keeping holy a ſeventh day, we ſhould 
certainly fee them amongſt thoſe who 
are zealous obſervers of the Lord's day; 
but this is not always the cafe. Some 
ſuch appear to be no better than their 
neighbours. 5 2 
Father. I uus conſeſs, that their is 
too much truth in your obſervation; and 
that we ſee but little good reſulting from 
_ chriſtians pretending to keep the Lord's 
day. Howe ver it is not fair to conclude, 
from the abuſe of any thing, that it is 
not in itfelf good. Will any object to 
the uſe of wine, and wholeſome food, 
| becauſe they are ſometimes abuſed 2 _ 
Whatever others think or do, they mutt 
be reſponſible for it; it is our buſineſs 
to take care, that we do not neglect. our. 
own proper work. There are means of 
improvement put into our hands, and it 
is incumbent upon us, to uſe them for 
that purpoſe. Our eternal intereſt is at 


fake, and demands our utmoſt attention 


and activity. When we conſider the 
realonableneſs, and advantages, of keep- 


mg. 
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ing the Lord's-day, we ſhould be thank. 


ful, that it js not expreſsly commanded, 
becauſe of this pleaſing reflection; that 
we have now an opportunity of devoting. 
to the ſervice of our Maker, in the freeſt 


manner, one ſeventh part of our time. 
Son. Bur ſuppoſe you ſhould be mil- 
taken, and impute that to the dictate of 


reaſon, which may be the effect of en- 
thuſiaſm, and error of judgement j ' for 


we ſee many good people involved in 
great errors and inconveniences, by reli- 


gious zeal and miſtaken opinions. 


Father. Ix affairs of conſequence, it 
is always eſteemed a mark of wiſdom, 
when things are dubious, to chuſe that 

ſide which is ſafeſt, But in this caſe, 


there is nothing dubious, nothing uncer- 


tain; for whoever will only try the ex- 


Periment will moſt lurely find, from a 
kree and voluntary obedience to the di- 


vine will, that peace, tranquility, and 


joy, will be the reſult of ſuch a conduct, 


together with progreſſive improvement 
in all thoſe virtues, which dignify hu- 

man nature, extend its uſefulneſs, and 
prepare it for immortality. It this ba 

delußon, may I always be ſo deceiyed, 


DIALOGUE vil. 


Son. 


9 | C A N you think; Sir, that the great 


Lord 5 the univerſe will take any 


ſuch notice of man, as to reward or 


puniſh him for his conduct * 


Father, Indeed I do, and with great 


pleaſure ſurvey my exiſtence, ſituation, 
and future proſpects. I feel myſelf 
happy, in proportion to my adherence 
to thoſe rules of condutt, which all agree 
to be conducive to the welfare of Society, 


and declarative of gratitude to the Crea- 
tor. It Form could prevail with yourſelf, 


5 ” If it is ute decievelent Father, to preſcribe rules 
ol condudt to his Family, he knowing beſt what will 
promote their greateſt good; would it be unjuſt or un- 
becoming, were he to exclude thoſe from his favor, 

| who rejett his advice, and oppoſe his authority, or to 


diſtinguiſh, with 1 marks of his approbation, thoſe who 
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to try and practiſe the chriſtian virtues, 


till you come to love them ; you would 
then be aſſiſted from above, and enabled 
to overcome all thoſe difficulties, which 
now obſtruct your progreſs in that di- 
vine life, which leads to contentment, 


— and joy here, and to eternal glory 


ereafter. 


Son. If theſe virtues were but half as _ 


eaſy to tranſplant into the heart, as to 


_ delineate upon paper, I ſhould make no 


difficulty to embrace and practiſe them; 


but it is no caly matter to exchange old 


habits for new. However, I ſhould be 


obliged to you, Sir, to point out to me 


the eaſieſt means of acquiring thele. 


Father. Let every morning, and e- 
vening, witnels to your ſolemn adoration 
of your Maker: Worſhip him from a 
principle of gratitude, with humility and 


reverence : Be thankful for every com- 


fort and enjoyment of life: Moderate 
YOU: affeckions to the world: Endeavour 


are dutiful and obedient ? In like manner, the wiſe 
Parent of Intellectual Natures may juſtly challenge filial 
_ obedience ſrom all his children, reward the dutifu], and 
| puniſh the diſobedient. The ſceds of immortal life and 


joy are ſown in the breaſts of all mankind. The means 
of cultivation are put into our own power, and if we do 
our Pars ſucceſs will reward our labors, | 


to 
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to eſtimate every thing according to its 
true worth: Let not the cuſtoms of 
the world prevail with you, to do any 
thing, which your conſcience diſap- 
proves : Be ſuperior to the frowns and 
favors of men, when your duty re- 
quires it: Conſcientiouſly devote, to the 


honour of your Maker, one ſeventh part 


_ of your time; for if the men of the world 


think it right to celebrate, with anni ver- 


ſary feltivity, the great events of mortal 


deeds, ſurely every religious man ſhould 

glow with holy zeal, to record and cele- 
brate, weekly, the ſtupendous works of 

Creation, and the aſtoniſhing tranſaction 


of man's Salvation; events in which we 


are too much intereſted, to be innocent- 


ly indifferent: Be careful not to bring 
any diſgrace upon religion: Avoid all 


oltentation ; Seek the favor and appro- 


bation of God, before that of men : Be- 
ware of. diſimulation and hypocrily : 


Be firm and ſteady in your reſolutions of 
fidelity to God, and a conſcientious re- 


gard to his will at all times, whatever 


oppolition you may meet with, either 


from the world, the fleſh, or the Devil: 


As you would, no doubt chule to avoid 
alllictions and troubles, take care not to 
* 1 5 make 
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make them neceſſary: If daily experi- 
ence of your own errors, do not fo ope- 
rate upon your mind, as to mortify pride 

and ſelf confidence, and at the ſame time 

diſpoſe you to humility, meekneſs, gra- 
titude to God, and benevolence to your 
fellow creatures; then you may expect 


(unleſs given up as incorrigible) ſuch vi- 


ſitations of afflictions, as may work upon 


te Soul (as ſanative Phyſick upon the 


rits. 


body, till health is reſtored) that the 
mind may be well eſtabliſned in virtue: 


Avoid flattery, as the plague, and be ſo 


deeply ſenſible of your own weakneſs, 
as to {hun as much as poſſible the danger 

of temptation ; and with devout ad- 
dreſſes to the throne of grace, in the 
name of your Redeemer, ſolicit for di- 


vine aid, to keep you from every evil. 


Then you may humbly hope for, and 
With filial confidence depend upon, all 
needful help and aſſiſtance. It is not 
neceſſary for you to know the mode, or 
manner, by which that aid is communt- 
_ _ eated ; your obligation to your Creator 
is the ſame, whether mediate or imme- 
diate, whether directly from himſelf, or 
by the intervention of his miniſtring ſpi- | 


LASTLY, 
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LAST Ly, make yourſelf very fami- 
liar with the Scriptures. The truths 


therein contained are able to make you 


wiſe unto ſalvation. Let them not de- 
part from thine eyes; keep them in the 


midſt of thine heart. Take faſt hold of 


inſtruction, let her not go, keep her, for 


ſhes thy life. If thou crieſt after Know- 
ledge, and lifteſt up thy voice for under- 
ſtanding : If thou ſeekeſt her as filver, 
and ſearcheſt for her, as for hid trea- 
ſures; then ſhalt thou underſtand the 
fear of the Lord, and find the en 


of God. 
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OHN WESLEY, 


Rev. 


. PRAYERS, KC. 


* H E followin g Letters 
| were occaſioned by the | 
= Author's ſending. the Rev, 
Joux WESLEY his former 
5 Publication entitled, FAMILY 


LETTERS 437 


| To Mr. 4 : 
1 x, A Feb. 26, 1772. 


* H A v E. read with este your in- 
1 genious Book, which contains many 
Juſt and noble ſentiments, expreked 
in eaſy and proper language. I obſerve. 


only two points in which we do not 


quite think alike. One of theſe is ex- 
preſsly treated of in that Tract, which 
reduces us to that clear dilemma, N XI 
ther JEsus CHRIST was GOP, or he 
* was not an honeſt man.” The other 
is largely conſidered in the Book, of 
which now deſire your acceptance. 8 


.F Might it not be 3 upon Mr. WESLEY, 


That if CHRIST was the ſupreme God, he was not 


T ”  Vithing 


MY an honeſt Man. 3 
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Wiſhing you all happineſs in this life, 
and in a better, I remain, 


„ ——_ 
Your mee Servant, 


LETTER IL 


| Dear Sir, 


0 UR "faves of 3 bod ült. 1. 
ceived, and alſo the kind preſent | 
of your Book on Original Sin; tor 


both which, I return my ſincere and 
hearty thanks. As it is one of my 


warmeſt wiſhes to have the approbation 
and friendſhip of the wiſe and good, fo 
when I cannot lee things of importance 
in the ſame light a8 TRY appear in to 


them, 


8 1 


| London, 0 b 


LETTERS wo 


them, it neceſſarily occaſions pain and 
uncaſineſs. Permit me therefore to lay 
before you, the real motives which in- 


duced me to embrace two opimons fo 
different from yours, and which ſtill 


bind them upon my conſcience, and 


then tell me by what means I can pol- 
fibly receive more e and evi- 


dence e e. the truth. 


In the early part of life, 1 was ſo 


zealous for, and ſo tenacious of, the 


_ doctrines of the Trinity and Original 
Sin, by being educated in thoſe princi- 
ples, that, for many years, even to 
queſtion the truth ol either, appeared, 
if not damnable, at leaſt a malicious 
ſuggeſtion of the Devil; which thought 
mage me fo confident, and deaf to any 
reaſoning on theſe lubjects, that it ap- 
peared to me, the height of preſumption, 
and great impiety, to doubt the truth of 
doctrines which had flood the teſt of 


ages, had received the ſanction of Vene- 
rable antiquity, the ſuffrages of the re- 


nouwned Fathers of the Church, and the 
broad ſeal of madern orthodoxy. And 
it is very probable, that if I bad been 
educated for the Paſtoral Office, 
. mould implicitly have adopted the Opi: 
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nions of fallible men, and have ſatisfied 


my mind with their ſubtle diſtinctions, 
and peremptory deciſions, in favor of 
theſe doctrines; ſo that no reaſoning, 


v0 arguments, would ever after have 
had any weight in the contrary ſcale. 
But being engaged in bulinels, I had 


no leiſure for polemical diſquiſitions : 
and attending public worſhip where no 


human authority was exerciſed to in- 
force belief in diſputable doctrines, I 


was induced to read my Bible, (when 
1 had time for reading) rather than 


bodies of divinity, and books of reli- 
gious controverſy; by which means, I 


was, and ſtill remain, in a great mea- 


fare, a ſtranger to thoſe religious dif- 
putes which unhappily divide the 
Chriſtian world, and give ſuch melan- 


choly occaſion to the enemies of our 
holy religion to triumph and blaſpheme. 


In the ſcriptures; I found many truths, 
many leſſons of inſtruction, plain, clear, 
and eaſy to be underſtood ; and on them 
I built my belief of thoſe which appear- |Þ 
ed leſs plain and ealy ; till at length, 
nothing appeared to be required as mat- || 
ter of belief, and practice, but what 
my realon approved, as intelligible, ra- 
Ge LE Eo To Eg og 


F 
tional, and good, clearly conducing 


both to my preſent and ſuture happineſs. 


1 could eaſily ſee that ſome errors were 
llipped into our tranſlation, by the fal- 

lible men who engaged in that ſervice. 
Therefore I conclude, that where diffi- 
cCulties occurred in other places, the 
tranſlation might be imperfect, and I 
cannot but think it is a great reproach to 


men of learning, profeſſing godlineſs, 


that they will not concur in the ſpirit of 
meekneſs and love, to reſtore to man- 
kind the true primitive ſenſe and mean- 
ing of dubious texts of ſcripture. The 
more 1 ſee and hear of religious diſ- 


putes, the more I am convinced of the 
danger of leaning to human authority, 


and the neceſſity of keeping cloſe to our 
Lord's injunction, to call na man maſter 

upon earth; and I firmly believe, that 

if the teachers of the Goſpel would ad- 
here to that rule, and not inſiſt upon 
the opinions of Fathers, Councils, Sy- 
nods, or any of the gloſſes and illuſtra- 
tions of learned men, to eſtabliſh tenets, 
and controverted dogmas, but preſs upon 
| their hearers, with all their force and 
vigor, moral duties, as our Lord did, 


and vie with one another in inculcating 
[0 Ok 1 thoſe 
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thoſe two capital commands of love to 
GOD, and love to man, our Clergy 


would grow into reputation, be more 


united, . pa and uſeful, than at 


preſent they are; their influence would 


be much greater with all rational men, 
and their auditors more numerous, wi— 


ler, and better. I doubt not but ou 
will agree with me that this appears a 


likely means of lilencing the artillery of 


deiſts and infidels, of healing diviſions, 


and giving a wider {pread. to: the truths 
of the Goſpel, throughout the trading 


part of the world. Why then will not 
our teachers let the Scriptures ſpeak 
their own ſenſe? Why will _ not 


be contented with their Maſter's advice, 


„% He that hath cars to hear, let him 8 


„ hear? 

WrRE our i ever ſo bare. 
and the Divine Will ever ſo clearly re 
vealed, and ealy to be underſtood, yet 
if the people are not permitted to read 


it, but through the coloured ſpectacles 


of tallible men, whole clerical power, 
claffical learning, and rabbinical know 


ledge, afford no ſecurity againſt preju- 
dice, error, and pallien; then the Laity 


Pay as well return again o the See of 


Rome, 


can ever communicate. 
J have already tired your patience, yet 
I hope you will excuſe me for adding 


1ſt. Do you really 
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Rome, and, with their eyes ſhut, ems 
brace all the ablurdities of that corrupted 
Church. 
I mean to reject the aid and alliſtance of 
pious learned men; no, far from it; 1 


elteem them much, and am thank fal for 


their ingenious and uletul labours: I 


only object to our ſpiritual guides afſum- 
ing any authority over the conſciences of 


men, in matters of religious opinion and 


| belief, being 
a ſincere deſire to know, 


Divine Will, and humbly looks up to 
Heaven for direction, 


O 


Juch conviction of the truth of ſacred 


things, as no human learning, or ability 


two {hott queſtions. 
think, that if a hundred, ſincere, plain, 


morally honeſt men, were with attention 


and care to read over the New Teſta- 


ment, uninfluenced, unbiaſſed, and quite 
ignorant of the opinions of Commenta- 
tors, that o many as two Per las out of 

that 


J hope you do not think, that 


perſuaded that whoever 
reads his Bible with attention, and with 
and do, the 


and alliftance, 


will not only be very ſafe, and ſecure 
againſt all hartful errors, but experience 


Tho I fear that 


4 . 
wi — 
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PPP 


—— — — a. 


———— 2 — 


b LETTERS 


that number would be able to diſcover 
in this revelation of the Divine Will, 
that our adorable Redeemer, the appoint= 
ed Mediator between G OD, and man, 
is indeed, and in truth, himſelf the 
great IE HO VAN. the only living 
and true GOD; or a Being of "ow 


perfections with ns N 
2d. Ir, when the ſenſe or meaning ot 


any text of {cripture appears uncertain, 
or dubious, I then make choice of that : 
which appears molt humitiating to my- 
ſelf, and moſt honourable to the Deity : 
as when 1 charge to actual perſonal guilt 

all that is evil in my temper, life, and 
actions, what good end can it anſwer, to 
perſuade me, that the plague of Sin 
which I complain of, is not from myſelf, 
but originates from one wicked action of : 
my firſt Parents? ; 
__Amwiysr all the obſcurity, anxiety, 


and trouble which fleſh is heir to, it is a 


pleaſing and conſolatory reflection, that 
the time is haſtening, when all the faith- 
ful ſervants of GO D ſhall have their 
imperſections, their prejudices, and er- 
rors, for ever done away, and ſhall unite 
in the ſtrongeſt affection, in the ſweeteſt 
accord and harmony, in ſongs of tri- 
, umphant 
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umphant praiſes, to Him who ſitteth upon 


the Throne, and to the Lamb, for ever, 
and ever. That the Beſt of Beings may 
long continue your health, ſoften your 


cares, and increaſe your uſefulneſs; that 


his holy ſpirit may lead you into all 


truth, and guide your ſteps to glory, 


is the ſincere, and fervent prayer of 
Your affectionate Friend. 
and obliged humble Servant, 


— — 


* - * 1 Fw ; WE 2 8 4 ; 7 "No oe 
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To, Ms . 
EY Near Leeds, July 2, 1772. 


JF HAVE delayed anſwering your 
1 favor from time to time, hoping for 
leiſure to anſwer it at large. But 
when that leiſure will come, I cannot 
tell: For in the ſummer months I am 
mg VVV 
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almoſt: continually i in motion. S0 I. will 
delay no longer, but write a little, as 1 
can, tho' not as I would. 

IINSCIINE to think, that when you 


engaged in buſineſs, tho you had no 


leiſure for reading polemical writers, 


you had leiſure to converſe with thoſe 
Vo ridiculed the doctrines, which you 
till then believed, and perhaps of hear- 
ing a preacher Who diſpelieved them, 
and talked largely agai 
rity, bodies of divini 
trine, and compiling of cr eds. Theſe 
| declamations would certainly make an 
impreſſion upon an unexperienced mind: 
Eſpecially when confirmed by frequent 
deſcants, upon the errors of tranſlators ; 
 (altho' I really believe, our Engliſh 5 
tranſlation, with all its faults, is the beſt 
tranſlation of the bible now in the 
When you had heard a good 
dab of this kind, then was the time to 
offer you ſuch arguments as the cauſe 
2 which to a mind ſo prepared, . 
_-would& naturally appear, as ſo many de- 
monſtrations. And it is no wonder at 
all, that by lending you a few books, 
and properly commenting upon them, 
thole new apoſtles ſhould confirm : you 


In 


human autho- 
"ſyſtems of doc- 


oe « «-% . 
* 
i — 
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in the ſentiments which they had 0 art- 
i fully infuſed. 

Jo the queſtions which you Propoſe; 
I anſwer, iſt. I really think, that if an 
hundred, or an hundred thouſand” ſin- 
cere, honeſt, (J add, humble, modeſt, 


elf. diffident) men, were with attention 


and care to read over the New Teſta- 


ment, uninfluenced by any but the 


Holy Spirit; nine in ten of tliem at leaſt, 


if not every one, would diſcover that 


the Son of GO D was © adorable,” and 


one GOD with the Father: And 
would be immediately led to * honour 
Him even as they honoured the Fa- 
&« ther: Which would be groſs, unde- 
niable idolatry, u | unleſs He and the Fa- 
ther are one. 2 
2. Tax doctrine of Original din is 
ſurely more humbling to man than the 
oppolite. And I know not what honour _ 
we can pay to G OD; if we think man 


came out of his hands, in the condition 
wherein he is now. L beg of you, Sir, 


to conſider the fact. Give a fair, im- 
pe reading, to that account af man- 

ind in their preſent ſtate, which is con- 
tained in the book on Original Sin. It 


is no play, of imagination, but plain, 


clear 
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clear fact. We ſee it with our eyes, 
and hear it with our ears daily. Hea- 


thens, Turks, Jews, Chriſtians of every 

nation, are ſuch men as are there de- 
ſcribed. Such are the tempers, ſuch 
the manners of Lords, Gentlemen, Cler- 


gymen in England, as well as of Tradef- 
men, and the law vulgar. No man, in 
his ſenſes, can deny it. And none can 


account for it. but upon the ſuppoſition 


of Original Sin. 


O $18, how important a thing is this! || 
Can you reſuſe to worſhip Him, whom 
L All the angels of GOD worſhip.” But 
if you do worſhip One that is not the 
ſupreme GOD, you are an Idolater! 
Commending yau; and yours ta his care, 


Dear Sir, 1 
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To the Rey. Mr. Joun Wrskzr. 


James Street, July 10, 1772. 


FP HOUGH I have no doubt of the 
1 candour, and benevolent ſpirit of 


Mr. Wrsrxx, yet I feel ſome re- 


luctance, in laying before him the ſug - 


geſtions of my mind, on thaſe two im- 


portant ſubjects, wherein we differ in 
opinion; viz. the Trinity, and Original 


Sin. Not from any diſtruſt of the truth 
of my principles, but diffidence of 


ability to do them juſtice. However, 
truſting to the goadneſs of your heart, 

I will venture ta unboſom my thoughts 
with that freedom, which truth and 
friendſhip demand, and do hope, you 


will meet me on the ſame ground, un- 


| influenced by human authority, unarm- 
ed with theological ſubtleties, and un. 


150 rr 
biaſſed by ſchool divinity. This pre- 


caution appears to me the more neceſ- 


 fary, when I conſider the fallibility of 

all human judgment, and that the ſcrip- 
ture alone, 1s the acknowledged rule of 
our faith, and practice. Till ſuch time, 


as all human — in matters of 
1 2 tice, 158 not only "0 
diſclaimed, but utterly: retiounced, the 


religious faith and pra 


conſciences of men will always be held 


in captivity, and the precept of dur 
ES Lord, to call no man maſter upon earth, 
will be as a dead letter. and loſe -all its 


intended ſalutary effect on the under- 


ftandings of men. What abundance of 
miſchief has eccleſiaſtical tyranny done 
nin every age of the world, in proportion 
to its degree of power and influence? 


yet all under the ſpecious pretence of 


good to the ſouls of men. Since there- 


tore long experience ſo powerfully re- 


commends this injunction of our Lord, 
why will not all pious Chriſtians adopt 


the practice, and no longer attempt to 


lord it over one another, teaching for 
doctrines the commandments of mend 
As we know that religious prejudices 
__ eahily take root, and are exceeding hard 
ic eradicate; ſo when ſeconded by the 
VVT paaſſions, 


Poe 
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paſſions, and armed with power, they 
never fail injuring the truth, ſapping 
the rights of mankind, and leading them 
into dangerous and burtful errors. You 
very well know, that the religious zeal 
of different ſects (who hold tenets di- 
rectly oppoſite to one another) wilt 
operate ſo ſtrongly upon the majority, 
that their ſpiritual guides are able by 
that means to conduct them wherever 
they pleaſe, to the moſt hazardous en- 
terpriſes, and even to perſecute, under 
a ſtrong perſuaſion, that, at the ſame 
time they are doing G OD ſervice; but 
this can never be the . Way to come at 
truth; for as in Phyſicks, a few drops 
of pure elementary water are of more 
efficacy in diſſolvin ns hard glutinous bo- 
dies, than gallons of ſtrong vinous ſpirits; 
lo in divinity; a little plain honeſty, 
tempered with common _— ſe, is a bet- 
ter key to the treaſures. of ſcripture 
knowledge, than the whole bundle of 
gilded pick-locks, handed down from 
age to. age, by the pretended. fucccliars 
MA Se. Feter;: ----- 
+. IN Fapport of your opinion c concern- 
ing the Trinity, Lobſerve, you lay great 
els upon: that text, which commands 


1 


ea 
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us to honor the Son, even as we honor 
the Father; and you make this conclu- 
ion, that whoever does fo honour the 
Son, is guilty of idolatry, unleſs he 
believe both Father and Son equal in all 
pertettions; this inference appears to 
me both harſh and uncharitable, and to 
have no foundation, but in the opinions 
of men: For I cannot help thinking, 
that this very command implies ſuprem- 
acy in the Father, from whom the com- 

mand iſſued; and if he had bid us 
worſhip an angel, with equal ſincerity 
as himſelf, could we with any propriety 
have controverted his orders, and refuſ- 
ed obedience? or could we on that 
account, be chargeable with idolatry ? 
My dear Friend, I am clearly perſuad- 
ed, that if we will but lay aſide the 


comments of fallible men, -and believe 


our Lord himſelf, we can never con- 


fider him, and the great G OD, as two 
Beings of equal authority and power ; 


for his words are very expreſs, and 'in- 
telligible: when he ſaith, © My Father 
is greater than I: This knoweth no 
** man, nor the angels, nor the Son, but 

* the f ather only.” * 1 can do nothing 

* of my elf, &c,” © I aſcend to my 


„ Father, 


1 
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* Father, and your Father, to my 


_ GO D, and vOUr G QD.” 'F He pray- 


ed, and likewiſe bid his diſciples pray, 


to GOD, not to himſelf. And there 


are many other texts of the like import, 


with which, you are well acquainted. 


I know very well the turn which men 
{killed in controverſy. give to theſe plain 
pallages of ſacred writ ; but that ought 


not to prevail with us, to relinquiſh our 


right, to take the ſenſe, and meaning 


ol our Lord's words, from his . own 
| mouth. 8 11 f not _ great | relum tion, 


( to ſay the leaſt ) for any of our fellow 
creatures, (be their learning. or ſtation 
in life, ever ſo great) to take upon them 3 
"to tell Chriſtians that they mult not be- 5 
lie ve ſuch texts of ſcripture in the ob- 


vious,” plain, and eaſy ſenſe of the 
words; but that our Lord here ſpeaks 
not as G OD but man: So that without 


this illuſtration, the revelation . of the 
divine will, had been no-revelation. It 
is ſurpriſing that an evaſion, that is o 


barefaced a perverſion of. ſcripture, 


ſhould be current ſo long amongſt men 
of great piety, great learning, and vir- 


| 1. | n 
tue. But religious errors are ſo hedged 


in by education, human authority, ex- 
ED N ample, 


3 
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arnple, emoluments, and worldly honors, | 


that we muſt no longer wonder at any 
meonſſtencies made current by the 
broad feal of orthodoxy. That text 
where our Lord fays, that he and his 
Father are one, would never have di- 

vided the world in opinion, had church 
authority never meddled with it: for a 


plam Chriſtian, would have eafily learn- 


ed the meaning, as ſoon as he had read 


that other text, Be ye one, as I, and 


« my Father, are one.” But the eom- 


paſs of a letter forbids my proceeding 


on this fubject. 


” 7 « 


As to Original Sin, I am unwilling to 


teaches. The opinions of men are va- 


rious, and ſuch their fkilt in controver- 
ty, and fertility of invention, that it is 
dangerous truſting to any of them, in 
things of fuch moment; efpecially where 


prejudices, or intereſts, may be frppoſed 


to operate. At the fame time, ſome of 
the arguments which are ufualhy brought 


in ſupport of the eſtabliſhed opinions, 


1 can difcern to be very weak, and 


which, diſcredit thofe which are too 
learned for my inveſtigation. Whilſt 


learned men, have been bewildering the 


world 
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world. with ſubtle conjectures, nnd inge 
ra comments, the truth ef things, 


often eſcaped their notice, and 


fallen 10 che lot of the humble, devout, | 


* 11 ho great . Ct . 17 — 


pecple, 1 apy art of contrivance what 
8257 A 


By admitting human authority 1 
matters of religious faith, a door is open. | 


ed to all manner of Korruption, d 
falſe doctrine: Witnels every nation 


througheut: the World, where religious 


 Eftabliſhments have been made ; paſſion 


and ãntereſt ſtriking in with caty pre- 
judices, have always rendered rel lerma- 
tion next to impollible, without a mira- 
Cle. If the rule of duty is fo. plain, 
at; thow:hap: 
| Pens it, that We ſee do wide a difference 
in religious opinions, even amongſt well 
meaning, piQus Chriſtians, of vatious 
denominations ? all zealouſly Sontend- 
es "vr their ſavor: dileriminating opi- 


chat he who runs may rea 


e 


155 VETTER s. 

nions, and all appealing to ſcripture. for 
the truth of them. Is not this owing to 
the influence of human authority, and 
education principles? are not all the 


religious eſtabliſhments in the world 


founded in human authority, and en- 


couraged and ſupported by temporal 
motives, power, riches, and. honors ? | 
However, we know that the kingdom 
ok Chriſt; is not of this world, nor his 
lubjects amenable - for their religious 
principles to any earthly power what- 
ever. Ought we not therefore, with a4 
godly jealouſy, to ſcrutinize into thoſe 
doctrines whieh require human authority 


for their ſupport and currency? To | 
guard againſt temporal allurements on 


the one hand, and intimidation on the 


other? Sure I am, that if men would 
but ſeparate the chaff from the wheat; 

Il mean all human inventions, from the | 
pure religion of the Goſpel ; the people 


of all ranks (if ſincere) would have no 


great difficulty in underſtanding ' the | 


ſcriptures, in their true, pri mitive ſenſe, 
and meaning. Who that reflects on the 
direful effects of human authority, but 


1 5 muſt tremble for the ark of G OD, 
When touched by the unhallowed _ : 
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of fallible men? But I fear I have 
quite, tired your patience, without en- 


tering into ſuch a diſcuſſion of the ſub- 


ject of Original Sin, as I intended, and 


therefore, ſhall detain- you no longer, 


but only to thank you for your kind 
letter of the ſecond of July, 1772, and 
which I did purpoſe to have anſwered 
long ago. I remain, with great reſpect 


and eſteem, 


Dear Sir, 


Your obliged Jumble Servant, © 


Mrs. Hoss tells me, that you are ex- 
pected from Ireland next month. 1 
hope you will return in perfect health, 
in full poſſeſſion of that generous plea- 


3 ſure which a good man always experi- 
oy from his ſucceſs in his pious la- 
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To, Ar. 


Oe. Windmill Han, 00 i 17 
- Dear A 9 * 


0 N Scripture and common ES 1 
27 build all my Principles: 2 ] 


human authority. 


6 OD could not command me to 


5 worſhip a creature, without contradict- 


ing himſelf. Therefore if a voice from 
heaven bad me © honour a creature as 
I honour the Creator, I ſhould know, 
This is the voice of Satan, not of GOD. 
Tur Father and the Son Are hot two 
but One:“ As he is man, 
the Father is doubtleſs “ greater chan 
the Son; who us fach, can do no- 
*« thing of himſelf,” and is no more 
Omniſcient than Omnipreſent. And 
as man, he might well ſay, © I aſcend 
to my Father, and your Father, and 
pray to his Father and his GOD. He 
bids his ene alſo, to . to mn 3 
ul 


ct Beings, 


uſt ſo 
far as it agrees with theſe, I regard 
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but never forbids their praying to him- 


ſelf. I take this to be the plain, obvi- 
ous, ealy meaning of our Lord's words: 


And the only one wherein they are re- 
concileable with an hundred paſſages 
both af the Old and New Teſtament. 


Wirn regard to Original Sin, (I mean 


the pronenels to evil which is found in 
every child of man) you have uppoſed 
it in the eſſays with which 50 Brcled 


me, almoſt from the beginning to the 


end: And you have frequently aſſertad 


it. Although you could not aſſert it in 


plainer terms, then the honeſt, unbiaſt 

Heathens have done: Vitiis nemo ſine 

„ * nafeitur:* Hence, Omnes natura 
* prochves ad libidinem „„ 
„ Pociles imitandis e et pravi 


„ gmnes fumus.” 


Bur 1 believe nothing .can let this 
int in a more clear and ſtrong light. 


than the Tract which I beg you to ac- 

_ reptof.*® Accept likewife the beſt with- 
es of, Dear Sir, 

Your afectionate Servant, 


Joux WESLEY, 


* See the : beginning of the next Letter. 
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LETTER VMI. 
To the Rev. Mr. Joux Ws rer. 


2 October 29, 1773. 
Dear Sir, des 2 81 


IIA NE you for your er of 
1 the gth Inſtant : and likewiſe for 
Mr. FIETCHER'S Appeal to Matter 


of Fact, and Common Senſe, &c., 


I heartily agree with you, in a total 
rejection, of all human authority in re- 
ligion, which hath not ſcripture, and 
common ſenſe, for its foundation, and 


. ſincerely wiſh that all profeſſors of 


_ Chriſtianity, were not only of the fame | 
_ ſentiment, but would honeſtly, and | 
_ faithfully examine their own hearts, in 
order to find out, the true ſpring of their 


religious opinions: whether they origi- 


nate from the pure word of G OD, or | 
are derived from ſyſtems, and creeds of 
We know, that the minds 


of youth reſemble the Potter's ductile 
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clay, being ſuſceptible of any impreſ- 
lion: and as that by the heat of the 


furnace, becomes hard, and. {27 Bing : 
ſo, the heat of oppoſition, and, fire of 


perſecution, generally produce. inflexi- 


tity, and a greater irmneſs of opinion, 


(whether right or wro "g) in all man- 
kind. Errors and prejudices, will ſlick 


to the beſt of men, and perhaps with 


greater tenacity in proportion as they 


happen to excel in human learning; and 
—4 2 accompliſhments; becauſe, as 
their immediate concern, when oppoſed, 
is defence, they have more ſkill and 
ſtratagem, more invention and ſubtlety, 
to countenance and ſupport their opini- 
ons: eſpecially, when a fair reputation 
is at ſtake, and their opinions are corro- 
| borated, by the ſuffrages, of great, and 
good men, or ſome pious Fathers of the 


Church, whoſe venerable characters caſt 


2 kind of awful. ſanction around their 


works, and forbid a doubt. 


THERE 18 therefore, no ſafety but in 


. the ſacred writings, and to them alone, 


recourſe ſhould be had in all caſes of 


5 doubt and difficulty. Gloſſes, and com- 


ments, have their uſe, but ſhould' never TY 


be preſſed upon the conſciences of men: 
k ES I con- 
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I confeſs, that I am fo ſenſible of my 


own weaknels, and have leen ſo much 


in others, that I have great diffidence, 
m all human judgment, but the higheſt 
veneration, and value for the Bible. It 


I dared to follow any man impheitly, it 
would be him, who appears to me, to 
have done molt good to the fouls of 
men. And I frankly declare to you, 
that I have had fome miſgivings, or 


doubts, upon my mind, concerning 
thoſe opinions, in which we differ, 
when I have compared your ſocieties, 


with thoſe which I moſtly frequent; in 
the one, there appeared much ſelf-de- 
mal, great zeal, and fervour of devo- 
tion, ſpiritual joy, and crowded audi- 
_ ences. In the other, an appearance of 
careleſs inattention, languid devotion, | 


and dull formality ; and conſequently, 


thin aſſemblies, and but little proſpect 

of fuccets in the great work of man's 
ſalvation. But upon cool reflection, 
this wide difference does not appear to 
be owing ſo much to right principles, as 


to right actions. Your people, being 
rouſed by an affecting addreſs to their 
_ Paſſions, of hope, an 

{kilkul and laborious paſtors, have been, 


(as 


fear, by their 
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(as in the Para] le) compelled to come 
in: and by uniting, in frequent acts of 


public and private devotion, evil habits, 
and bad company, have been broken 
olf, repentance taken place, and peace, 
ſerenity, and joy, the natural conſe- 
quence of conſcientious integrity, ſuc- 
ceeded. Therelore, the greater ſucceſs 


of the Methodill Clergy 15 not, I appre- 
hend, to be imputed to their embracing 


the Goſpel with fewer errors than their 
neighbours, but becauſe they are more 
in carneſt, more diligent, and faithful 
in their Maſter's ſervice, and leſs influ- 
_ enced, by the honors, riches, and plea- 
ſures of the world: even the very re- 
proach, which they meet with, turns to 
their advantage, by driving them fur- 
ther from the Tnares of life, and cheriſh- _ 
ing the flame of devotion, which often 
chills and languiſhes at the approach of 
earthly proſperity, and the faſcinating 


charms of ſenſual pleaſure. 


As all mankind, ſeem to have. upon 


their minds, ſome ſenſe of the Deity ; 
and a monitor within to do his will; ſo, 


whoever ſtands forth in the ſacred cha- 


racter of a pious divine, renouncing the 


honors of the world, for the good of : 
: * 2 5 fouls, 1 
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ſouls, will undoubtedly become popu- 
Jar, and have it in his power to draw 
after him; great crowds of admirers : 
provided, he does not combat popular 
prejudices, but ſtrenuouſly maintains 
eſtabliſhed doctrines, which the multi- 
tude receive with avidity, and maintain 
with obſtinacy. Hence, let us admire 
the wonderful hand of Divine Provi- 
dence, in the conduct of your's, and 
Mr. WarrrFitELD's long and uſeful mini- 
_ firatton! Had you two Gentlemen let 
out from College, warm in the zlorious 
cauſe of -reformation, with different 
—= principles from thoſe of the common 
People, you could not have expected, 
any ſucceſs like that, which you have 
now met with. You' have been receiv- 


ed as Angels of light: and the poo 


| have had the Goſpel preached 
them. The Bible is more read, and 
valued amongſt them, than before : and 
it will now be their own fault, if they 
do not become ſtill wiſer, and better. 
I have therefore conſidered your inſtru- g 
mentality of good to the world, in a 
light which perhaps few have done; for 
had you and Mr. WHITTIEILD (1 repeat 
it again) entered Apen the — 2 5 | 
2 Win 


rn 


with ſuch ſentiments of Original Sin, 
and the Trinity, as to me ſeem moſt. 
_ conſonant to Scripture, I much queſtion 
( ſuppoling my principles right) whe- 
ther you would have done equal ſervice 
to mankind. You might have cleared 
away many errors, and prejudices from 
the minds of men, confounded infidels 
by the ſtrength of your arguments, and 
influenced ſome, to have embraced a 
religion, ſo rational, ſo benevolent, and 
manifeſtly tending to the preſent peace, 
comfort, and joy, and to the future fe- 
licity, of all its faithful adherents. But 
after conviction, after proving to a de- 
monſtration, the truth of things: you 
would {till have found, the great work 
| of reformation amongſt the higher ranks 
of people, extremely hard; and much 
more difficult to accompliſh, than a- 
mongſt thoſe, whole indigence, and la- 
'bour, exempt them from the dangers of 
luxury, indolence, and pride, and weak- 
en their attachment to the world, and all 
ſenſual gratifications. Such is the dan- 
gerous lituation of the wealthy, and 
proſperous, that we fee but very few, 
who are not hurt thereby. Example, 
flattery, pleaſure, ambition, all combine, 
” ld . 
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4 to draw aſide the mind, from the {trait 
line of duty, and weaken the Ry 


fions of conviction. The truth is, 
religious matters, right ſentiments, 


— 2 r 


knowledge, and profound erudition, 
are of no avail, if a ſuitable conduct, 
that of a a haly and good life, be want- 


5 ing. 


mation, thankfulneſs is moſt juſtly due 


more real ſervice than the cleareſt con- 


Vviction of the truths of Scripture, or the 
ſtrongeſt ſenſe of obligation, to grati- 
tude, and love. Such is the folly, and 


| LE” weakneſs, of many good Chriſtians, that 


| 5 1 render aflictions neceſſary, to keep 


the Fe 


clear and accurate judgment, ee ha . 


WHATEVER are the means jy b 


to the great Arbiter of all events: tho' 
at preſent, (like bitters for health) they 
are not joyous, but grievous. As the 
fleſh and ſpirit, are at continual vari- 
_ ance, fo, thoſe who are molt immerſed | 
- inthe cares, and pleafures of the world, 
are doubtleſs, in the greateſt danger of 
making ſhipwreck of faith, and a good | 
conſcience, and are the hardeſt to be 
perſuaded, to embrace a humble, pious | 
and holy life. To ſuch perſons, fick- 
neſs, and affliction, have often been of 
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them in the path of duty; for we are 
well aſſured, that our Heavenly Father, 
does not willingly afflict the children of 
men. True religion, is molt certainly 


= practical thing : and modes of faith, 
ipeculative knowledge, forms, and ce- 


remonies, are of no further ſervice, than 


as they tend to make men wiſe, and 


good, faithful to their Creator, and al- 


fectionate to one another. But theſe 


duties, imply ſuch a regulation of the 


paſſions, as to many perſons, ſeems like 
cutting off a right hand, or plucking 


out a right eye: and therefore, they are 
_ offended, and ready to fall off, into a 


more eaſy, and commodious road, if 
ſuch a one could be found: hence po- 


pular preachers, are in danger of relax- 


ing man's obligation to moral virtue: 


treating it, as filthy rags, the froth of 
human vanity, the quickſand of philo- 
ſophy, and relicks of legal preaching ; 


ſubſtituting in its ſtead, an unwarranta- 
ble confidence, that the precious blood 


of CuRIST, will, without works, atone 
for all their ſins, be their aggravations 


ever ſo heinous, and purchaſe for them, 
be their tempers ever ſo bad, everlaſting 
falvation, Such doctrines repreſent du 


ty, 
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ty, fo very eaſy, and palatable to a 
vicious taſte, that it is no wonder to lee, 
valt numbers croud thoſe aſſemblies, 


where they are preached. „ 
IAE RE is another objection, frequent- 
ly made againſt ſome of our popular 
preachers, and I. heartily wiſh, there 
was no juſt ground for the charge; and 


that is, their want of charity for other 
Churches, leading their people into an 
opinion, that ſalvation is only to be had 


in their o.] n way of worſhip, and that 
all who believe not as they believe, are 


in danger of eternal deſtruction, from 
the preſence of the Lord, and the glory. 
olf his power. Alas! that any amonglt 
the children of men, ſhould take upon 
them, to limit infinite mercy ; and pre- 
ſcribe bounds to divine goodneſs: when 
they know, that He who is good: to all, 
and whole tender mercies are over all 
his works, hath poſitively declared, 


that He, will render to every man, ac- 


cording to his works; and that in every 
nation, thoſe who fear him, and work 
righteouſneſs, ſhall be accepted of him: 
and that where little is given, there but 
little will be required. Differences in 
opinion, ought: never to divide Chriſ- 
V tlans, 


cy 
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tians, whoſe criterion of character it is, 
to love one another. As to your opini- 


on, that the Father and Son, are not two 


Beings but one, permit me to ſay, that 
I canhot believe what appears ſo like a 
contradiction, tho' I will not venture to 
_ fay it is fo, on account of the great eſ. 
teem I have for its author: but only 
wiſh, he would expunge from his mind, 
all human comments, on the controvert- 
ed texts of ſacred writ, and then, 1 
make no doubt but we ſhould perfectly 
agree. I have read with attention Mr. 
_ FietcHeR's Demonſtration of Man's 
corrupt and loft Eſtate, &c. but I muſt 
confeſs, it falls far ſhort of the point in 
my opinion, and affords no proof, of the 
Whole race of Adam being contaminated 
with their Father's guilt, and for his one 
tranſgreſſion, meriting eternal torments. 
Mr. FteTcnER has indeed given a woe- 
ful picture of human nature, and repre- 
fented the condition of man ſince the 


| fall, as deſtitute of the means of virtu- 


gree of happineſs, in this life. Accord- 


ing to him, every ſpecies of animals, 


revolt againſt him, and all nature, joins 
in the conſpiracy. But this way of ar- 
5 EE ol | guing, 


guing, Drew n to 8 hig 


Opinion, is, I apprehend, far from doing 


any credit to religion, or promoting the 


cauſe of truth and virtue. For my own 


part, if I may ſpeak as I find, I think 


the world is a ſtorehouſe of pleaſure 5 


chat there is ſcarce an object that meets 
the eye of man, but is formed to give 
him delightſul entertainment; all the 


variegated ſcenes of nature appear to 
me, conſpiring to his beneſit. There is 
i ſuch a profuſion of gratuitous bleſſings, 


ſcattered through all the walks of human 


life, as are more than ſufficient for each 
2 individual, if man to man, were juſt. 
So that the whole earth (as the Pſalmiſt 
expreſſes it) is full of the goodneſs of 
60D. By the beſt authority we are 
aſſured, that He, is good to all, and 
that his tender mercies, are over all his 
works. That he waits to be gracious, 
and that he would have all men to re- 
pent, and come to the knowledge of the 
truth; which certainly imphes ſome 
power, ſome ability, already given to 
all men for that purpoſe: it would be 
injurious to think otherwiſe of the Al- 
mighty; and therefore, I can never ad- 


mit of ſuch a thought. Tf it is in the 
„ nature 
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nature of truth, to give full ſatisfaction 
to the mind; If continual peace, ſere- 
nity, and joy, are its genuine offspring; 
If à gratetul ſenſe of divine godnels, 
influencing the mind, to a filial fear of 
offending its Creator, and to a fiducial 
truſt in his gracious promiſes, through 
the merits of his beloved Son, attended 
with a warm affection to our fellow- crea- © 
| tures, are true ſignatures of-a chriſtian 
temper, I humbly hope, I may claim 
their teſtimony, and take the comfort of 
ſuch accumulated evidence, in tavorot 
my religious principle. 
I Hor you will excuſe the prolixity; 


and errors of this 9 0 and "Deneve. 


Jour offeftionate humble Servant, 


. 3 
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LETTER VII. 


| December ab, 1775. 
Dear Sir, 


are quite agreed: Our guides are 


| ſcripture and reaſon. We agree 
too, that preachers who relax our ob- 
* ligation to moral virtues, who decry = 
e holineſs as filthy rags, who teach men 
* that eaſy, palatable way to heaven of 
cannot eafily 
fail of having a multitude of hearers, 
and that therefore it is no wonder, if 
vaſt numbers croud Blackfriar's Chu rch, 


« Faith without works,” 


and the Chapel at the Lock. 
THERE is alſo too © juſt a ground for 


« charging the preachers both there, 
* and at the Tabernacle, with grievous 
For moſt of them 


flatly maintain, All who do not believe 


want of Charity.” 


a8 they believe, are in a ſtate of dam- 
oy nation: IJ 


"I T PON the head of l we 


C 


det nation ;” All who do not believe that 
abſolute decree of Election, which ne- 
ceſſarily infers Abſolute Reprobation. 
Bur none were induced to hear, my 
Brother or me, or thoſe connected with 
us, by any ſuch- means as theſe; juſt the 
reverſe. We ſet out upon two princi- 
ples, 1. None go ta heaven, without 
olineſs of heart and life: 2. Whoever 
follows after this, (whatever his opinions 
be) is my brother, and ſiſter, and mo- 
ther. And we have not ſwerved an 
hair's breadth from either one or the 
| other of theſe to this dag. 
Tnuus it was, that two young men, 
without a name, without friends, with- 
out either power ar fortune, ſet out 
* from College, with principles totally 
“different from thoſe. of the common 
* people, to oppoſe all the world, learn. 
ed and unlearned, to combat popular 
E prejudices” of every kind. Our firf 
Principle directly attacked all the wicked- 
nes, our ſecond, all bigotry in the 
world. Thus they attempted a reforma- 
tion, not of opinions ( feathers, trifles 
not. worth the naming) but of men's 
tempers and lives, J vice 1 


vice in every 
kind, of every thing contrary to juſtice, 
WK 1 TY, *... ETEY, 
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mercy, or truth. And for this it was, 


that they carried their lives in their 
hands, that both the great vulgar and 


the ſmall looked upon them as mad dogs, 


and treated them as ſuch: Sometimes 


Ans (in terms) Will no body 
„ knock that mad dogs on the head ?” 


Lr every one then ſpeak as he finds: 
As for me, I cannot admire either the 5 
viſdom, or virtue, or happineſs of man- 
kind. Wherever I have been, I have 
found the bulk of mankind, Chriftian 

as well as Heathen, deplorably 1 1gnorant, 


vicious, and miſerable. I am ſure they 


are fo in London and Weſtminſter. & 7; 


and Pain are: on every ſide. And who 


can account for this, but on the ſuppo- 
ſition, that we are in a Fallen State? I. 
have proved at large, it can no other: 2 
Vet none need 
perith : For we have an Almighty Savi- 


wviſe be accounted for. 


our: One who is able ard. willing ta 


ſave to the uttermoſt all that come ung 


Eva tough Him, I. am, 
Dear _— 
Your afelionate Servant, 


JOHN. WESLEY, 
I. TIR 
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To the Rev. Mr. Joux WESsIE T. 


1 January 12, 1774. 
„„ 


| 1 RECEIVED with pleaſure your 
1 favor of the 28th of laſt month, and 
though we cannot quite agree in our 
{entiments on ſome few ſubjects, yet, 1 
hope that will not prevent ſuch a friend- 
Thip as will laſt for ever. It is a plealing 


and a glorious proſpect, which opens to 


the view of all thoſe who can with ſin- 
cerity and truth adopt that pious and 
benevolent declaration of our Lord's : 
* Whoever doeth the will of my Father, 
© who is in heaven, the ſame is my mo- 
* ther, and brother, and filter.” True 
religion lies more in the heart, than in 
the head; more in practice, than ſpe- 
culation; in faith that works by ove, 

La 


remain, 


n 


and manifeſts itſelf by fidelity to GOD, 


and love to man; I hope that I need not 


tell you, that I wiſh to be remembered . 
in your prayers, that I may be kept 
from temptation, and aſſiſted to do, at 
all times the will of GOD. 


WirTH great FREY and eleem, 1 


Dear Sir, 


Pour affeftionate humble Servant, 


be 1 : A | < 


FREACHED IN 


PRINCES-STREET, WezsTMinsTER, —& | | 


Jun 21, 3776, 
BY ANDREW KIPPIS, D. D. 
Occatoned by the DEATH, of | 
Senor SPARROW, Eee. 


eh. 
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SERMON, Sc. 


REVELATIONS, c. xiv, v. 13. 


And I heard a Voice from Heaven, os 
ing unto me, Write, Bleſſed are the 
dead which die in the Lord, from 
henceforth : Yea, faith the Spirit, 
that they may veſt from their Labours; 
5 and ther Wo Th do. e them. 5 


Tis n a the Apoſtle, St. 
4 Pavur, that whatſoever things were 
written aforetime, were written for 


| our learning, that we through patience 


and comfort of the ſcriptures might have 


| hope. This is an obſervation which is 


a e to the ſacred records in 
A 1 general, 
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general, and which is particularly true 


with reſpect to the prophetical parts of 


theſe records. N 
Ir was not the deſign of G OD, in 
the predictions he hath ſet before us, to 


ſatisfy our curioſity with an uſeleſs 
knowledge of future events; but to ex- 
hibit an important and ſtanding evi- 
_ dence of divine revelation, and to fur- 
niſh an immediate ſupport to the minds 


of the pious and upright, under the 


various calamities of life, by ſuch an 
inſight into what ſhould hereafter hap- | 
pen, as might convince them, that the | 
cauſe of truth and righteouſneſs would 
art length be victorious over all oppoſi- | 
tion, Hence it was, that when holy 


men ſpoke under the diſpenſation of the 


the ſpirit of the Lord, they were uſually 


commiſſioned to do it at a ſeaſon, in 
which the afflicted circumſtances of the 
Church rendered ſome extraordinary = 

_ encouragement, peculiarly neceſſary. — 
When the faith of the ſincerely good 


began to fail, and they were ready to 
fear leſt the enemies of religion would 


bear down all before them; then did 
the Almighty ſee proper to reveal thoſe 
CC momentous 


| Q 8 


SSS S2 
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A SERMON. 
momentous and {ſublime prophecies, 


concerning the appearance and tranſac- 


tions of the Meſhah, which aſſured the 
righteous, that Jehovah reigned ſu— 
preme in the earth, and that he would 
render his name compleatly glorious. 


War hath been aſſerted concerning 
| the conduct of the Almighty, during 
the times of the Jewiſh Theocracy, is 
equally true in regard to thoſe -notices 
ol his future will, which he hath been 
Pleaſed to afford, ſince the promulgation 


of the goſpel. 


IN proof of this, we ſhall only ap- 
| peal to the manifeſt intention of the 
\ Revelations, which were given to St. 
 Joax, in the iſland of Patmos; Revela- 
tions that were delivered at a period, 
when chriſtianity was ready to ſuffer 


the ſevereſt perſecutions, from the civil 


Powers of the world; and which inform 
us, that notwithſtanding the evils, to 


which the faithful ſervants of Jzsvs 


ſhould be expoſed, from the rage and 

malice of their enemies, they ſhould 

| till be under the protection of the great 

| Governor of the univerſe, who would 
either diſplay his perfections and provi- 

| dence in their favor in the preſent ſtate, 
o e 
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general, and which is particularly true 
with reſpect to the prophetical parts of F 


theſe records. 


IT was not the deſign of GOD, in 
the predictions he hath ſet before us, to 


ſatisfy our. curioſity with an uſeleſs 


knowledge of future events ; but to ex- 
| hibit an important and ſtanding evi- | 
dence of diyine revelation, and to fur- 
niſh an immediate ſupport to the minds 
of the pious and upright, under the 
various calamities of life, by ſuch an 


inſight into what ſhould hereafter hap- 


pen, as might convince them, that the 
cCauſe of truth and righteouſneſs would 
at length be victorious over all oppoſi- | 
tion. Hence it was, that when holy 


men ſpoke under the diſpenſation of the 


Old Teſtament, as they were moved by 


the ſpirit of the Lord, they were uſually 


commiſſioned to do it at a ſeaſon, in 

which the afflicted circumſtances of the 

Church rendered ſome extraordinary 

_ encouragement, peculiarly neceflary.— 
When the faith of the ſincerely good 

began to fail, and they were ready to 

fear leſt the enemies of religion would 


bear down all before them; then did 


the Almighty ſee proper to reveal thole Þ 
| edn nos momentous | 
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momentous and ſublime prophecies, 
concerning the appearance and tranſac- 


tions of the Meſſiah, which aſſured the 
righteous, that Jehovah reigned ſu- 
preme in the earth, and that he would 


render his name compleatly glorious. 


War hath been aſſerted concerning 


the conduct of the Almighty, during 


the times of the Jewiſh Theocracy, is 


equally true in regard to thoſe notices 


ol his future will, which he hath been 
Pleaſed to afford, ſince the promulgation 


of the goſpel. 


| In proof of this, we ſhall only ap- 
| peal to the manifeſt intention of the 
| Revelations, which were given to St. 


Jon, in the iſland of Patmos; Revela- 
tions that were delivered at a period, 


when chriſtianity was ready to ſuffer 


the ſevereſt perſecutions, from the civil 
| powers of the world; and which inform 
us, that notwithſtanding the evils, to 
which the faithful ſervants of JEsus 
ſhould be expoſed, from the rage and 
_ malice of their enemies, they ſhould 
ſtill be under the protection of the great 
Governor of the univerſe, who would 
either diſplay his perfections and provi- 
dence in their favor in the preſent ſtate, 
r e e e 
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or elſe confer upon them a glorious 


reward in the life to come. This was 
an information, than which nothing 
could be better adapted to animate their 
hearts, under every diſtreſs. An in- 
formation too, it is, that is not only 


made known by the general tenour of 

the book of Revelations, but exhibited, 

| likewiſe in the ſeveral particular paſſa- 
ges; among which, the text bears no 
inconſiderable rank, And I heard a 


* voice from heaven, ſaying unto me, 


pa : 


2 


cc 


ol 


= 


do follow them.” 


Inx theſe words we may obſerve, the = 
lively and ſtriking manner, in which, | 
3 contained in them, is in- 
troduced; the characters of the perſons ; 


the 


of whom the Apoſtle ſpeaks; and the 


bleſſedneſs which perſons of luch cha- 


racter obtain. Let us conſider, 
Firſt, The lively and ſtriking manner, 


in which, the declaration contained 1m 


the text, is introduced. 


Hay a promiſe fo glorious been de- 
livered in the coldeſt terms, it muſt 
have 


Mrite, Bleſſed are the dead which die 
in the Lord, from henceforth; Vea, 
faith the ſpirit, that they may reſt | 

from their 1 and their works 
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have raiſed a divine delight in the breaſt 
of every one, who was ſenſible of its 
importance. But there is a grandeur, 
and energy, in the words, which muſt 
be particularly agreeable to thoſe, Who 
have a taſte for the ſublime in writing; 
nor can their ſpirit and dignity be un- 

felt by any teflefing W 
St. Jonn had, in ſome preceeding 
Chapters, been deſcribing the melan- 
choly ſtate, which the church would 
experience, for a long period, during 
the troubles and perſecutions it would 
| ſuffer, OO -_ I a 
pProbable, of popery. A proſpect of ſo 

Alma a a wool re = diſpirit 


the hearts of chriſtians, and to fill them 
with gloomy and diſconſolate apprehen- 


ſions. But in order to diſpel their fears, 
to enliven their hopes, and to confirm 
their faith, the ſcene, in the fourth 
chapter, is removed to the celeſtial 
world: and we are preſented with ſe- 
veral beautiful diſplays, of the unchan- 
geable and exalted happineſs, which 
_ thoſe ſhall receive, who continue ſted- 
faſt in the cauſe of 3 ah r> and 


truth, amidſt ſurrounding difficulties _ 


and oppolitions; it is no leſs than a 
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voice from heaven which declares the 


bleiledneſs of ſuch as die in the Lord. 


It is a voice from heaven; that is, from 


above; a ſupernatural voice; and conſe- 
quently, a voice which originally pro- 
ceeded from that ſacred place, where 
the eternal Deity erects his throne, in a 
peculiar manner, and communicates the 
rays of his preſence, with a peculiar 
glory. Moreover, the reviving voice, 
by which the felicity of the righteous 
is ſo ſolemnly aſcertained, is confirmed 
by the ſpirit of GOD; the ſpirit of 
| G OD echoes to the delightful truth ; 
Yea, faith the ſpirit that they may reſt 
from their labours. But the ſtrong and 
lively manner, in which the declaration 
olf the text is introduced, preſents us 
with ſomething, far more weighty than | 
the ideas of beauty and ſublimity: for | 
| Hence we may learn its certainty ; its 
importance; and the noble encourage- 
ment we may receive from it. 
Tua the certainty of the promiſe 
is implied in the made, in which it is 
delivered, will be obvious upon the 
leaſt reflection. For the words uttered, 
are repreſented, as proceeding from the 
commiſſion and appointment of the Al- 
F 3 | 


8 * = a. a 


A SERMON: it 
mighty, and as pronounced in a diſtinct 


and audible Way. Belides that the 
holy Spirit (the character of which is 
to be the ſpirit of truth) joined iſſue 
with the voice from above, and confirm 
ed the declaration, equally evident is 
it, that the importance, as well as the 
truth of the promiſe contained in the 


text, is implied by the manner in which 


it is introduced. That undoubtedly 
cannot be a trifle, which is uſhered in 


with ſuch a pomp of majeſty. Shall a 


particular meſſage be delivered to the 
Apoſtle by divine revelation; ſhall he 


be commanded to place it on E 5 
record; and ſhall it be ratified by t 
ipirit of GOD? can we then heſitate a 


o 


moment in determining, whether it be 


| ſomething highly intereſting to man- 


IN this view, it is remarkable, That 
the ſpirit ſhould be mentioned in a way 


PFF 
but the importance of the text, is appa- 
rent from the mere ſurvey of its con- 
” rents. What Can. be a ͤ more weighty 


declaration than this; That ſuch, and 


ſuch only,. as die in the Lord, ſhall be 
made partakers of eternal happineſs ? 


? 2 . © 
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What truth can better be adapted: to 
 Tupport our ſouls under the complicated 
calamities of life, and to convince us of 


the abſolute neceſſity of a ſteady adher- 
ence to the religious PET; and laws of 


our great Maſter Pp. 


Oc more; The manner in which 


the promiſe of the text is introduced, 
may be conſidered, as exciting in us, 
and as implying, that we ought to pol- 
ſeſs a more lively encouragement than | 
wie could have received, had it been | 
delivered in more languid term. 
Wär St. Jonx heard this divine 
voice from heaven, his heart glowed no 
doubt with unutterable delight; an ex- 
ile, tho' he was in a deſart iſland, and 
: ſubject to a mercileſs Roman emperor, 
who could at pleaſure command him to 
tortures, and to death, we have the 
higheſt reaſon to believe, that he would 
reckon the ſufferings of the prelent time, 
as not worthy to be compared with the 1 
glory he had heard revealed; and that 
he would readily adopt the language of |} 
his fellow apoſtles, and ſay, © None off 
« thele things move me, neither count 
« I my life dear unto myſelf; ſo that 1 
8 may finiſh my courſe with "Oe = 3 
555 OM- 
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Common Chriſtians indeed cannot be 
expected to profeſs fo animated a plea- 
ſure from the words we are conſidering, 
as he who had the unſpeakable ſatisſac- 
tion of hearing them pronounced. But 
_ they arc recorded with ſuch a pecu- 
iar emphaſis, as cannot fail to excite the 
molt agreeable and fervent emotions in 
every attentive mind; emotions, that 
will not be deſtroyed by the afllictions 
to which we are expoſed, and which 


will enable us to bear them with reſig- 


nation and fortitude, if we have the 
pleaſing hope that we are entitled to the 
promiſe ot the text. This brings me to 
conſider, „ „ 
HP Secondly, The chants of the per- 
| ſons of whom the Apoſtle ſpeaks, They 
| are faid to die in the Lord. —As ſuch 
an immenſity of bliſs is promiſed to 
them that die in the Lord, it is of the 
utmoſt importance to know what is im- 


| plied in that title, and t to make 1t our 


own. 
Tur Revelations were Ae to 
St. Joux, in the time of actual and ap- 

proaching perſecutions, when great num 

bers would be called to teſtify their at- 
tachment to their Saviour, by offering 

5 LE, up 
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up their blood; and the promiſe of the 
text ſeems to be eſpecially calculated 


for the encouragement of ſuch perſons. 
Hence therefore, ſome have been led to 
imagine, that the expreſſion of dying in 
the Lord, ſignifies being put to death for 
adhering to his religion, and that it ori- 
ginally related to thoſe alone, who gave 
that teſtimony of their regard to our 
bleſſed Jusos. But this interpretation 
conveys perhaps too limited a ſenſe, and 
it is by no means neceſſarily warranted, 
by the proper import of the words; 
which ſhould rather ſeem to include all 
ſuch, as die in the faith and obedience 
of the goſpel. This is the meaning aſ- 
ſigned by ſeveral celebrated commenta- 
| 4 herein I cannot but agree with 
them; to be, then in the Lord, is in 
other words, to be a real chriſtian; and 
that is a character of ſuch abſolute ne- 


tors; an 


ceſſity to our final welfare, that it be- 


hoves us ſerioufly to examine wherein 


it conſiſts. 


Nou it mult imply, in the firſt place, 
a belief in JE sus, as the Meſſiah, and 
Saviour of mankind; this the very name 

of chriſtian evidently denotes. For 

whoſoever, in any manner or degree, 


lays 
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lays claim to that appellation, can look 


upon our Lord in no leſs a view than a 
great and glorious perſon, ſupernaturally 


ſent by GOD, to make known his 
will to the race of Adam; to bring 


them into a ſtate of acceptance with 
him here, and into a ſtate of everlaſting 


felicity hereafter. To eſteem the Son 
of man to be, at the ſame time, the Son 
_of GOD, in a peculiar ſenſe; to re- 


ceive the things which are written con- 


cCerning his character and office; to be- 
lieve in whatever he hath revealed, con- 
cerning the nature and worſhip of the 
eternal Jehovah; concerning the duty 
of human beings; concerning the way 
bol being reconciled to our Maker; con- 
cerning a future ſtate ; the reſurrection 


of the dead; the final judgment; and 
the important conſequences of that aw- 


ful tranſaction; is to be a chriſtian, in 
the very loweſt meaning of which the 
phraſe is capable; v:z. as ſignifying a 
ſpeculative aſſent to the truth of the 
goſpel, in contradiction to infidelity. 
This multitudes are, who have no juſt 
claim to the appellation and rewards in 
the text. Being in the Lord, muſt, 
therefore, further denote, That we en- 


tertain 


0 
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tertain ſincere and practical expectations 
from CyrisT, as the Saviour of the 
world. Merely to believe in the great 


and glorious things which he hath done 


for mankind, will be of little avail, if 
that belief doth not influence our hearts, 
and our affections; if it doth not induce 


us, to place our hopes of happineſs in 
the bleſſings revealed, and offered * 


the New Teſtament. 


' Ir is certain from the whole tenor of 2 5 


| ſacred writ, that the bleſſed Jesus ap- 
* eared, not only as a divine teacher, 


but as our mediator, and advocate with ; 
the Father, thro' whom are communicated : 


Pardon, afſiſtance, and eternal life. 


IntguItyY hath made a wide breach 


between us, and our Maker; and we 
were liable to the puniſhment of an end. 


| leſs deſtruction; but the rich and effen- 
tial mercy of GOD interpoſed ; and the 
more effectually to diſplay, and ſecure, 
the deſign of his mercy, he commiſſion- 
ed his well beloved Son, to be the con- 
veyancer of our happineſs; and by his 


fuffering and perfect obedience, 6 ob- 


tain the mighty honor and privilege, Ot - - 
_ conferring everlaſting redemption on 


Oo 


his faithful diſciples, 5 


8 


" 
ani 


? _ 


n 
CuRIST therefore being eite 


the diſpenſer of forgiveneis and aid, of 
conſolation and immortality, to be in 
the Lord, muſt imply, that to him we 
vieus are directed, that in kim our h 
are placed, and that from Hs hands ay 
expect to receive a crown of unfading 


ory « 
character of the perſons ſpoken. of in 


the text, is their compliance with the 
laws, and their conformity to the exam- 
ple of their great Maſter. Sincere and 
and univerſal happineſs is the reſult of 
genuine faith; and their pretenſions to 
chriſtianity are entirely vain, who do 
not cultivate the temper, and obey he 
the precepts of the Saviour. Whoever 


is truly in the Lord, fo as to be intereſt- 
ed in the mighty bleſlings diſplayed in 


the New Teſtament, muſt regard him as 


his Legiſlalor, his ſovereign, and his 
grand pattern. 


Tur deſign for which the redeemer 
hath done ſo much in our favor, is, that 
that we may be holy in all manner of 
converſation; © Ye are my diſciples, 
faith he, if ye do whatſoever I com- 
mand you,” This ve fee, is the teſt. 


| he 


Bur that alone which compleats the 
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he hath himſelf preſcribed, as that by 


which his faithful ſervants are to be 


known and diſtinguiſhed ; and there- 


fore, we need not further enlarge, in 
order to prove, that our title, as chril- 
_ tians, requires us to be be penitent, af- 


fectionate, and obedient to GOD; up- 


right, benevolent, and candid to man- 


Find; temperate, humble, and con- 
tented with reſpect to ourſelves; in 
ſhort, that it requires us, to cheriſh and 


maintain all the diſpoſitions, virtues, 
and graces, which are recommended by 


the example, and enforc'd by the com- 
muaands and ſanctions of our divine malſ- © 


ter. Finally, if we would conclude 


our courſe with ſatisfaction, our belief 
in the doctrines of Iꝝsus, our regard to 


his name, and our obſervance of his 


las, muſt be continued to the end of 
life. To obtain the felicity promiſed in 
the text, we muſt die in the Lord. 
Perſeverance in well doing is that which 
crowns the work; for they only who 
are faithful unto death, ſhall receive the 
rewards of endleſs honor and glory. 


Suc is the character of the perſons 


concerning whom the apoſtle ſpeaks; 
and all who are of this temper and con- 
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duct, however they may differ with re- 


XX x, vr * W.. 


may reſt from their labours, and their 


* works do follow BASH 
 _ Wirxovrt entering into a critical 


* © 


_ diſcuſſion, concerning what is intended 


by the phraſe, from henceforth, and 


which perhaps, may agoity no more 
than that the rewards of 


- 


diſſolution, we may obſerye, That the 
8 felicity ſpecified in the text, divides 1t- 
ſelf into two parts, each of which de- 


ſerves our contemplation. 


* * » * * 


* 


Ix is afferte 


». 
1 » 


in the Lord, That they ſhall reſt from 


their labours ; the meaning of this is, 
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that they ſhall be for ever freed from 
the toils, the ſins, and the ſorrows, of 
mortal life, and enjoy a delightful and 


endleſs tranquility. The words are 

equivalent to that paſſage in the Epiſtle 
to the Hebrews, wherein we are told, 

That there remaineth a reſt for the peo- 


ple of GOD. Tho we taſle of the 
mercy of our benevolent Maker, in in- 
ſtances innumerable ; and find ſuch a 


vaſt profuſion of good, diffuſed thro 
all the productions of his power; yet it 
is ſtill an undoubted truth, that a com- 
pleat bliſs is not to be found, in this in- 
ferior ſtate. It is the wiſe, and even 
the gracious conſtitution of the moſt 


High, that, while we continue inhabit- 


ants of earth, we ſhould be liable to 
diſappointments and diſtreſſes. Need 
we appeal, in confirmation of ſo evident 
a truth, to the various diſeaſes, incident 
to the human frame; by which ſome 
cry out with acute pain, and others 
_ groan under long and waſting ſickneſſ- 
eſs; by which the ſtrength of the migh- 
ty 18 bowed down, the vigor of the 
healthful is withered, and the bloom of 


the beautiful is blaſted ? need we ap- 


peal to the various croſs accidents, 
oe KT =: 


which diſperſe the moſt agreeable ex- 
pectations? need we appeal to the de- 
privation of riches, honors, and pow- 


er; or to the frequent loſs of thoſe re- 
lations, and friends, from whom we de- 


ri ved, all the ſupport and endearments 
of ſocial life? need we appeal to the 
calamities which the wicked bring upon 


themſelves, and others, by their vices: 
to the deſolations occaſioned by the am- 
bition and injuſtice of princes; and to 


the torture which the rage of perſecu- 


tion hath inflicted on the ſtedfaſt and 


humble followers of J:sus? Alas! the 
characters are too ſadly legible, where- 


ever we turn our eyes, thro' the various 
ranks of mankind, to leave us a doubt, 
whether ſorrow be not, in ſome mea- 
ſure, the portion of the children of 


Adam. 


Bur there is another hindrance to our 
prefent reſt, ſtill more dreadful, and 
that is ſin. Vice ſtrikes at the very 
foundation of happineſs, and is the 
principal ſource of the diſorders, which 
deform the fair face of the creation. 
Multitudes there are, who are held in 
_ ablolute ſlavery, by their criminal ap- 
petites, affections, and habits ; and even 
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| thoſe who are truly righteous, feel, in 
their ſouls, the remainders of moral 
evils. Sincere tho they be in their obe- 
dience, . are far from having attain- 


ed to compleat happineſs and goodneſs. 
Too often they ſhew, that there is no 


perfection of nature, or virtue, on this 


Tide the grave. Hence, the peace of 
their minds is interrupted, and they are 


obliged to maintain a laborious conflict, 


with their ſpiritual adverſaries; but de- 
lightfully different will be the caſe of | 
lie in the Lord, Such as die in 


ſuch as 


the Lord, ſhall be fixed in thoſe happy 


regions, from which every thing that 
Lan diſturb their reſt, ſhall be eternally 


| baniſhed, Iniquity cannot enter their 


Peaceful abodes, and ſorrow ſhall be 
wiped away from their eyes. How de- 


firable, how tranſporting, is the change 
they will undergo ! here, they were ex- 


poled to various diſtreſſes, but hereafter, 
not the leaſt breath of anxiety ſhall 


annoy their bliſs. No longer ſhall they 


labour with ſtrong pain on their beds, 


or groan under tedious illneſſes; no 
longer ſhall they mourn the loſs of thole, 
on whom their affections were molt ar- 

dently placed; no longer {hall they be 
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expoſed to the ill treatment of an impi- 
ous world. On the contrary, they ſhall 
poſſeſs unfading health, vigor, and beau- 
ty; they ſhall enjoy the company, and 


_ converſation of the molt exalted friends; 


even of the juſt made perfect, of the 


holy angels, and of the bleſſed Redeem- 
er, without the fear of being forſaken. 
by them, and every circumſtance ſhall | 
_ conſpire to increaſe their joy. No more 
ſhall the ſaints be tired with fin, and 
JJV I: 
Is the world to come, they ſhall 
be endowed with an unſullied purity 
of heart, and glow with the moſt ami. 
able and godlike affections of the mind, 
being freed from the things, which, in 
this world, obſtructed their felicity. 
How charming a ſerenity will take place 
in their breaſts! how raviſhing a delight 


will attend the reflection on the altera- 


tion they have experienced! As mari- 


ners, who have eſcaped the moſt threat- 


_  ening calamities, during the courte of 
a tedious voyage, can view the turnults 
of the ocean, with particular pleaſure, 
and from conſciouſneſs of their own 
ſafety, enjoy, as it were, the workings- 
of the ſtorm; ſo the upright and per- 
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ſevering diſciples of Jzsus will look 


back, with inexpreſlible pleaſure, on 


the dangers they have paſſed, and find 
their happineſs greatly enhanced by 
comparing it with their former imper- 
fect, and hazardous condition. 

Bur ſecondly, It is aſſerted, concern- 
ing ſuch as die in the Lord, That their 


works do follow them; what thoſe 


works are, we cannot be at a loſs to un- 
derſtand. They are, in general, the 
virtues of the chriſtian character; they 
are the piety and purity, the meeknels 


and humility, the temperance and pa- 


tience, the moderation and contentment, 


the e and ſubmiſſion, the jul: 
equity, of the faithful fn 


tice an 
of our Lord and Maſter. 
Tux are, in a very particular 1 man- 


5 ner, their acts of benevolence, candor, _ 
compaſſion, and charity ; for by theſe, | 
. more immediately reſemble their 


Maker, and their Saviour: by thele, 
their diſpoſitions, conduct, and eas 


are delineated, in that fine account of = 


the laſt judgment, v-hich is ſet before 


us, in the Twenty-fifth chapter of St. 
Matthew; and it is more eſpecially, in 
theſe reſpects, chat we are exhorted, = > 
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not to be weary in well doing; becauſe 


in due ſeaſon we ſhall reap, if we faint 


not. . 
Tux works of thoſe, who die in the 
Lord, may be ſaid to follow them, as 
their graces ſhall accompany them into 


the future world; and this is a ſenſe 
very beautiful, and important. It is an 
undoubted and an agreeable truth, that 
the lovely and ſhining train of divine 


accompliſhments, which adorn the ſouls 
of the righteous in this life, ſhall con- 


tinue to attend them, in that which is 
to come. Nay, thoſe virtues which 
were here prevented, by the blaſts of 
temptation, from growing up into full 
maturity, ſhall, when tranſplanted into 
favorable climes, and the kindly ſuns 
of the celeſtial regions, riſe into com- 


pleat excellence and perfection. 


Bur what is more directly intended 


mim the text, is the reward which ſhall 


_ hereafter be conferred on real Chriſtians, 
according as their works {hall be, as the 
ſcripture often exprefles it. Not that 
there is a proper merit in our works, 
Which can lay claim to ſo ſublime, ſo end- 
leſs a felicity. An obedience fo imper- 
fect as ours, cannot, in itſelf, pretend oy 
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and evil, which have prevailed in 
Characters. % ͤĩ ] ü 
Arx that important period, therefore, 
when the kingdoms of the earth ſhall 
de deſtroyed; when all the productions 
of human genius ſhall die; when the 
mighty mountains of the globe ſhall 
| tremble upon their baſes; when the 
preſent frame of nature ſhall be only 
one diſtinguiſhed ruin; and when the 
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the ineffable Borg 'of the heavenly 


world. Theſe glories muſt proceed 


alone from the boundleſs mercy of 
GOD; and this mercy he hath com. 
municated to us, by his dear Son. 


 NeveRTHELEsSsS, the Almighty hath 


declared, that he will make the attain- 


ments of his people, the ſtandard by 


which he will judge them: and this is 
agreeable to his nature, his perfections, 
the admirable deſigns of his moral go- 


vernment, and the eſſential difference 


between virtue and vice. Accordingly, 

the different degrees of happineſs or 

miſery, which will be allotted to man- 
 kand, at the laſt day, will be determin- 


ed, by the different degrees of good 
their 


whole aſſembled race of Adam, from 


the beginning to the end of time, ſhall 


appcar 
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appear before the tribunal of Jzsvus ; at 
that important period, the good deeds 
of the pious, the upright, the benevo- 


lent, ſhall be had in delightful remem-_ 
brance; their amiable affections, their 
works of faith, and labors of love, ſhall 


ſtand up, and witneſs in their favor. 


The teſtimony ſhall be approved, by 
the Saviour's applauding ſentence; and 
the happy conſequence of this ſentence, 


will be ſuch a bleſſedneſs, as is beyond 


the moſt lively imagination to conceive. 
Yes, all that die in the Lord ſhall be 


followed by ſo great a reward, for their 
piety to G OD, and their benevolence 


to man; that is, every good thing ſhall 
be their eternal portion. Compleat ſhall | 


they be, in whatever is glorious, excel- 
lent, and delightful. Their knowledge, 


their virtues, their bliſs, will be always 
riſing, with their rifing minds. The 


farther they advance in exiſtence, the 


_ nearer reſemblance will they have, to 
the abſolutely perfect originals of truth 


and beauty, holineſs and happineſs. 


Ap now as an improvement of what 


has been ſaid, let us, in the firſt place, 
be thankful, that GOD hath left us fo 

noble a promiſe upon record, tor the 
5 VV encou- 
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encouragement of his ſervants, under 
their ſeveral trials, and conflicts. 
Tux goodneſs of the Almighty is 
diſcernable in every part of his conduct; 
for tho the intention of divine govern- 


ment requires, that labor and ſorrow 


ſhould, more or leſs, be the appointed 
lot of human natuie, yet our heavenly 
Father would not ſuffer us to be diſcon- 
ſolate, but hath afforded the moſt agree- 
able cordials, to animate our hearts, 
and revive our ſinking ſpirits; the de- 
clarations of ſacred writ furniſh the 
richeſt ſources of comfort; and that of 
the text ſtands foremoſt in the delighht- 
ful catalogue; uſhered in, as it is, witng 
a peculiar ſublimity; pronounced by a 
voice from heaven; ratified by the holy 
{pirit ; and expreſsly commanded to be 
Written; to keep up the faith, the pa- 
tience, and the conſtancy of the ſaints. 
How ſhould our ſouls be affected 
with gratitude to the God of grace and 
cConſolation, that he hath thus teſtified _ 
his affection to man, by providing for 


us ſuch a noble ſupport, and ſuch a 1 


which we are expoſed. _ 


SECONDLY, Since the promiſe of tbe 
e „ = 


n 
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text is to them only who die in the 
Lord, how ſolicitous ſhould each of us 
be, to preſerve that charatter? To be 

a Chriſtian indeed 1s a matter of the ut- 


molt importance. To be a Chriſtian 
indeed includes in it every excellence, 


and compriſes our higheſt honor and 
happineſs; this is it Which will enable 
us to bear the diſtreſſes of life, with pa- 
tience and fortitude, and to meet the 
approaches of death, with ſerenity, and 


7s perhaps with gladneſs. 


Ir there ever was a real Chriſtian, We 
have reaſon to believe, ſuch an one ex- 
iſted in the perſon of our late excellent 
friend, Mr. SAMUEL SPARROW. He 


was firmly | 62 ramp" upon the beſt 
grounds, an 


quiry, of the divine original of the 


goſpel; and having this perſuaſion, his 
faith did not terminate, in a cold aſſent 
to its truth, or a ſpeculative conviction 
of 1ts doctrines. It was his aim to act 
upon its principles, and to have his 


heart formed after its temper and ſpirit. 


H had a continual view to the Jaws, 
and to the example, of his great Maſter. 
Hence he learned, that his actions ſhould 


ever be referred to one point, a regard 


29 2 6: 


after the moſt diligent en- 
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to the will of God. Hence, he cheriſh- 
ed the moſt unaffected piety, devotion, 
and purity ; cultivated the ſtricteſt mo- 
deration, temperance, and command 


over his paſſions; and maintained a 
tranquil acquieſcence i in the divine diſ- 


penſations. Hence he was ſolicitous to 


promote the welfare of his fellow crea- 
tures, to the utmoſt of his power. For 
this purpoſe, he abſtained from many 
perſonal gratifications and indulgences, 


which his fortune would have admitted, 


and which, ſcarcely any but himſelf, : 
would have ſacrificed. 
IN DEE D, his philanthropy, dener 
lence, and charity, were remarkably 
large, and extenſive ; and conſtituted a a 


— amiable, and ftriking part of his 


character. 

To mention FE public and private 
benefa&tions, would open a wide field; 
ſome of them were ſo great, and un- 
common, that were I to relate them, 
they would not perhaps be credited ; 
nor was it his intention that they ſhould 5 
be known; and it is only by particular 
accidents and circumſtances, that ey 

have come to my knowledge ; for he 
i na adhered to the rules of our * 
viour, 
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viour, not to let the left hand know, 


what the right hand doeth. 
IN his 408 of kindneſs, he ſiudiouſly 
avoided every degree of oſtentation; 


and they were always accompanied 
with the greateſt modeſty, and humi- 

lity. . He was not a man of the world; 
he ſought not its praiſes, and was not. | 


governed. by its maxims. 
Aus the objects of his beneficence, 


he had a particular regard to thoſe inſti- 
tutions, and deſigns, which tended to 


reſcue the riſin ng generation from igno- 
rance, vice, an 
ligious knowledge, virtuous diſpoſitions, 


and induſtrious habits, among the poor; 
to promote the ſtudy, and increaſe, of 
ſcriptural chriſtianity; and to advance on 


the Intereſt of religious liberty. 


To the cauſe of proteſtant Diſſenters, 8 


he was a conſtant and zealous friend ; 


and his loſs to that cauſe in general, as 


well as to this ſociety in particular, will 


be deeply felt. At the ſame time, he 
was not a bigot to any party; but loved 
the wiſe. and good of every Profeſſion, 


and denomination. 


His attachment to the civil and frored | 
85 be. aha of mankind, and to the 8 5 
of 


miſery ; to ſpread Te- 
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of conſcience, was uniform, and ardent : 
it diſplayed itſelf in his life, and accom- 
panied him to his death. In ſhort, he 
was one of the beſt men I ever knew, 
or ever expect to be acquainted with; 
and GOD is my witnels, that I have 
not been guilty of any intentional flat- 
tery, in what I have advanced; that I 
have ſaid nothing but what I do moſt 
_ conſcientiouſly believe to be true. We 
ſhould with, and pray, and endeavour; 
that ſuch characters may be imitated, 
/ ni of ant: 
___Ovr departed friend was an eminent 
_ inſtance of that happineſs, which the Al- 
mighty is ſometimes pleaſed to beſtow at 
preſent, upon the temper and practice of 
religion. Being bleſſed with an eaſy for- 
tune, a ſound and healthful conſtitution 
of body, a ſerene and chearful temper, 
moderate and well regulated paſſions, pi- 
ous and affectionate relatives, and ac- 
quaintance, a turn for reading and ſtudy, 
a ee eee enquiring ſpirit, libe- 
ral views of nature, and nature's God, of 
providence and chriſtianity, a devout 
and thankful mind, a warm and bene vo- 
lent heart, an approving conſcience, and 
| are en hope of e 3 
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his days glided on with an almoſt unin- 


terrupted tranquillity, and gladneſs; 


9 


and in the laſt converſation I had with 
him, he aſſured me, That his life for 


| ſeveral years paſt, had been a heaven 
upon earth.“ 


Ir was only wanting to the joy ful 
concluſion of ſuch a life, that his death 
| ſhould be equally compoſed and peace- 
ful; and that felicity he received, at 
the hands of his merciful Creator; for 
he yielded up his breath ſuddenly and 
without pain. He was tranſlated from 


us by an inſtantaneous diſſolution; 


7 


which to ſurvivors, was awful and af- 
fecting, but to himſelf, eee 


delightful. 


DT | The following 1 from the Author's will, 
made about a year before his death, coincides with 


the above account, and manifeſtly points out his good 


and amiable diſpoſition. 
Being now, thro' divine goodneſs, arrived near 


ſweet peace, and contentment of mind, I make 
„ this, &c.” which he thus concludes, 


* bleſſed with peace, plenty, and numberleſs enjoy- 
ments, I humbly wait his will for my diſmiſfion 
from the body, depending upon his Mercy, thro 
66 Jeſus Chriſt, for a bliſsful Immortality.“ 


the age of ſeventy years, in perfect health, and 


9 Now chankfully acknowledging the divine cood- . 
neſs to me, thro' a long life of continued health, 


Rn 
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LEr it then be our concern and en- 

deavor, to be followers of them who, 

_ thro' faith and patience, inherit the 8 7 
gheſt 


miſes. This is a matter of the hi 
moment; for unleſs we be the diſciples 
of Jesus, very miſerable will be our 
condition. We know not how ſoon we 
may be called off the ſtage of preſent 
exiſtence; and experience tells us, that 
the young, the blooming, and the health- 
ful, are ſwept away by the univerſal 
leveller, as well as the infirm, and, the 
aged. es . 5 1 
Ix therefore, we have any affection 
for our ſouls; any deſire to avoid the 
divine diſpleaſure; any wiſh to be in- 
tereſted in the promiſes of the goſpel ; 
if we think the glories of the celeſtial 
world worthy of our purſuit, it behoves 
us, while the day of grace is preſent, 
to regard the things which belong to 
our univerſal peace. It behoves us to 
be laying up a ſtock of graces and vir- 
tues to follow us, and appear for us, 
Ez + /// ( oe 
Wr ſhould indulge the godlike ambi- 
| tion, of defiring to ſhine with ſuperior 
I Honor, when the Lord JEsus ſhall come 
V to be glorified with his ſaints. We 
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ſhould be emulous of receiving from 


his hands a diſtinguiſhed crown of re- 


ward, in that bleſſed world, where the 
works of the righteous will be had in 


everlaſting remembrance. 


LAS TI, let the promiſe of the text 


ſupport us under all our doubts and 


troubles. This was the deſign for which 
it was given, and ſhall an intention ſo 
noble be fruſtrated ? No, though af- 
flictions ſurround us; though we are 
| ſeparated from our belove relations, 
or friends, we will not ſorrow as thoſe 
without hope. Senſible that they are 
delivered from the uncertainties me 
evils of mortal life, we will congratu- 


O 


late them on their fake arrival into the 
harbour of perpetual reſt, and Dan 


leſs joy. 


Wx will 3 10 imitate the « ex- 


ample of their graces, that thus we may 


obtain the ſame ſalvation. We will 
conſider thoſe that have gone before us 


and who are enjoying the fruits of their 


victory, as looking down from their 


| ſpheres of dignity, and of bliſs, and as 
calling upon us, to tread in their ſteps. 


Do they not tell us, that if we continue 
| to adhere a little longer, to the cauſe and 


E - practice 


210 A SERM ON. 


practice of truth and ri hteouſneſs, we 
alſo, ſhall be advanced to the like 
heights of honor and happineſs? 
A reflection, then, fo tranſporting, 
ſhall confirm our perſeverance in picty, 
our obedience to the divine will, our 
zeal for doing good, our fortitude in 
diſtreſs. A reflection, ſo tranſporting, 
under divine aid, ſhall in ſuch a man- 
ner eſtabliſh and increaſe our chriſtian 
diſpoſitions, our exemplary virtues, and 
dur celeſtial graces, that, at len th, 
ſhall be pronounced at our Altelattos, 


e Bleſſed are the dead, which die in | 


* 


= 


the Lord, from henceforth ; yea, ſaith 
the ſpirit, that they may reſt from 
their labours, and their works do fol- 
low them.“ Amen. 
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